WORSLEY AND BOOTHSTOWN COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
Boothstown Community Centre,
Boothstown, 
Worsley.

24th March, 2004

Meeting commenced:
7.30 p.m.
"
ended:
9.45 p.m.
PRESENT:
A. Dunning (Worsley Civic Trust) - in the Chair

Councillors B. Boyd, B. Howard and K. Garrido
J. Eastham - CINBADS

A. Grennan - Boothstown Luncheon Club

J. Holmes - Boothstown Luncheon Club

P. Hassall - Worsley Methodist Church

S. Tittle - Boothstown Residents’ Association

M.A. Howard - Boothstown Residents’ Association

P. Ogden - Greenway

B. Smith - Beesley Green Community Centre

A. Owen - Walkden High School

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:


S. Thompson - Area Co-ordinator


T. Backhouse - Neighbourhood Co-ordinator


L. Slamon - Corporate Services Directorate 


A. Morris - Sports Development 


Inspector A. Sutcliffe 
} Greater Manchester Police


Sergeant D. Fraser

}


H. Butler - Salford Advertiser

186.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of A. Booth, J. Dawson, B. Henson, R. Garrido, M. Leber, M. Shaw, C. Wright and L. Wrightson.


Members noted that M. Leber was unwell at present and asked that their best wishes for a speedy recovery and return to good health be conveyed to Mike together with their thanks for all the work he has undertaken with regard to the Worsley Tourism Strategy and for all the work he carries out in his role as Link Officer for this Community Committee area.

187.
REVISED POLICING ARRANGEMENTS IN SALFORD

Inspector A. Sutcliffe attended the meeting and presented to the Community Committee details of proposals for the future of policing in Salford.


He reported on the aim of the new proposals to improve divisional performance and operational effectiveness and to be more responsive to the needs of the local population and identified the changes that would be made in that sub-divisional boundaries would be removed and five geographic areas established under the local command of an Inspector.  He indicated that his role was Inspector of the Salford West geographical area which covered the wards of Little Hulton, Walkden North and Walkden South and Worsley and Boothstown (which would incorporate the new Boothstown and Ellenbrook ward to come into effect in June, 2004).  He also advised Members of the management and staffing structures and how these would operate.  


Members discussed with Inspector A. Sutcliffe and Sergeant D. Fraser the revised policing arrangements in Salford and reference was made in particular during discussion to the following issues -

· Arrangements for the monitoring of and dealing with persistent offenders when they were released from prison

· The need to link in with performance of the Greater Manchester Police the performance of the judiciary in dealing with convicted criminals

· Contact arrangements.  Inspector A. Sutcliffe advised Members of the new Response policy which was to be put in operation.  Members indicated that they would find a local number to contact more accessible than having to ring the Crescent.  Sergeant D. Fraser indicated that consideration was being given to a possible 888 number being introduced.  Inspector A. Sutcliffe circulated details of his direct line and e-mail for Members to contact him directly

· Policing of dangerous criminals and the resources used in escorting such criminals to the court from prison which Councillor K. Garrido thought was excessive.  Inspector A. Sutcliffe explained the reasons for this and the danger which would be put to society if this was not carried out

· The resourcing of football matches.  Inspector A. Sutcliffe indicated that the extra police used to resource football matches were officers on rest days and this would not have an effect on the resources for the Community Committee area


Inspector A. Sutcliffe also made reference to a number of letters which they had received from members of the public expressing their thanks for dealing with recent matters.  Councillor B. Boyd referred to a letter from local residents thanking the community beat officers for their efforts in addressing recent problems with youths in the area.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the revised policing arrangements in Salford as outlined by Inspector A. Sutcliffe and Sergeant D. Fraser be noted and that they be thanked for attending today’s meeting.




(2) THAT Sergeant D. Fraser be thanked for his work in the community and wished a happy retirement.

188.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting held on 28th January, 2004, be approved as a correct record.  

189.
COMMUNITY ISSUES


(a)
Kempnough Brook

Councillor B. Boyd indicated that green colouration of the brook had been noted and the Environmental Agency on inspecting the brook had confirmed that it was the chemical flourescein and that it was most likely to be the result of some technical test of drainage being undertaken in the area.  He indicated that it was not harmful and would not cause any permanent damage. 


