URBAN VISION 

THE DELIVERY OF SUSTAINABLE SERVICES 

1.0 Introduction

1.1
One of the key goals of the Urban Vision Business Plan has been the production of a strategy for the delivery of sustainable services. The Company is committed to this aim in the solutions we create and the work we carry out. In practice this means working with partners and clients to secure a sustainable outcome through cooperation, partnership and through the provision of regulatory services.

1.2.1 For the last 11 months the company has been working to achieve this goal. The purpose of this briefing is to outline the achievements of the Company in meeting this commitment. The aims of the strategy are as follows.

2 Aims

2.1
Urban Vision aims to:

· Work with local communities to deliver lasting economic and social benefits 

· Develop designs that provide healthy living and working environments to enhance citizens quality of life and where business will thrive

· Adopt construction practices that makes:

· maximum possible use of local business including local suppliers of materials and 

· minimum impact on the environment and the people who live, work and travel in our community

· Provide regulatory services which facilitate and promote sustainable patterns of urban and rural development.

· Mainstream sustainability and ensure it is central to the way we deliver our services.

3 Delivering Sustainable Development – Key Themes

3.1
Good Design
· High quality, high density mixed development with services such as shops, schools, healthcare and recreation provided nearby.

· Use of good quality lasting materials with low levels of maintenance and low levels of embodied energy.

· Use of recycled materials where possible.

· Use existing buildings rather than demolish.

· Design for Community safety – incorporating “Secured by Design” principles.

· Recycle greywater and recycle rainwater from buildings and ensure on-site drainage for all rainwater wherever possible.

· Clean up or neutralise contamination.

· Practice lean construction methods.

· Utilise natural ventilation and light.

· Design for deconstruction with minimum waste.

· Minimise import/export of materials on construction sites.

· Use local suppliers, contractors and materials to reduce transport of goods and personnel.

· Protect occupiers from external noise and ensure that new development does not increase the noise climate or otherwise adversely affect the surrounding environment.

· Design residential streets to increase the priority of pedestrians over vehicles.

· Retain and re-use built heritage to preserve and enhance character and sense of place.

· Art and community facilities incorporated into public spaces.

3.2 Climate Change

· Ensure energy reduction/efficiency.

· Utilise high standards of insulation.

· Use alternative forms of energy and heat generation.

· Reduce the need to travel.

· Promote Green travel plans.

· Promote public transport.

· Provide good access by foot and cycle.

· Low energy bulbs in street lighting.

· Minimise waste/maximise reuse.

· Protect air quality by minimising emissions from transport and buildings.

3.3 Public Development

· New public development should set an example of excellence in terms of quality of design, materials, energy efficiency and minimising the need to travel.

· Social progress recognising the needs of everyone.

· Effective protection of the environment and prudent use of natural resources.

3.4 Greening the City

· Provide a diversity of well designed and managed open and green spaces.

· Enhance the character and appearance and attractiveness of our area.

· Protect and providing for wildlife.

· Recognise cities are heat islands so providing shade and heat absorption.

· Design to absorb rainwater run off – install sustainable urban drainage systems.

· Retain valuable trees on sites and incorporating new planting where appropriate

· Increase biodiversity where possible.

4 Sustainability Monitoring

4.1
The Company has achieved a very high level of performance in achieving the aims of delivering sustainable services in terms of construction, highway services and regulatory services. The following table outlines some of the work we have carried with sustainability at its heart.

	SUSTAINABLE PROJECTS



	SERVICE


	PROJECT
	ACHIEVED

	DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION


	Alderpark / Westwood PS

	Highly insulated masonry structure utilising 200mm rockwool filled cavities to achieve U-value of 0.18 (this system was first used for housing in Ordsall in 1992, following research carried out with Salford University.

External solar shading by fabric structures.



	
	Beech Farm
	Use of excavated material on site so no materials to landfill.



	
	Broughton and Cromwell Corridor Ph 2    
	Visqueen Eco-membrane made of recycled materials for preventing japanese knotweed from coming through paths.



	
	Broughton Green
	Use of timber decking, gates and fences from a sustainable source.



	
	Cadishead Way Ph 2 Landscaping
	Native planting of shrubs, wildflowers and bulbs, use of recycled compost instead of topsoil, promoting inclusivity by having some planting carried out by local disabled people.



	
	Cooperative Street, 2-20, Homeswaps
	Timber fascias rather than upvc.

Condensing combination boilers fitted


	
	Higher Broughton Pitches    
	Use of soakaway for drainage of field so no water is sent to the sewers.


	
	Lledr Hall

	Locally sourced building materials.

Cedar shingles to main elevations.

‘Free’ heat ducted from glazed atrium into rest of building.


	
	Monton Road   

	Use of timber bollards, locally produced from a sustainable source (FSC).


