WORSLEY AND BOOTHSTOWN COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
SPECIAL MEETING
16th February, 2010
Worsley Court House,

Worsley.


Meeting commenced:
7.00 p.m. fillin "start time" 
"
ended:
8.35 p.m. fillin "end time" 
PRESENT:
Adrian Dunning (Worsley Civic Trust) - in the Chair fillin "line 1" 

Councillors Compton, Karen Garrido, Gray and Macdonald  fillin "other names" 
Sylvia Hartley 
} Friends of Roe Green

Jean Barns

}

Annett Walsh
}

Audrey Cordock - SOSCA

Norma Slinn - Worsley Village Community Association

Andrew Darlington - Old Warke Dam Society 

Anne Broomhead -Worsley Civic Trust 

Michael A. Howard
} Boothstown Residents’ Association 

Beryl Howard
}

Bob Boyd - Friends of Roe Green 

Ged Coeulle - Worsley Woods Action Group 

Councillor Lindley 


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:




Paul Gill – Project Manager, Economic Futures
                                 Director of Urbed.




Andrew Meadows – Neighbourhood Development Officer



Lynne Slamon - Senior Democratic Services Officer

1.
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

The Chair welcomed those present to the meeting and advised Members of the format the agenda would be taking.

2.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Cheetham and Robin Garrido and Brian Smith.

3.
BRIDGEWATER CANAL CORRIDOR MASTERPLAN

The Director of Urbed gave a presentation to Members of the Committee regarding the Bridgewater Canal Corridor Master Plan and its associated consultation document.The proposed vision for the Bridgewater Canal Corridor was to “create a living canal connecting communities with unique industrial heritage enjoyed and celebrated by all”.


He also reported on the objectives and aims as detailed below:-

· Restore and conserve the heritage and biodiversity along Britain’s first individual canal system
· Provide opportunities for visitors and residents, including school children, to learn about the rich history of this important historical asset

· Enhance the city-region visitor choice, and strengthen its water and heritage tourism brand

· Interpret the history of the Bridgewater Canal Corridor through a variety of methods and activities

· Develop a cluster of sites of interest along the canal to improve the visitor experience

· Contribute towards health benefits and a healthier lifestyle through opening up and improving access along a key recreational route


Masterplan


The masterplan will help us achieve this vision by outlining key projects and development opportunities along the length of the canal in Salford.  The aim of the masterplan is to:

· Identify areas of potential development and economic opportunity 

· Provide for infrastructure, services and facilities

· Identify movement patterns and improvements

· Create gateways points to the canal

· Increase waterside and waterborne activity 

· Make the most of the industrial assets

· Improve the environment along the towpath

· Open up Worsley Delph and restore Barton Aqueduct

· Secure the ecological sustainability of Old Warke Dam


This was followed by a question and answer session and the following matters and issues were raised and discussed:-

The proposals for the new marina which was indicated would be in line with planning policy.
Concerns re demands for housing development. 

Access to boats and the extra traffic which would be created in the Worsley Road area.
Reference to the marina and the proposal for 250 boats concerns re the number of people arriving by car and the increased traffic and car parking issues.
There were not enough car parking spaces.

Consideration being given to provision for issues such as chandlery, toilet, shops and food, mains electricity, laundry.

Had a ground investigation of boar holes being carried out and it was confirmed this had not been the case.


It would make more sense to move the marina closer to the Monton area particularly in view of the current Boothstown marina and if they were close together the new marina may take business away from the Boothstown marina.


Would there be sufficient business to expand the chandlery to pay for itself.  The present Boothstown marina which it was suggested might be extended on the south side and with a view to people living on the boats the need to improve the appearance of the current Boothstown marina.


The question of bird hides - area for anti-social behaviour.


How to prevent horse riding and off-road vehicles.


Again more car parking concerns particularly in view of poor public transport.


Public realm, public areas, people having a right to walk across even if in private ownership.


The Delph - a separate action plan was being prepared and progress alongside the wider masterplan.  Further work was being commissioned regarding opening up the Delph and the underground canals but the priority was being given to dredging of the canal.  Problems referred to with the Old Warke Dam now being a wet woodland.


Signage and footage with footpaths within the woods and problems with flooding.

The Caernarvon square approach in respect of traffic and general comments regarding the involvement of the community and provision of tourism visitor centres.

           The Community Committee were supportive of the masterplan subject to noting their concerns and amending the plan.


RESOLVED:
THAT the Director of Urbed and Paul Gill be thanked for attending the meeting and addressing Members’ questions and any concerns raised and a note of the meeting be forwarded through to have a response by this Community Committee to the consultation exercise.
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