WORSLEY AND BOOTHSTOWN COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
23rd January, 2002
Boothstown Community Centre,

Worsley


Meeting commenced:
7.30 p.m.
"
ended:
10.15 p.m.
PRESENT:
B. Howard - in the Chair

Councillors Boyd, Garrido and A.K. Holt
A. Dunning - Worsley Civic Trust

M. Howard - Boothstown Residents' Association

P. Hassall - Worsley Methodist Church

P. Ogden - Greenway

B. Smith - Beesley Green Committee

A. Owen - Walkden High School

A. Darlington - Old Warke Dam Society

A. Williamson - Moorside South Residents' Association

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:


P. Evans - Boothstown Residents' Association


A. Harrison - Boothstown Residents' Association


B. Henson - Worsley Village Community Association

S. Tittle - Boothstown Residents' Association

J. Holmes - Boothstown Luncheon Club


B. Linford - Beesley Green Community Centre


A. Booth - Roe Green Bowling and Social Club

OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE:


S. Thompson - Area Co-ordinator 


T. Backhouse - Neighbourhood Co-ordinator


L. Slamon - Corporate Services Directorate


M. Hodgson - Development Services Directorate


M. Leber - Education and Leisure Directorate

59.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of the Walkden Citizens’ Advice Bureau.

60.
MINUTES 
Submitted the minutes of the meetings of the Community Committee held on 28th November and 17th December, 2001.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT, subject to the names of A. Dunning and M. Leber being added to the names of those present at the meeting held on 28th November, the minutes be approved as a correct record.



(2) THAT, subject to the name of the "Roe Green Rowing and Social Club" being amended to read "Roe Green Bowling and Social Club" and to the name of J. Holmes replacing that of D. Griffiths of the Boothstown Luncheon Club, the minutes of the meeting held on 17th December, 2001, be approved as a correct record.

61.
THE DELPH, WORSLEY - PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS

(Previous Minute 55 - 28th November, 2001)

T. Backhouse (a) reported that he had discussed this issue with Officers from the Council's Engineers Section and (b) advised Members of the arrangements for a public meeting to be held at Worsley Courthouse on 13th February.


Reference was made by Members of the Committee to - 

· planned road closures and the current motorway closure which was having an adverse affect on people's jobs particularly if their job entailed travelling around to meet customers and clients; and

· the need for a response to the issues raised to be given by the Council as soon as possible.


RESOLVED:
THAT T. Backhouse, in consultation with appropriate Officers, arrange for a response on the issues raised to be given as soon as possible.

62.
ELECTORAL ROLL

(Previous Minute 51(b) - 28th November, 2001)

A. Dunning indicated that he had not yet received a response from the Council regarding the Council's policy on selling the electoral roll.

RESOLVED:
THAT T. Backhouse arrange for a response to be forwarded to A. Dunning as soon as possible.

63.
COMMUNITY ISSUES

(a)
Beesley Green
Reference was made to the ongoing problem on Beesley Green where there was no street lighting provided and there were problems on the roadway due to potholes

M. Leber indicated that he was liaising urgently to resolve this problem.  He advised Members that there was a dispute over the ownership of the land.  He was hopeful that this matter would be settled within a short time scale, and he indicated that he would keep the Committee advised of the situation.

(b)
Provision of New Footpath - Roe Green

P. Ogden referred to the new development by Bellway on Roe Green and indicated that she had been in discussion with the Highway Section, Development Services, regarding the very strong feeling of local residents that a footpath should be provided on the side of the road linking the new properties with the Post Office.  Discussions were still ongoing to try to pursue this matter.

(c)
A.G.M.A. - Proposal to Cease Funding for the Greater Manchester Centre


for Voluntary Organisations

A. Dunning advised Members that the Association of Greater Manchester Authorities were to cease funding the Greater Manchester Centre for Voluntary Organisations which was based at the old St. Thomas's Church in Ardwick.  This would result in the possible closure of the Centre, and he encouraged Members and local residents to write to the Leader of the Council, or Councillor J. Holt, Member of the AGMA Committee, to present their concerns and objections to the proposal to cease funding.