	
	Ordsall Primary School

	BRE ‘Green Specification Guide’ used - Initial BREEAM assessment promising.

Natural stack ventilation to a number of rooms (passivents).

Rainwater harvesting for reuse within the building

Lighting controls respond to occupants and external lighting conditions.

External building security lighting activated by PIR sensors on CCTV cameras.

High efficiency control gear in lighting fittings.

High efficiency ‘T5’ tubes and low energy lamps in light fittings

Compact highly insulated building form.

Use of condensing heating boilers being considered together with high efficiency heating boilers.

Sub-metering of services to independent part of the building.

Sustainable drainage into a pond with native planting to promote biodiversity and use of excavated materials on site (no removal of excavated material).  Trees to be introduced to site.



	
	River Irwell Walkway


	Encouraging and promoting sustainable transport - walking and cycling.


	
	St Charles Surestart, Swinton.

	Scheme based on re-use of 18 Portakabin Duplex units.


	
	St James & All Souls RC Primary School
	Use of sustainable urban drainage, excavated materials to be used on site where possible, recycled compost rather than topsoil, native planting as a priority, pond creation for biodiversity, timber fences from a sustainable source.  The scheme is at a fairly early design stage and we are discussing further green issues with the client.


	
	Salford Sports Village

	Slow release soak away (permavoid) under main car park.

Lighting controls respond to occupancy movement in corridors.

High efficiency control gear in lighting fittings.

High efficiency ‘T5’ tubes and low energy lamps in light fittings

Sub-metering of electrical supplies to external floodlighting.

Heat recovery from extract ventilation.

High efficiency boilers used.

Recycled rubber to all-weather pitches.
Sustainable drainage (i.e. slow release soak away [permavoid] under main car park), recycled materials used for base of car park, kerbs constructed of recycled materials.


	HIGHWAY SERVICES
	· Indirect recycling of waste material


	Normally done as a rule anyway. Tipping at landfill rarely happens with road planings, inert waste, and concrete and kerbs. Morrison achieving approx 90% recycling of all waste – done through partners such as AI’s and recorded. 



	
	· Direct re-use of waste materials


	Excavated materials can often be re-used without being taken away to a third party. Use road planings as type 1 sub-base, or introduce re-processing and crushing methods (typically through sub-contractors or on-site recycling machines…. In-situ and ex-situ methods) 



	
	· Use of recycled aggregates


	Typical range is from 10% content (as a standard) through to 50% for most suppliers. Work with supply chain to introduce higher % recycled content so long as cost implications are not adverse and technical capabilities of road material is sound. Recycled type 1 is an option, as are the introduction of on-site recycling techniques as mentioned above.  



	
	· Use of other recycled materials 


	Introduce as a value engineering approach on schemes and on routine and reactive. Needs input from heads of service – flag up sustainable alternatives and look at procurement routes. Obvious example is envirokerb which can be introduced as an alternative to standard detail kerb / drainage systems.  



	
	· Concrete Supply
	Urban Vision is now using a volumetric concrete mixer whereby only the concrete is mixed that is used on site and therefore there is no waste, no landfill, no waste of resource



	
	· Recycling report
	Monthly recycling report produced



	REGULATORY SERVICES


	
	

	Development Control

The context for delivering sustainability through development control is as follows:

1. Planning shapes the places where people live and work and the country we live in. Good planning ensures that we get the right development, in the right place and at the right time.
2. Good planning is a positive and proactive process, operating in the public interest through a system of plan preparation and control over the development and use of land. 

3. Sustainable development is the core principle underpinning planning. At the heart of sustainable development is the simple idea of ensuring a better quality of life for everyone, now and for future generations.

4. The Government set out four aims for sustainable development in its 1999 strategy2. These are:

· social progress which recognises the needs of everyone; 

· effective protection of the environment; 

· the prudent use of natural resources; and, 

· the maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment.

1. Planning should facilitate and promote sustainable and inclusive patterns of urban and rural development by: 

· making suitable land available for development in line with economic, social and environmental objectives to improve people's quality of life; 

· contributing to sustainable economic development; 

· protecting and enhancing the natural and historic environment, the quality and character of the countryside, and existing communities; 

· ensuring high quality development through good and inclusive design, and the efficient use of resources; and, 

· ensuring that development supports existing communities and contributes to the creation of safe, sustainable, liveable and mixed communities with good access to jobs and key services for all members of the community. 
The vision of the City’s planning strategy is to create a City where people choose to live and work. To improve the quality of life of all citizens by creating an economically prosperous City with a buoyant and competitive economy; creating and maintaining strong, safe, healthy and sustaonable communities where all citizens can participate to the fullest extent in decisions which affect their communities; providing a better education for all, to enable children and young people to thrive and fulfil their potential; creating a City that is good to live in by providing quality homes and a clean and healthy environment.

