SALFORD CITY COUNCIL
17th November, 2004

Meeting commenced:
2.00 p.m.
"
ended:
4.35 p.m.
PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Witkowski) - in the Chair

Councillors Ainsworth, Antrobus, Burgoyne, Clague, Clarke, Compton, Connor, Cooke, Cullen, Dawson, Devine, Dobbs, Fernandez, K. Garrido, R. Garrido, Gray, Heywood, Hinds, Holt, Howard, Hudson, Hulmes, Humphreys, Jolley, Jones, Kean, King, Lancaster, B.J. Lea, M. Lea, Lightup, Lindley, Macdonald, Mann, McIntyre, Merry, Miller, Mullen. B.P. Murphy, Owen, Pennington, Perkins, Pooley, Powell, Salmon, Sheehy, Smyth, Warmisham, Warner and Wilson

81.
COUNCILLOR DOUGIE DANIELS
The Mayor referred to the recent death of Councillor Dougie Daniels.  All stood in silent tribute.

Councillor John Merry, Leader of the Council, supported by other Members of the Council, paid tribute to the late Councillor Daniels, commenting on his commitment to his work as a City Councillor.  Members asked that their appreciation of his work be recorded in the minutes and their condolences sent to his family.

82.
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING - 29TH NOVEMBER, 2004
The Mayor announced that the special Council Meeting for the purpose of awarding the Freedom of the City to Sir Peter Maxwell Davies, was to be held at The Lowry, Salford Quays, on Monday, 29th November, 2004, at 7.00 p.m.

83.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Broughton, Hepworth, Hunt, Lewis, Morris, J. Murphy and Slater.

84.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Jim King and John Cullen declared an interest in respect of the Notice of Motion (Minute 94 refers) having regard to their involvement with Radio Regen.

Councillor King advised the Council that the Notice of Motion would be moved by Councillor John Mullen and seconded by Councillor Anne-Marie Humphries.

85.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 20th October, 2004, were approved as a correct record.

86.
PETITIONS

RESOLVED:
THAT the following petitions be referred to the Directorates indicated -

	Petition
	Directorate

	From local residents requesting the Council to allocate the site MX3/4 (former Swinton Sewage Works including Eccles Fields) as informal open space and recreation in the new Unitary Development Plan.
	Development Services

	From local residents requesting that Clifton Green Post Office remain open.
	Chief Executive


87.
MAYOR’S CITIZENS AWARD
The Mayor reported that the recipient of this month’s Mayor’s Citizens Award was Mr. Richard Abernethy.

Councillor Joe Kean, in proposing the award, praised his longstanding involvement and work with the community over many years.  Councillor Christine Hudson supported the tributes given.

The Mayor presented Mr. Richard Abernethy with the award, and Mr. Abernethy addressed the Council in expressing his thanks.

88.
NOTICE OF MOTION

RESOLVED:
THAT the following Notice of Motion, which was considered at the Council meeting on 20th October, 2004, and approved as an amendment (Minute 80 refers) but was not put as the substantive motion, be approved:-


“That this Council -

Deplores the recent decision to discontinue the scheme to expand the Metrolink system after £200M of preparatory work has been done.

Resolves to support the all party campaign supported by trade unions, business and the community to get ‘Metrolink back on track’ and urges all parties to get fully behind the campaign.

89.
QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS REGARDING FUNCTIONS OF


OTHER AUTHORITIES, ETC.
In response to a question from Councillor Ian Macdonald, Councillor Derek Antrobus and Councillor John Merry reported on the membership and role and functions of the North West Regional Assembly.  Councillor Antrobus also referred to the proposal to revise the Regional Spacial Strategy by September, 2005, and reported that consideration was being given to Member involvement in this matter.

A number of Members commented on and discussed issues regarding the North West Regional Assembly and the Regional Development Agency.

