Worsley and Boothstown Community Committee - 28th November, 2001


WORSLEY AND BOOTHSTOWN COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
St. Mark's School,

Worsley

28th November, 2001

Meeting commenced:
7.30 p.m.
"
ended:
9.20 p.m.
PRESENT:
B. Howard - in the Chair

Councillors Boyd, Garrido and A.K. Holt
S.N. Tittle - Boothstown Residents' Association

J. Holmes - Boothstown Luncheon Club

B. Smith - Beesley Green Hall Management Committee

A. Darlington - Old Warke Dam Society

P. Ogden - Greenway Committee

A. Owen - Walkden High School

R. Garrido - Worsley Village Community Association

M. Howard - Boothstown Residents' Association

P. Hassall - Worsley Methodist Church

J. Williams - 1st Worsley Scout Group

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:


A.S. Booth - Roe Green Bowling and Social Club

P. Evans - Local Resident

A. Harrison - Local Resident

A. Williamson - Moorside South Residents' Association

S.L. Wrightson - Moorside South Residents' Association

M. Roe - Greenway Committee

C. Marsh - Greenway Committee

J. Jackues - Resident

K. Thompson - Roe Green Civic Trust


B. Henson - Worsley Village Community Association

OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE:


S. Thompson - Area Co-ordinator


T. Backhouse - Neighbourhood Co-ordinator


E. Titley - Corporate Services Directorate


M. Hodgson - Development Services Directorate


C. Hughes - Community Development Worker


C. Findley - Development Services Directorate


A. Partington - Development Services Directorate

46.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of St. Andrew's School, Boothstown.

47.
MINUTES
(a) 
Community Committee

The minutes of the meeting of the Community Committee held on 26th September, 2001, were agreed as a correct record.

(b)
Budget Sub Group

The minutes of the meeting of the Budget Sub Group held on13th November, 2001, were approved.

48.
LOCAL EDUCATION AUTHORITY REVIEW

(Previous Minute 35 - 20th September, 2001)

It was reported that consultation was now to take place on the Review of Allocations Policy for Schools within the area and that the Community Committee would be kept informed.  

49.
MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE

RESOLVED:
THAT Brian Smith, representing the Beesley Green Community Centre Management Committee, be appointed as a Member of the Worsley and Boothstown Community Committee.

50.
BEESLEY GREEN COMMUNITY CENTRE
Members raised concerns with regard to the promised report on the Beesley Green Community Centre not being available at the meeting.  Steve Thompson the Area Co-ordinator stated that he would circulate the report to Members as soon as possible.  The Committee asked that a timetable of proposed actions be included in the report.

Steve Thompson reported on the issues concerning the future of Beesley Green Community Centre.  He stated that there were no plans to 'run down' the Community Centre and stated that the Council was very much committed to the use by the Worsley community of Beesley Green.  He further stated that discussions had taken place with Bellway Homes and that Bellway Homes had examined the fabric of the building and stated that the roof was in good condition.  

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the Beesley Green future development report be circulated to Committee Members as soon as possible.



(2) THAT the Chairman, Deputy Chairman and Link Member for the Community Committee be present at the Management Committee of Beesley Green Community Centre when its future development is being discussed.

51.
COMMUNITY ISSUES

(a)
Lottery Grant
Christine Hughes reported that a grant of £4,000 had been awarded to a group for disabled persons called 'Voice of the Maples'.

(b)
Electoral Roll/Population Decline
Adrian Dunning asked on the Council's policy on selling the electoral roll.  He stated that the issue of population decline seemed to be in conflict with what statistics actually showed.  Councillor Boyd mentioned the recent census which hopefully should clear the confusion.  Chris Findley further reported that the census would give a headline figure.

(c)
Worsley Village - Switch on of Christmas Lights
It was reported on arrangements for the switch on of the lights in Worsley Village. 

(d)
Standsfield Centre, Boothstown - Carol Service and Switch


on of Christmas Lights
It was reported that lights at the Standsfield Centre would be switched on with a carol service on 9th December, at 5.00 p.m.