(b)
Salford Atlas

M. Howard indicated that there was no reference in the Salford Atlas to the Boothstown area or Marina and that no indication on the general layout map of the walk along the canal etc.  


RESOLVED:
THAT the Political Executive investigate this matter with the appropriate Directorate.

190.
A. MORRIS - SPORTS DEVELOPMENT OFFICER

T. Backhouse advised the Community Committee that A. Morris would be leaving the employment of the authority shortly and thanked her for all her work in the Community Committee area.  Members echoed the thanks expressed and wished Amy well for the future.

191.
TOURISM FORUM LAUNCH

Councillor K. Garrido reported on the launch of Destination Worsley, the new tourism strategy for the Worsley and Boothstown Community Committee area which took place on Saturday, 20th March, 2004, at Worsley Court House and was attended by a consortium of local residents, business representatives and Salford City Council Officers and Members.  She indicated that the event marked the beginning of a five year action plan to promote Worsleys unique tourist attractions and protect its incomparable industrial heritage.  She referred to the key speakers at the launch and to the successful official signing ceremony to endorse the strategy and set the action plans in motion.  


Councillor K. Garrido reported that the next stage was for a Worsley Tourism Forum to be set up which would meet four times a year and produce a destination management plan and an actual action plan and on approaches which had been made for a Chair of that Forum.


RESOLVED:
THAT the launch of Destination Worsley and proposals to establish the Worsley Tourism Forum be noted.

192.
BEESLEY GREEN COMMUNITY CENTRE - 


PROVISION OF UPLIGHTERS FOR MAIN HALL

The Community Committee discussed the current situation regarding the refurbishment works being undertaken at Beesley Green Community Centre and the overspend which had occurred.  The main discussions centred around the provision of the uplighters which would cost an additional £1,000.  Members were informed that K. Roberts had authorised the work to proceed as a good will gesture and that they were looking for a contribution from this Community Committee towards the provision of the uplighters. An original request had been made to the Budget Sub-Group who had referred the matter to this Community Committee for final determination. 


Reference was made during the discussion to -

· The background to the works being undertaken at Beesley Green Community Centre

· The position regarding monies from Worsley Community Association and the agreement with the Council regarding this

· Works being undertaken in other Community Centres


B. Smith indicated that the Beesley Green Management Committee did have a development fund and it might be possible for a contribution from that fund to be made to the £1,000 cost of the uplighters.


RESOLVED:
THAT, subject to the Beesley Green Management Committee agreeing to provide £500 towards the cost of the uplighters authority be given for a grant of £500 to be made from the Community Committee Devolved Budget to meet the cost of the provision of the uplighters.

193.
POLITICAL GROUP EXECUTIVE WALKABOUT 

Councillor K. Garrido introduced details of the sites visited and issues considered at the Worsley and Boothstown Political Executive Group Walkabout which was held on the 8th March, 2004.


Reference was made in particular to the following arising from consideration of the Political Executive walkabout -

· The proposal for representatives of the Manchester Ship Canal Company to attend the May Community Committee to do a presentation regarding the scheme to renovate the tow path along the Bridgewater Canal at a cost of £4M;

· The question of the Old Warke Dam Society accessing additional funds if the dam was to be designated as a fishing base which it was not at present.  Councillor B. Boyd indicated that he was to discuss this matter further with representatives of the Old Warke Dam Society;

· Hazelhurst Fold (Goosefield).  Councillor B. Boyd referred to the responses made to submissions in connection with the budget consultation and indicated that the maintenance status for Goosefield needed to be established;

· The filtering of the iron ochre from the canal and the differing views of this matter; and

· The proposal for viewing platforms and public access to be provided to view the reed beds.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the details of the Political Executive walkabout be noted.




(2) THAT the Political Executive ascertain the current position regarding the provision of viewing platforms and public access to the reed beds.

194.
NEIGHBOURHOOD MANAGEMENT

A. Owen referred to the proposals to develop a model of neighbourhood management in the city the aim of which was to improve service delivery to communities through the creation of neighbourhood teams overseen by Local Partnership Boards.  He expressed his concern that the proposals as outlined were not clear or understandable.  He also expressed his concerns regarding the remit of Political Executive as he considered that the role being undertaken by the Executive was on occasions outside their remit.