90.
GENERAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS TO LEAD MEMBERS

(a)
Lead Member for Planning

(i)
In response to a question from Councillor Robin Garrido regarding Minute 36 of the Cabinet meeting of 29th September, 2004 (Improvements to Pavement and Carriageways - Pilot Scheme) and the decision to approve approximately £1,000,000 of unsupported borrowing, Councillor Antrobus gave an explanation as to the reason for this and agreed to include an item on Joint Venture Capital Funding on the agenda of the January Members’ Hour meeting.


(ii)
In response to a question from Councillor Stephen Cooke regarding press articles concerning Central Parking Services, Councillor Derek Antrobus reported on the decision to extend their contract for a further 12 month period, indicating that the service was operating well and targets were being met.  He advised Councillor Cooke of arrangements in place to improve further the service by the introduction of a new training plan for staff.


(b)
Leader of the Council

In respect of questions asked by the Members indicated, Councillor John Merry, Leader of the Council, responded as follows -


(i) 
Councillor Tim Perkins (a) congratulated Councillor John Merry on his appointment as a Member of the North West Regional Assembly, and (b) asked for a breakdown of all costs for the production of the draft Housing Strategy.  Councillor John Merry indicated that Councillor Peter Connor would be able to provide him with full details.


(ii)
Councillor Graham Compton asked whether Minute 41 of the Cabinet meeting of 29th September, 2004 (Approval of the Revised Senior Management Pay Structure) was to be referred to Scrutiny.  Councillor Merry indicated that this was a matter for Scrutiny.  


(iii)
Councillor Norman Owen asked for an opinion from Councillor Merry on the Scrutiny Report produced by Professor Leach.  Councillor John Merry indicated that Professor Leach had been encouraged by the Scrutiny process in Salford and that all but one of the recommendations in the report had been accepted.  The Council had not accepted that Members should be allowed to opt out of the Scrutiny process.  


(iv)
In response to a question from Councillor Karen Garrido regarding the responsibility for Decision 2785 to grant assistance of £60,000 to Kenworthy Chambers towards their relocation within the City, Councillor John Merry confirmed that he had taken this decision as Leader of the Council.


(c)
Deputy Leader of the Council

Councillor David Lancaster, Deputy Leader of the Council, indicated that (i) the Council deplored the decision of the Government to ignore cross-party consensus and concerns regarding post office closures and reported on the action being taken in seeking legal advice regarding the whole consultation process which was considered flawed, and (ii) he was in contact with the three local Members of Parliament on this matter.

(d)
Lead Member for Children and Youth (Asylum Seekers and Refugees)
In response to questions from Councillor Norman Owen, Councillor John Warmisham, Lead Member for Children and Youth (Asylum Seekers and Refugees) responded as follows -

(i)
Councillor Norman Owen asked that provision for youths be given favourable consideration in the Council budget for 2004/05.  Councillor John Warmisham reported on action being taken to progress youth issues and funding, and  referred to the Youth Green Paper expected in December, 2004, to give guidance on funding for youths.

(ii)
Councillor Norman Owen referred to a recent Observer newspaper article and asked what the Council policy was for housing former sex offenders in the community.  Councillor John Warmisham agreed to discuss this matter with Councillor Owen privately because of the sensitivity of the issue.

Councillor John Warmisham announced that an event had recently been held at The Lowry to present Education Achievement Awards to looked after children in respect of whom the Council was the corporate parent.  He congratulated the children, families involved and staff concerned for all their efforts and success.

(e)
Lead Member for Culture and Sport
In response to a question from Councillor Norman Owen, Councillor Barry Warner, Lead Member for Culture and Sport, advised that sponsorship for individual young athletes was available from the ‘Street to Stadium’ funding.

(f)
Lead Member for Customer and Support Services (Implementation of the Gershon Report)
In response to a question from Councillor Norman Owen regarding Lead Member Decision 2585 to write off Council Tax liabilities, Councillor Bill Hinds, Lead Member for Customer and Support Services, reported that every effort was being made by staff to collect Council Tax and that the amount to be written-off was mainly due to absconders.

