EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF SALFORD CITY COUNCIL
11th May, 2005

Meeting commenced:
2.00 p.m.
"
adjourned:
2.18 p.m.
"
re-commenced:
2.25 p.m.
"
ended:
3.25 p.m.
PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Stan Witkowski) - in the Chair

Councillors Antrobus, Broughton, E. Burgoyne, V. Burgoyne, Clague, Compton, Connor, Cooke, Cullen, Dawson, Devine, Dobbs, Fernandez, K. Garrido, R. Garrido, Gray, Harold, Heywood, Hinds, Holt, Howard, Hulmes, Humphreys, Hunt, Jolley, Jones, Kean, King, B. Lea, P.M. Lea, Lewis, Lightup, Lindley, Loveday, Macdonald, Mann, McIntyre, Merry, Miller, Morris, B.P. Murphy, Jane Murphy, J. Murphy, Owen, Pennington, Perkins, Pooley, Salmon, Sheehy, Smyth, Warmisham, Warner and Wilson 

172.
RT. HON. LORD STANLEY ORME

The Mayor referred to the recent death of the Rt. Hon. Lord Stanley Orme, former Member of Parliament for the City, and those present stood in silence as a tribute.

173.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Ainsworth, Clarke, Hudson, Lancaster, Mullen and Powell.

174.
NOTICE OF MOTION

A Notice of Motion was moved by Councillor Karen Garrido and seconded by Councillor Tim Perkins, as follows: -



The Opposition Members of the Salford City Council deplore the actions of the Ruling Labour Group, who used their substantial majority to cut short the democratic right of Council Members to debate a Motion which had been properly moved and seconded, at a meeting of the Council held on 20th April, 2005.  The Motion called for the resignation of the Leader and Deputy Leader of the Council because of their actions in allowing the misuse of Council Funds during the recent Swinton South By-election.  These actions by the Labour Group further emphasise the lack of respect this Labour controlled Council has for the opinions of local people and those who represent them.


In support of the motion, Councillor Karen Garrido referred to a number of issues including -

· the decision of the Council Agenda Group to time limit the Council meeting to one hour which was opposed by the Opposition Members who felt that any debate should not be curtailed;

· the general conduct and control of Council meetings; and

· her view on the role of the Leader and the Cabinet structure.


Councillor Tim Perkins, in seconding the motion, referred to the need to uphold the constitution and for more training to be arranged for Members to support this.  He also made reference to letters being delivered by a Council Officer on the Election Day regarding the Justice Centre.


Councillor Bill Hinds indicated that he took great exception to this statement and demanded that Councillor Tim Perkins name the Officer concerned to support such allegations.


The Monitoring Officer advised that it would be appropriate for evidence to be presented to support the allegations made.  The Council meeting was therefore adjourned and Councillor Perkins provided the Monitoring Officer with information.


The Monitoring Officer confirmed that he had received information, but no specific names, and that he would make the necessary enquiries and report back to Members.


Councillor Perkins continued, referring, in particular, to -

· the appropriateness, cost of publicity and distribution of the letter of explanation on the Justice Centre;

· the need for the Standards Board decision in respect of this matter to be made available to all Members and the public; and

· the decision of the Council Agenda Group to curtail debate as referred to also by Councillor Karen Garrido


Councillor John Merry responded, indicating that -

· he was concerned that the Opposition wished to continue debating the appropriateness, costs and distribution of the information regarding the Magistrates’ Court, rather than the Notice of Motion;

· he was happy to provide information regarding the judgment of the Standards Officer not to pursue the complaint made to the Standards Board, advising that no breach of the Code of Conduct had occurred; 

· the conduct and length of the meetings which created problems for Members’ attending evening meetings and to the fact that he considered the calling of today’s extraordinary meeting to be a waste of taxpayers money; and

· the decision of the Council Agenda Group to time limit debate.  

He referred to the right of the Opposition to scrutinise decisions and to the duty of the  Labour Group to ensure business was efficiently and effectively transacted.  He indicated that the Labour Group had always been reasonable and were open to suggestions as to a time to be allowed for today’s meeting following the Council Agenda Group decision.


Councillors Ian Macdonald, Beryl Howard, Robin Garrido, Iain Lindley, Graham Compton, David Lewis, Stephen Cooke and Norman Owen supported Councillor Karen Garrido and Tim Perkins in moving the motion, commenting on -

· the production and distribution of the Justice Centre leaflet and the need for further investigations to be carried out; and

· the conduct of meetings including curtailing of debates.  


Councillors Derek Antrobus, Bill Hinds, Maureen Lea and David Jolley supported Councillor John Merry in opposing the motion, commenting on -

· the view that there should not have been a special meeting to consider the Notice of Motion; 

· the letter/leaflet on the Magistrates’ Court being issued in response to local concerns to ensure local residents were provided with accurate facts and information following rumours and concerns being expressed; and

· the timing of meetings and debates.


Councillor Karen Garrido summed up, in her right of reply, reiterating why the Opposition had felt it necessary to call a special Meeting and to submit the Notice of Motion.


The Mayor then put the Notice of Motion to the meeting and, upon a show of hands, declared the motion not carried.
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