In general the Committee were glad to see that areas of Worsley and Boothstown were now having Christmas lights and expressed the desire to see more areas having their own lights, however they realised that the issue of having Christmas lights was somewhat complex and could indeed be costly.

52.
TOURISM PROGRESS REPORT
The Tourism Task Group presented their report to the Community Committee.  The report concentrated on the programme of works, the tourism map, the tourism audit, and a residents and visitors survey.  The report also concentrated on what future works the Tourism Task Group would be carrying out.  Mike Leber paid tribute to the work of the Tourism Group and asked those who had not filled in the residents' survey to do so. 

Robin Garrido further reported on a survey regarding the Courthouse car park in respect of which 100 responses had so far been received.  

It was reported that in the next three months the Tourism Group would start to assess the surveys and the facilities audit after which they would consider the draft strategy and start to put the assessments into the strategy.  It was hoped that a report would be available for the Community Committee at its April, 2002, meeting.

53.
AREA PLAN
Chris Findley, Development Services Directorate, presented the report of the Worsley and Boothstown Area Plan which summarised the consultation process undertaken on the Area Plan and which reported on the responses received as a result of this process and any proposed changes to the Area Plan where necessary.

With regard to the Area Plans statement on primary school provision Councillor Boyd mentioned that it was the Director of Education and Leisure's view that there was adequate primary provision and not reflected by the local community/area.  With regard to this Councillor Garrido also mentioned that the consultation on the subject could not be  ignored.

With regard to WB9 the Committee expressed the desire to see the wording reflect the need for this land to be protected from housing.

Robin Garrido expressed the desire that the wording on the Leigh Guided Busway issue should reflect local feeling as a result of the consultation.

Adrian Dunning mentioned that the Area Plan did not take into account any traffic problems which were apparent in Worsley and Boothstown.  It was moved and seconded that the Area Plan be not accepted and that WB2 and WB18 be excluded from the plan.

The motion was put to the vote and carried.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the Area Plan be not accepted and that WB2 and WB18 be excluded from the Plan.



(2) THAT a Special Meeting of the Community Committee be held on Monday, 17th December, at 7.30 p.m,, at a venue to be decided to discuss the issue of the Area Plan.

54.
VICARS HALL LANE PLANNING APPLICATION
Martin Hodgson from Development Services Directorate submitted a report asking the Community Committee to give their opinion on a current planning application for residential development of land off Vicars Hall Lane and to seek advice about the future use and allocation of the site.  Martin stated that the Council may be asked to demonstrate that there was still a need for the space to remain open.

RESOLVED:
THAT the Community Committee is of the opinion that this land should remain committed for community provision in the area.

55.
THE DELPH WORSLEY PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS
A report was submitted on the Delph by Development Services.  Background information was given with regard to the Coal Authority's plans to prevent any further pollution of the Delph area from iron ochre from the old mines.  It was reported that this was to be one of the Coal Authority's highest priorities, and it was planned to employ engineers to prevent any further pollution.  It was reported that there would be a public meeting in the near future to discuss the issue.

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

56.
GMPTA
Steve Thompson reported on Local Transport Group meetings which were completely open to members of the public.  He reported that the Community Committee should have been asked to nominate two Members, the Chair asked that it be investigated why this had not already happened.

RESOLVED:
THAT Leslie Wrightson and Adrian Dunning be nominated to represent the Community Committee at Local Transport Group meetings.

57.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

(i)
Adrian Dunning mentioned the M60 Jetts leaflet on the motorway situation.


(ii)
Leslie Wrightson mentioned the problem of objection letters to planning applications which were not available for public sight until the application had been placed on the Planning and Transportation Regulatory Panel agenda.  Martin Hodgson reported that this was a correct procedure and was a matter of Council policy.


(iii)
A Member asked about the Racecourse application and whether it had been discussed.  It was reported that the application had been widely consulted and that further meetings would be held in January.  It was reported that Boothstown Residents' Association had submitted a list of questions to the Development Services Directorate and were currently waiting for responses.

58.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was reported that the next meeting of the Community Committee would be held on the 23rd January, 2002, at a venue to be yet agreed.


The Chairman wished all officers and Members of the Community Committee a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
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