PART 1

(OPEN TO THE PUBLIC)
ITEM NO.

REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER FOR CORPORATE SERVICES



TO:         COUNCIL – 17TH DECEMBER 2003



TITLE:  PRECEPT PAYMENTS 2004/2005



RECOMMENDATIONS:

It is recommended that the payment of precepts in 2004/2005 should be made in twelve equal instalments on the 23rd of each month (or on the first day thereafter if the 23rd falls on a weekend or on a bank holiday).



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

The City Council is required to determine a schedule of instalments each year for the payments from the Collection Fund.

The report suggests that payments in 2004/2005 should follow the same arrangements as those which have been in operation for the last few years.



BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

(Available for public inspection)

Local Authority (Funds) (England) Regulations 1992



CONTACT OFFICER:   Colin Kay   Tel No.  793 3245   colin.kay@salford.gov.uk


ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Low



SOURCES OF FUNDING: Revenue Resources 



LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED: Not Applicable 



WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):   None specifically



KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:  Compliance with statutory responsibilities.



REPORT DETAIL

1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

To agree to a schedule of instalments for the payments from the Collection Fund in 2004/2005.

2. BACKGROUND
2.1 As members are aware the City Council is required to maintain a Collection Fund into which the receipts are paid from Council Tax and Non-Domestic Rates. In turn payments are made from the Collection Fund to the City Council and to the Police and Fire and Civil Defence authorities and to the National Non-Domestic Rate Pool.

2.2 Under Regulation 4 of the Local Authority (Funds) (England) Regulations 1992 the City Council, as the billing authority, is required to determine a schedule of instalments for the payments from the Collection Fund to the City Council, as the charging authority and to the two precepting authorities (the principal authorities). The regulations further provide for the billing authority and the principal authorities to agree to a schedule of instalments.

2.3 It is necessary for the billing authority to pass a resolution relating to its proposals for payment before the 31st December each year and to notify the principal authorities of the details. Following the agreement to the proposals by the principal authorities the City Council is required to confirm the schedule of instalments no sooner than 21 days after the date of the original notification but before the 31st January.

3. PROPOSALS
3.1 In 2003/2004 payments are being made in 12 equal instalments on the 23rd of each month (or the first day thereafter if the 23rd falls on a weekend or on a bank holiday) and it is proposed that the same arrangements should apply in 2004/2005.

3.2 If the proposal is agreed the principal authorities will be notified and the matter will be reported to the City Council when the views of the principal authorities are known. 

4. RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the payment of precepts in 2004/2005 should be made in twelve equal instalments on the 23rd of each month (or on the first day thereafter if the 23rd falls on a weekend or on a bank holiday). 

Councillor C.W.V. Hinds

Lead Member for Corporate Services

Appendix

SCHEDULE OF PRECEPT PAYMENT DATES 2004/2005


Friday
23rd April 2004


Monday
24th May 2004


Wednesday
23rd June 2004


Friday
23rd July 2004


Monday
23rd August 2004


Thursday
23rd September 2004


Monday
25th October 2004


Tuesday
23rd November 2004


Thursday
23rd December 2004


Monday
24th January 2005


Wednesday
23rd February 2005


Wednesday
23rd March 2005

