WORSLEY AND BOOTHSTOWN COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
Worsley Methodist Church

Barton Road

Worsley

26th May, 2004

Meeting commenced:
7.30 p.m.
"
ended:
9.50 p.m.
PRESENT:
R. Garrido (Worsley Village Community Association) - in the Chair

Councillors B. Boyd, B. Howard and K. Garrido



P. Ogden - Greenway




B. Smith - Beesley Green Community Centre




L. Wrightson - Moorside South Residents’ Association




A. Grennan
} Worsley Methodist Church




P. Hassall
}




C. Wright - Salford Sea Cadets




A. Owen - Walkden High School




B. Henson - Worsley Village Community Association




M.A. Howard - Boothstown Residents’ Association




S. Tittle - Boothstown Residents’ Association




J. Holmes - Boothstown Luncheon Club




P. Haigh - Ellesmere Sports Club 




M. Shaw - Over 60s Club




A. Darlington - Old Warke Dam Society


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:




M. Bleese - Area Co-ordinator




T. Backhouse - Neighbourhood Co-ordinator 




L. Slamon - Senior Committee Administrator




M. Webb 
} For Minute 205 (The Bridgewater Way)




J. Roberts
}

203.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of A. Booth, A. Dunning, J. Dawson, J. Eastham and J. Williams.

204.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
The minutes of the meeting held on 24th March, 2004, were agreed as a correct record subject to the spelling of ‘fluorescein’ in Minute 188(a) regarding Kempnough Brook being amended to read correctly.

205.
THE BRIDGEWATER WAY
M. Webb and J. Roberts attended the meeting and gave an informative presentation on the proposals for the Bridgewater Way as a fresh approach to the use of the towpath as a key recreational resource of the north west.  They indicated that proposals included a programme of renewal and regeneration including:

· Access points and new services;

· Focal points, public heart and heritage and 

· A safer more appealing route.

The Bridgewater Way would cost approximately £8M.  In addition to funding from the Bridgewater Canal Trust, the Manchester Ship Canal Company and Peel Holdings, funding was being sought from the North West Development Agency, European Partners, Heritage, Lottery, Arts Council, the private sector, landfill tax and other grant bodies and community partnerships.  

Members discussed the proposals with reference being made to the following issues -

· The membership of the Bridgewater Canal Trust.  M. Webb indicated that membership was mainly from member representation from each of the eight local authorities which the Bridgewater Canal passed through and that A. Dunning attended user group meetings on behalf of the Worsley Civic Trust.  M. Webb indicated that he would welcome a further nomination from the Community Committee who could attend the user group and that if this information was forwarded by a letter he would forward details of dates of meetings etc.

· Parts of the canal displaying no cycling notices.  M. Webb indicated that, at the moment, the policy of the Bridgewater Canal Trust was one of no cycling on the Bridgewater Canal Way because cycleways required maintenance to a higher standard.  The scheme would include maintenance to the towpath and it was hoped in principle to make it accessible for cyclists.

· Provision for car parking.  M. Webb indicated that it was proposed that car parking be provided at certain locations to enable disabled access etc.  J. Roberts indicated that car parking would be provided on a small scale so as not to generate additional road traffic or to encourage people to use cars.

· Risk assessment and safety issues with discussion regarding warning notices being displayed and companies having a duty of care irrespective of such notices.

· Proposals for signage.  R. Garrido referred to the work being undertaken to make road signs etc., more traditional and in keeping with the area and asked what the proposals there were for signage for the towpath.  J. Roberts indicated that designs at this stage had not been looked at in great detail and that when that stage was reached the Community Committee would be consulted.

· Proposals for the art trail.  J. Roberts explained proposals to develop this together with the Arts Council and the British Waterways Arts Partnership with an artist working with local communities.  She invited Members to get involved at a later stage once the project was started.

· How the project related to steam, coal and canal.  Mike Webb indicated that steam, coal and canal were now three separate projects namely Red Rose, The Delph and Barton Aqueduct which were being dealt with via partners individually. 

· The proposed timescale for the project and how it was proposed to start initially with the two areas receiving European funding namely Hulton and Barton.

· Proposals to involve community groups and local residents in the development of the Bridgewater Way.  J. Roberts referred to the consultation process which would develop during the next year and indicated that they would be talking to community groups within the eight authorities.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the issues raised and discussed be noted.



(2) THAT M. Webb and J. Roberts be thanked for attending the meeting and for a very informative presentation.