The Development Control service implements this vision through the priorities set in the Spatial Framework and the strategic and detailed policies of the Development Plan.

	Mixed use development at Michigan Avenue Salford Quays granted planning permission in December 2005

· 4 residential towers (2x21 and 2x29 comprising 600 apartments of different sizes)

· Retail development

· Leisure development

· Creche

Mixed use development – Sillivan Industrial estate off Chapel Street – granted planning permission in September 2005. Included 11 storey residential tower, retail uses on the ground floor and business uses.

Salford Reds Stadium – 20,000 seat stadium with integrated facilities including a 208 bedroom hotel, gym, casino/exhibition space, bars, restaurants, takeaways, museum, offices, media/creche rooms, gym and free standing non-food bulk retail development,  Liverpool Road. 

Port Salford, Liverpool Road - Multi-modal freight interchange comprising rail served distribution warehousing, rail link and sidings, inter-modal and ancillary facilities including a canal quay and berths.

Planning application not yet determined.


	· Location within a mixed use area

· Brownfield land

· High density mixed use development

· High quality design

· Local community consulted

· Direct link to metrolink station

· Free travel passes for residents for 3 months

· Grey water will be recycled

· Recycling facility will be provided for waste

· Photovoltaic cells on each roof of the tower

· Travel Plan

· High density

· High quality design

· Involvement of local community and Urban Regeneration Company

· Recycling facilities to be provided for waste material

· Within transportation corridor

· Brownfield land

· Travel Plan

· Promoted as greenest stadium in Europe

· Use of renewable energy

· Recycling waste and grey water

· Stadium transportation management strategy for visitors

· Travel plan for staff

· Would reduce road haulage by use of rail and waterborne freight in national and regional markets

	BUILDING REGULATIONS


	
	

	The Building Regulations exist principally to ensure the health and safety of people in and around buildings. 

The regulations apply to most new buildings and many alterations of existing buildings in England and Wales, whether domestic, commercial or industrial.

Building Regulations promote:

· Standards for most aspects of a building's construction, including its structure, fire safety, sound insulation, drainage, ventilation and electrical safety. Electrical safety was added in January 2005 to reduce the number of deaths, injuries and fires caused by faulty electrical installations 

· Energy efficiency in buildings. The changes to the regulations on energy conservation proposed on 13 September 2005 will save a million tonnes of carbon per year by 2010 and help to combat climate change 

· The needs of all people including those with disabilities. They set standards for buildings to be accessible and hazard-free wherever possible

BUILDING REGULATIONS (PARTS F&L): 

New measures to make buildings more energy efficient, saving one million tonnes of carbon per year were announced by ODPM and Defra on 13 September 2005.  The new measures taken together with 2002  Building Regulations will improve standards by 40%.

Interim versions of Approved Documents for Part F (ventilation) and Part L (energy efficiency) and other supporting material have been published in preparation for the changes to the Building Regulations, coming into effect on 06 April 2006. 

· Fire safety within buildings including fire escape design and fire separation between buildings

· Brown field sites: control of land use and remediation

· Sound insulation between dwellings: specification and insitu testing

· Drainage systems: encourage use natural self contained drainage systems , SUDS

· Control of potential flooding

· Energy Conservation: control of space and water heating systems, energy efficient lighting, introduction of appropriate control systems, life cycle costing.

· Control of fabric – heat loss: walls, roof, floors.

· More advance design is now achieved through direct control of energy inputs – specification of services, fuel, air handling, heating systems, site orientation, solar gain etc

· Ensuring facilities for the disabled: access, circulation, lift s, WC provision etc.

· Replacement windows and central heating boilers on existing houses must be energy efficient.

· All new party walls must be sound tested in housing


	Residential Development - Westbury Homes, Agecroft Road, Pendlebury.

Mixed use scheme Spectrum - Blackfriars Road (Dandara development)

Mixed use development, Chapel Wharf, Chapel Street. 

Business development, Agecroft Business Park, Agecroft Road, Pendlebury.

Transport House, Chapel Street.

Apartment development, XQ7, Ordsall Lane.


	· Surface water attenuation system, minimising discharge rates to traditional drainage outfalls. 
· Maximising land use by the provision of extensive basement accommodation and integrated uses. 

· Fire safety engineering maximising functionality whilst not compromising safety such as improved smoke ventilation systems.

· Use of Brown field site through alternative construction methods, dynamic compaction and extensive site remediation including ground pressurisation and active gas precaution measures

· Use of unconventional materials and systems to improve energy efficiency. (innovative use of cladding panels improving thermal insulation).  

· Minimising use of cladding securing environmental benefit – reduced production of cladding required.
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