URBAN VISION PARTNERSHIP FORUM
9th January, 2006

Meeting commenced:
12.30 p.m.
"
ended:
  2.07 p.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor Derek Antrobus - in the Chair

Councillor Charlie McIntyre



Malcolm Sykes - Strategic Director of Housing and Planning




Bill Taylor

} Urban Vision Partnership




Dave Jolley

}




Ken Harland

}




Paul Mallinder
}




Graham Cowley
}




Graham Oldfield - Housing and Planning Directorate




Nigel Dickens - Principal Group Accountant (Accountancy Outstationed



Team)



Pauline Lewis 
} Customer and Support Services Directorate



Nikki Park
}

61.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Maureen Lea and Bruce Jassi.

62.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

RESOLVED:
THAT the minutes of the meeting of the Forum held on 26th September, 2005, be approved as a correct record.

63.
MATTERS ARISING

(a)
Minute 53 - Salford City Council Corporate Issues - Street Lighting

RESOLVED:
THAT the comments made be noted and that a report be submitted for consideration at the meeting of the Forum to be held in March, 2006.


(b)
Minute 54 - Performance Report - Update - Move to Emerson House

RESOLVED:
THAT it be noted that the move to Emerson House had now been completed and an official opening of the premises would be organised in the near future.


(c)
Minute 54 - Performance Report - Update - Links to Salford University

RESOLVED:
THAT an update report be prepared detailing the links with Salford University, to be forwarded to the Chairman, prior to the quarterly meeting with the Vice Chancellor.

64.
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE
Bill Taylor referred to the concerns which had been expressed with regard to landscape maintenance and indicated that discussions had been held in relation to the previous capital scheme and a mechanism had now been established to avoid any future disagreements with regard to the payment for such works.

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

65.
SALFORD CITY COUNCIL CORPORATE ISSUES
The Strategic Director of Housing and Planning reported on the following Salford City Council corporate issues:-

· Comprehensive Performance Assessment Inspection.

· Changes within the Housing and Planning Directorate.

· Appointment of New Chief Executive.

Paul Mallinder referred to the Comprehensive Performance Assessment in 2002 and indicated that there was now a clearer vision which was being strategically led.

Graham Cowley reported that work was being undertaken within the partnership on relationships on an operational level and suggested that it may be useful for officers to attend future meetings of the Forum as and when appropriate.

The Chairman indicated that it may be useful to visit officers within a number of sections prior to or following a future meeting of the Forum.  

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the information be noted.



(2) THAT arrangements be made for the Chairman to visit officers within each section, prior to or following a future meeting of the Forum.

66.
BUSINESS PLANS AND BUDGETS FOR 2006/07
The Strategic Director of Housing and Planning (a) reported that a Service Plan/ Business Plan had to be produced for the municipal year and a draft of that document would be submitted at the next meeting of the Forum and (b) referred to the coming year in relation to stock options, Housing Market Renewal and the Urban Regeneration Company.

Bill Taylor referred to the Business Plan for Urban Vision and also the budget to which savings had been requested from the management fee, and the need to assess the implications of such a requirement in terms of delivering the directorate’s aspirations.

Nigel Dickens provided an update with regard to the budget position and the savings required.

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

67.
PERFORMANCE REPORT - UPDATE
Paul Mallinder submitted a report containing details of the (a) performance of Urban Vision and indicated that of the 41 performance indicators listed, 38 were on target and (b) service highlights.

Dave Jolley referred to the indicator in relation to the determination of major planning applications within 13 weeks and the action taken to improve performance with specific reference to (i) the relationship with the Urban Regeneration Company, ii) pre-application discussions, (iii) delivery contracts, (iv) the development team approach and (v) the involvement of internal/external agencies in the consultation process.  

Dave Jolley also referred to the indicator with regard to the percentage of full plan building regulation applications being checked within three weeks, and indicated that performance was improving.

Paul Mallinder circulated a report detailing the highway claims notified to the City Council which identified that there had been a considerable reduction.

In response to concerns raised with regard to whether claims had been received where work had been carried out, Paul Mallinder reported that a plan had been produced which highlighted areas where claims had been received and where the highway had been improved which enabled any future claims to be resisted.

With regard to the indicator in relation to responding to urgent defects within two hours, Ken Harland reported that following the installation of the causeway system and the clearance of the backlog of maintenance work there was a positive trend towards improving the performance.

Paul Mallinder also referred to rethinking construction and schemes which had been procured, with specific reference to Weaste Phase 3, which had now been completed, and following consultation with the local residents, 94% had indicated that they were satisfied with the work.

The Strategic Director of Housing and Planning indicated that the work undertaken by Urban Vision had successfully improved the directorate’s performance, however, work was still needed in relation to improvements to pedestrian crossings and the easy to use footpath/public rights of way to ensure compliance with the targets.

Graham Cowley referred to the Urban Traffic Control Unit who were the agent for all authorities within Greater Manchester and their priorities in relation to highway issues.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the information be noted.



(2) THAT Urban Vision be congratulated on their performance.

68.
FUTURE AGENDAS

RESOLVED:
THAT the following item be included on the agenda for the meeting of the Forum to be held in March, 2006, to be held at Emerson House:-

· Move to Emerson House.

69.
URBAN VISION - THE DELIVERY OF SUSTAINABLE SERVICES
Dave Jolley submitted a report containing details of the production of a strategy for the delivery of sustainable services.

Bill Taylor indicated that at a recent meeting of the Environment Scrutiny Committee discussions were held with regard to sustainable drainage and the need for private developers to be persuaded to incorporate such provision within their proposed schemes and suggested that it would be beneficial for the City Council to produce a supplementary planning document on such issues.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the report be noted.



(2) THAT the suggestion for the production of a supplementary planning document on sustainable issues be referred to the Environment Cabinet Working Group for consideration.

70.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED:
THAT it be noted that the next meeting of the Forum would be held on 27th March, 2006, at Emerson House, commencing at 12 noon.
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