206.
COMMUNITY COMMITTEE ACTION SHEET
Submitted the Community Committee action sheet arising from issues discussed at the meeting of the Community Committee held on 24th March, 2004.

With regard to the Salford Atlas, Councillor K. Garrido invited Members of the Committee to let her have any information regarding any comments on information contained in the atlas which she could feed back to appropriate officers. 

With regard to the provision of viewing platforms and public access to the reed beds, Councillor K. Garrido indicated that there was no reference to this in the planning application.  It was agreed that a letter would be sent to the company responsible for providing the reed beds asking what provision they proposed to make for a viewing platform and advising them that this Community Committee would like to see such a provision provided on the side of the canal.

207.
COMMUNITY ISSUES

(a)
Beesley Green Community Centre - Provision of Lighting
B. Smith reported on the current position regarding the provision of uplighters at the Beesley Green Community Centre.

RESOLVED:
THAT the Community Committee be provided with a report on the cost of labour and materials in relation to the provision of uplighters at the Beesley Green Community Centre at their next meeting.


(b)
The Spirit of the Community - Programme of Events
Councillor K. Garrido outlined the programme of events for the Spirit of Community Festival to be held in Worsley from 17th July to 1st August, 2004.  She indicated that 600 leaflets were being prepared and these would be forwarded to community groups. 

(c)
Use of Worsley Courthouse
Members of the Political Executive expressed their concern regarding charges for the use of the Courthouse which they felt were excessive for community use.

The Chairman expressed his concerns that the costs to the community for use of the Courthouse were extortionate and made reference to other parts of the city who get community rates when using similar buildings.

Councillor B. Boyd indicated that revenue from the Courthouse was actually being used to subsidise Buile Hill.  He indicated that the Courthouse had been taken over as a capital asset by the commercial side of the Council and that this was deplorable.  He indicated that he would like an answer to the questions who was the registered owner of the Courthouse and who paid for the capital charges.

RESOLVED:
THAT a report be provided for the Community Committee on the use of the Courthouse and addressing what concessionary charges are provided for the use of other Council buildings in the city.

208.
TASK GROUP REPORTS

(a)
Environmental Planning and Transportation Task Group
M. Howard introduced a report containing details of the membership and officer representation on the Environmental Planning and Transportation Task Group and addressing the role and function of the Task Group and the difficulties he considered the group had faced due to lack of attendance by appropriate officers and general support for the Task Group.  He referred to a meeting which had been held at which the Area Co-ordinator had not attended.  M. Bleese indicated that he was not aware that such a meeting would take place indicating that he would most definitely have attended or notified the persons concerned if this was possible.

Members discussed a number of issues arising from the report which included -

· Appropriate administrative support for the Task Group.

· The scrutiny process.

· Agenda management and the general feeling that agendas set were over ambitious with the need to arrange special meetings as appropriate.

· Reference to the lack of achievement of the Community Committee by P. Ogden.

P. Ogden at this point submitted her resignation indicating that she had been a Member of the Community Committee for ten years and was disappointed with any lack of progress or achievements during that time.

M. Bleese as new Area Co-ordinator indicated that he was aware of concerns from local Councillors and that he was disappointed at his first meeting for a resignation to be submitted.  He indicated that he was in discussions with T. McDonald regarding the work of the Community Committee and that he would endeavour to try and resolve the issues raised and he was committed to make the work of the Committee more effective. He referred to the new Neighbourhood Management Team which would be established and that he would be addressing the basic issues raised such as support for the Task Groups etc.

Reference was also made to the proposals for the racecourse.  The Chairman advised the Community Committee that the planning application had still not been submitted as expected.  He asked that his disappointment be recorded at the lack of the planning application from Peel Holdings when they had taken the trouble to promote a public relations exercise to gain support prior to submitting the application.  The Committee noted that it was probable that a special meeting would be arranged once the application had been submitted to discuss the racecourse proposals.

(b)
Working with Young People and Community Safety Task Group
T. Backhouse introduced a report containing details of the membership and purpose of the Working with Young People and Community Safety Task Group outlining the issues discussed during the last 12 months and future considerations for those groups.

Discussion was held regarding the reports with particular reference being made to -

· The role of the Community Safety Task Group and the future of this group.  Reference was made to the attendance at the group being mainly local Councillors and whether it was appropriate for the group to continue or for a police officer to attend the Community Committee on a quarterly basis and for a regular item to be included on the agenda to address community safety issues.