M. Leber indicated that he was to attend a meeting, on the 25th January, of AGMA relating to the review of grant applications and criteria, and that he would bring this matter to their attention at that meeting.

S. Thompson indicated that he shared the concerns expressed and referred to the effects this would have on voluntary organisations both in Salford and across the Manchester area.

(d)
H.M. The Queen's Golden Jubilee
Councillor Garrido referred to the Queen's Golden Jubilee and to the proposal to light a beacon on the 3rd June, within the Service Delivery Area, to represent community spirit.  She indicated that costings of £3,000 for the provision of the beacon had been obtained and that it was hoped the community representatives would be able to provide a beacon at a much lesser cost.

Reference was also made to a briefing note which was being prepared for anyone interested in providing events or street parties.


In connection with the above, reference was also made to the following issues -

· The difficulties of obtaining lottery grants for one-off celebrations.

· Providing hanging baskets for the celebrations and proposals for their provision and upkeep.

· The Spirit of Friendship arrangements and the concerts to be provided.

· The possibility of the Council waiving charges for applications for road closures when wishing to provide street parties.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the matters raised and discussed be noted.



(2) THAT the Director of Development Services be advised of the request of this Committee for the charges to be waived for applications for road closures in order to provide events to celebrate the Queen's Golden Jubilee.

64.
REVIEW OF COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN - SOCIAL INCLUSION
T. Backhouse submitted and introduced a report which briefly outlined progress since August, 2001, on the work of the Community Action Plan relating to crime, young people and community development.  He indicated that the key objectives of the Plan were -

· Objective 3 - to reduce the incidents of crime and fear of crime.

· Objective 4 - to improve provision and increase opportunities for young people.

· Objective 5 - to promote healthy, active local communities.

Members discussed the objectives within the Plan with particular reference being made to -

· the Worsley Courthouse car park and the work being undertaken to improve security and increased community use of the car park and nearby woodland;

· the proposals for the wheeled sports facility at Parrfold Park, works in respect of which were to start on 1st February, for a period of six weeks.  (A. Owen outlined the proposals and circulated details of the project);

· the need for a Youth Worker to be provided in the Worsley and Walkden area which was one of only two areas within the city without a worker’s presence;

· issues regarding the Youth Service and Boothstown Residents.  (M. Leber agreed to arrange a meeting at senior level to discuss and resolve this issue);

· support for community groups.  (It was agreed that this matter be placed on the agenda for the meeting to be held in March together with an item on developing community centres);

· the list of community groups within the Worsley and Boothstown area and the need to check that the information given was correct; and

· the Homewatch system.  (Members felt that the use of the ring round system was not being used as well as it should be and T. Backhouse agreed to pass these comments on to the police).

65.
BEESLEY GREEN COMMUNITY CENTRE
T. Backhouse (a) reported on the current situation with regard to securement of funding to replace the heating system at Beesley Green Community Centre and (b) indicated that it was anticipated that a contractor would be appointed to take up the works in the near future.

RESOLVED:
THAT the current position be noted; and that Councillor B. Boyd be thanked for his assistance in this matter.

66.
AREA PLAN
Councillor Garrido advised Members that Cabinet, at their meeting held on 22nd January, 2002, considered a report on the nine Area Plans and revisions thereto, including a revised text ("Councillors' Working Group Text") as recommended by Councillors Merry, Warner and Warmisham in respect of the Worsley and Boothstown Area Plan.

She indicated that, together with Councillor Boyd and B. Howard, she had attended the Cabinet meeting and addressed Members in respect of Area Plan items WB1 (Green Belt), WB2 (Salford Forest Park) and WB9 (Education Allocation in Boothstown).  They had expressed concerns that, following the consultation exercise on the Area Plans, the text agreed by the Community Committee for inclusion in the Worsley and Boothstown Area Plan, had been further revised, as set out in the Councillor's Working Group text, and indicating that such revised text was not acceptable to the Community Committee.