(g)
Lead Member for Education Services
(i)
In response to a question from Councillor Iain Lindley regarding Minute 38 of the Cabinet meeting of 29th September, 2004, (Irlam and Cadishead Community High School - Sixth Form) Councillor Keith Mann, Lead Member for Education Services, explained the reasons for the decision taken and that the approval of the proposal did not create a precedent.  He referred to the consultation process including presentations made to the appropriate Scrutiny Committee.

(ii)
In response to a question from Councillor Geoffrey Ainsworth, Councillor Keith Mann confirmed that there were proposals for the provision of community use of schools in the PFI bids.

(h)
Lead Member for Housing
In response to a comment from Councillor Stephen Cooke that the Housing Strategy Statement, 2004/06, had been considered by the Cabinet prior to Scrutiny Committee and that further information on this should be provided to Members, Councillor Peter Connor, Lead Member for Housing, commented on the consultation process for the strategy document and indicated that he would arrange to meet with Councillor Cooke to discuss the document in detail and address any issues.

(i)
Lead Member for Environment
(i)
In response to a question from Councillor Tim Perkins, regarding the number of litter fines issued and the identification of any offenders, Councillor Maureen Lea, Lead Member for the Environment, reported on current arrangements for dealing with offences, the approximate number of fines issued and proposals to increase staffing to assist in dealing with this matter.

(ii)
In response to a comment by Councillor David Lancaster, Councillor Maureen Lea commented on the recent press article on abandoned cars in Eccles.


91.
ISSUES FOR CHAIRS OF SCRUTINY COMMITTEES

(a)
Budget and Audit Scrutiny
In response to a comment from Councillor Karen Garrido regarding the arrangements for the Budget Consultation meeting, Councillor David Jolley, Chair of the Budget and Audit Scrutiny Committee, outlined the role of scrutiny in these meetings and the proposal for Elected Members to attend the second round of consultation meetings to address and give feedback on the issues raised at the initial meetings.

(b)
Health and Social Care Scrutiny
In response to a question from Councillor Tim Perkins asking what action was being taken to reduce infectious diseases particularly MRSA in Salford, Councillor Bernard Murphy advised that this matter was continually under review and that he would keep Members informed of the situation.

Reference was made to a report which had been produced and a number of issues raised by Scrutiny Members which still needed to be addressed, and the need to ensure that this matter was continually monitored.

92.
APPOINTMENTS

(a)
Planning and Transportation Regulatory Panel

RESOLVED:
THAT Councillor John Pooley be appointed to serve on the Planning and Transportation Regulatory Panel in place of the late Councillor Peter Hayes.


(b)
Children’s Services Scrutiny Committee

RESOLVED:
THAT Councillor Christine Gray be appointed to serve on the Children’s Services Scrutiny Committee in place of Councillor Ian Macdonald.


(c)
Manchester City Centre Management Committee

RESOLVED:
THAT authority be delegated to the Leader to appoint a Member to join the Board of the Manchester City Centre Management Committee.

93.
AMENDMENTS TO THE COUNCIL CONSTITUTION
A report of the Director of Corporate Services detailing proposed amendments to the Council Constitution was submitted.


RESOLVED:
THAT amendments to the Constitution, as contained in the report now submitted, be approved.

94.
NOTICE OF MOTION
A Notice of Motion was moved by Councillor John Mullen and seconded by Councillor Anne-Marie Humphries, as follows:-


“That this Council -

Appreciates the fact that Radio Regen has run a successful radio broadcast pilot scheme in Salford over the past number of years.  We believe that valuable experience has been gained as a result of this and that the pilot scheme was seen to be successful by many communities in the city.

The City Council therefore supports Salford Community Radio’s bid to Ofcom for a permanent five year licence and wish them every success in their bid.”


RESOLVED:
THAT the Notice of Motion be approved and adopted.
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