· The public voice on policing meetings which the Community Committee felt were not working effectively within the community.

· The membership of the Community Safety Task Group and the possibility of involving other persons such as homewatch representatives etc., who would have an interest in serving on that group.

Members noted that the position regarding task groups would be considered at the Annual General Meeting to be held in July, 2004.

209.
WORSLEY AND BOOTHSTOWN COMMUNITY BUDGET
A report containing details of the recommendations of the Worsley and Boothstown Community Budget Sub-Group held on 12th May, 2004, was submitted.  The report contained details of applications recommended for approval under the Community Committee devolved budget and also the Community use of schools budget.

S. Tittle referred to the grants approved to 1st Boothstown Brownies and 1st Boothstown (St. Mary’s Guides and Brownies) and asked that further investigation be made as to these groups.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the recommendations of the Budget Sub-Group be approved subject to the applications referred to above being deferred for further clarification; and that the Chairman and Deputy Chairman be authorised to determine those applications on receipt of such information.



(2) THAT guidance regarding the community use of schools budget be circulated with these minutes for Members’ information.

210.
NEIGHBOURHOOD MANAGEMENT
T. Backhouse outlined the current position regarding proposals for the introduction of neighbourhood management.  Councillor K. Garrido indicated that at the last meeting a report had been requested from T. McDonald.

A. Owen referred to a meeting which he had attended regarding the future of neighbourhood management and expressed his concerns that the Council had appointed consultants on this matter and that no progress had been made and it was not clear how neighbourhood management would operate in the future.

RESOLVED:
THAT T. McDonald be again requested to provide a report for the July meeting of this Committee outlining future proposals for the operation of neighbourhood management in the Worsley and Boothstown Community Committee area.

211.
ARRANGEMENTS FOR NEW WARD BOUNDARIES AND BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
Councillor K. Garrido outlined the arrangements for the provision of the Community Committee Budget arising from the new ward boundary provision.  She indicated that in a full year the Committee would receive £21,198 and that for 2003/04 receive £19,657 as the new boundaries would not come into effect until 10th June, 2004.  She outlined the fact that the figures had been incorrect in the first instance and this had been brought to the attention of appropriate officers by the Political Executive Members following which the figures had been revised and the Committee received more monies. 

She indicated that further revisions were to be made to those figures which would probably be finalised in July, 2004.  

The Chairman thanked the Political Executive for their efforts in ensuring that the figures for the Community Committee budget were indeed correct and appropriate for the Community Committee area.

RESOLVED:
THAT the position regarding the budget be noted and that details be attached to the minutes and circulated to the Community Committee Members for information.

212.
DESTINATION WORSLEY
The Chairman reported on the problems which had been caused by comments made by the Lead Member for Tourism, Councillor Barry Warner, regarding the Tourism Strategy and the racecourse proposals.  He indicated that Members who had worked on producing the Tourism Strategy were proposing to withdraw from the Worsley Tourism Forum which had been appointed to take the strategy forward.  He reported that the Political Executive had raised this issue on two occasions at the full Council meetings and also with the Leader of the Council, Councillor John Merry, who had indicated that he proposed to send a letter to all groups in the Worsley and Boothstown area stressing that it was not Council policy that the racecourse was part of the Tourism Strategy.

He reported that such a letter had not yet been received and until such time the situation remained the same.  Members discussed this issue and it was -

RESOLVED:
THAT in the absence of a suitable retraction by the Council, the Worsley and Boothstown Community Committee withdraws their support from any connection with the Tourism Strategy.  However should an appropriate letter as promised by the Leader of the Council, Councillor J. Merry, be made available this matter be reviewed at the next Community Committee meeting.

213.
LOCAL ROADS IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME
Councillor K. Garrido referred to information she had received from S. Lee, Head of Engineering and Highways regarding a local roads improvement programme. 

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be referred for consideration to the Environmental Transportation and Planning Task Group on 16th June, 2004.

214.
POLITICAL EXECUTIVE MINUTES
Submitted the minutes of the meetings of the Political Executive held on 20th April and 10th May, 2004.


RESOLVED:
THAT the minutes be noted.

215.
BURGLARY REDUCTION INITIATIVE
Submitted a report prepared by the Burglary Reduction Project Manager outlining the details of the Burglary Reduction Initiative.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

216.
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
It was agreed that the next meeting would be brought forward one week from the scheduled date and be held on Wednesday, 21st July, 2004, at 7.30 p.m., at a venue to be determined.
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