The Cabinet resolved that the Councillor's Working Group text, details of which were circulated and read out in respect of WB1, WB2 and WB9, be substituted for those previously suggested by the Community Committee.

Councillor Garrido indicated that she felt that such decision was taken without the knowledge of the Community Committee and that she proposed to invoke the Council's Call-In Procedure.

Members discussed this matter and shared the views and concerns of Councillors Garrido, Boyd and the Chair, referring to -

· the fact that no other area plan included details of a proposed planning application;

· views expressed by the Leader of the Council concerning the Racecourse proposal;

· only one of the Members of the Councillor's Working Group namely Councillor Warner being present at the Cabinet meeting; and

· the general way in which this whole issue had been handled by the Cabinet and Council Members.

Reference was made also to the fair and honest advice given by the officers of the Development Services Directorate and from Forward Planning with regard to the Plan.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the Community Committee unanimously endorse the action proposed by the local Councillors to call-in the Cabinet decision for scrutiny.




(2) THAT the Chair and the Deputy Chair write to the Chief Executive expressing the utmost concern at the manner in which this matter has been handled.

67.
PLANNING APPLICATION - LAND ADJACENT TO ST. ANDREW'S SCHOOL

M. Hodgson reported that the application had been refused as it was not in accordance with the development plan.  He indicated that Peel had a right of appeal but this had not been exercised so far.


Councillor Garrido indicated that the land had been earmarked for community use and that there was a need for the community to consider some suggestions for the future use of the land.

68.
SALFORD'S HEALTH INVESTMENT FOR TOMORROW (SHIFT)

A document was submitted which gave details of a consultation being undertaken by the Salford and Trafford NHS concerning proposed changes to Health Care Services in Salford which would form part of a major scheme known as Salford's Health Investment For Tomorrow.  The period of formal consultation was from 21st December, 2001, to 1st March, 2002.


RESOLVED:
THAT any responses to the proposals contained in the consultation document on Salford's Health Investment For Tomorrow be forwarded individually by Members of the Committee and the community.

69.
SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING GUIDANCE

M. Hodgson introduced a report of the Director of Development Services entitled Supplementary Planning Guidance.  He reported on three new documents which had been produced which constituted the draft Supplementary Planning Guidance as follows -

· House extensions - a guide to what was considered acceptable, advising how homes could be extended.

· Trees: planting and protection - advice on sound tree practice and policies of the Council designed to protect trees and improve the landscape of the area.

· Enforcement Charter - setting down the context of the planning enforcement and some standards of how the Council would perform those functions.

RESOLVED:
THAT any comments on the proposals be forwarded either in writing or by e-mail to the Development Services Directorate before the end of February, 2002.

70.
COMMUNITY NETWORK FESTIVAL
Details of the a Community Network Festival launching the new Salford Community Network to be held on Wednesday, 6th February, 2002, at Buile Hill Park Salford, were circulated and noted.

71.
WORSLEY AND BOOTHSTOWN BUDGET SUB-GROUP
T. Backhouse indicated that he would liaise with Members of the Group and submit a timetable for future meetings to the next meeting of the Community Committee for information.

72.
‘A YEAR OF OPPORTUNITY’ - BUDGET PROPOSALS REPORT 2002/2003
Councillor Boyd referred to the consultation document on the Council's Budget proposals which were being held that evening at the Salford Civic Centre, Swinton.  Members felt the need to comment on the proposals and requested that a special meeting of the Community Committee be held on 31st January, 2002, to discuss this.

RESOLVED:
THAT the Director of Corporate Services be requested to hold a special meeting to discuss the proposals contained in the budget report 'A Year of Opportunity' with this Community Committee and residents in the Worsley and Boothstown area; and that Councillor Antrobus be requested if possible to attend that meeting.

73.
OFSTED Reports
T. Backhouse circulated details of two OFSTED reports for the Boothstown Methodist Primary School and for Walkden High School for Members' information.

74.
LOTTERY FUNDING
T. Backhouse circulated details of a summary for Lottery funding for Members' information.

R:\status\working\admin\omin\wbcm230102.doc