S. Thompson referred to the best value review of community engagement which was being undertaken and to the recommendation in that review that the new proposals be spelt out explicitly and the roles of each Neighbourhood Team etc. also spelt out clearly.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT T. McDonald be requested to submit a report to the May meeting of this Community Committee clarifying the new Neighbourhood Management Structure to be put in place and detailing the roles and responsibilities of all the different community structures i.e. the new Local Partnership Board, the Political Executive, the Community Team and Link Officer Groups and how it was proposed that they would all integrate with each other and work in partnership together.




(2) THAT such clarity be incorporated in the best value performance plan when this is finalised.

195.
WORSLEY AND BOOTHSTOWN COMMUNITY BUDGET

A report containing details of the recommendations of the Worsley and Boothstown Community Budget Sub-Group held on 10th March, 2004, together with the financial position statement as at 23rd February, 2004, was submitted.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the decisions of the Budget Sub-Group be endorsed by this Committee.




(2) THAT the financial position statement be noted.

196.
POLITICAL EXECUTIVE MINUTES

Submitted the minutes of the meeting of the Political Executive held on 9th February, 2004.


RESOLVED:
THAT the minutes be noted.

197.
GMPTE LOCAL TRANSPORT BULLETIN - SPRING 2004

Submitted for information the GMPTE Local Transport Bulletin.  Councillor K. Garrido advised the Community Committee that the next meeting of the Local Transport Group was to be held on Tuesday, 20th July, 2004.

198.
EDUCATION SCHOOL ADMISSION EXCLUSION APPEALS PANELS

Details of the operation of Education School Admission Exclusion Appeals Panels were circulated and Members encouraged to submit the details to their Group with a view to recruiting new members to serve on these Panels.

199.
NEW WARD BOUNDARIES

T. Backhouse referred to the new ward boundaries which would come into operation in June, 2004, and indicated that he had details of the boundaries if anybody wished to see these.

200.
SMOKING IN PUBLIC PLACES

Councillor K. Garrido indicated that the Big Smoke Debate North West had recently been launched which invited all those who lived and worked in the region to voice their opinions and have their say as to whether enclosed places such as restaurants and bars should be smoke free.  She indicated that anybody wishing to express any views should contact A. Carbery on 793 3316 or e-mail her on amanda.carbery@salford.gov.uk prior to 21st May, 2004.

201.
TASK GROUP UPDATE

M. Howard referred to the proposal for Task Groups to prepare a short report for consideration by the Political Executive at their meeting to be held in April, 2004, and for such reports then to be considered by the Community Committee in May, 2004.


Members noted that it had been the practice for regular updates to be given to the Community Committee on the work of the Task Group and that this procedure was to be put in place again.


RESOLVED:
THAT the position be noted and that the Chairs of each of the Task Groups be requested to provide the progress reports.

202.
THE IMPLICATIONS OF NEW WARD BOUNDARIES FOR COMMUNITY COMMITTEES

Members were reminded that at the meeting of the Community Committee held on 28th January, 2004 (Minute 176 refers), a resolution was passed that the Chair of this Committee write to the Chairs of the Little Hulton and Walkden and Swinton Community Committees inviting them to attend a future meeting of the Committee to discuss the role of the Committee in light of the proposed boundary changes and to welcome new members.


This request had been considered by the Little Hulton and Walkden Political Executive Group at their meeting held on 26th February, 2004, at which they resolved that they did not consider it was necessary to attend a meeting of the Worsley and Boothstown Community Committee at this stage.


A. Owen expressed his concerns that a request from this Committee to the Little Hulton and Walkden Community Committee had been intercepted by the Political Executive and a decision made there rather than at the Community Committee itself.  


Members of the Community Committee shared these concerns and asked that these be conveyed to Members of the Little Hulton and Walkden Community Committee.


RESOLVED:
THAT the Little Hulton/Walkden Community Committee be advised accordingly.

 203.
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

It was noted that the next meeting would be held on Wednesday, 26th May, 2004, at 7.30 p.m. at the Worsley Methodist Church, Worsley.
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