SALFORD CITY COUNCIL
18th January 2012
	Meeting commenced:

	  9. 30 am.

	Meeting adjourned:
	12.35  am

	Meeting reconvened:
	  1.30  pm

	Meeting ended:
	  3.55  pm


PRESENT:
Councillor E Burgoyne (Mayor) - in the Chair. fillin "line 1" 

Councillors Antrobus, Balkind, Brocklehurst, V. Burgoyne, Cheetham, Clague, Clarkson, Coen, Collinson, Compton, Connor, Dawson, Dirir, Dobbs, Drake,  Ferguson,  K Garrido, R Garrido, Hinds, Hudson, Humphreys, Hunt, Jolley, Jones, Kean, King, Lancaster, Lea, Lindley, Loveday, McIntyre, Mashiter, Merry, Mold, Morris, J. Mullen,  M. Mullen, Murphy, O’Neill, Ord, Owen, Pennington, Rochford, B. Ryan, P. Ryan, Tope, L Turner, N Turner, Warmisham, Warner, Wheeler, G. Wilson and R. Wilson. fillin "other names" 
48.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Boshell, Bramer-Kelly, Heywood, Houlton, Potter and Stone. 
49.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor O’Neill declared a personal interest in the agenda item – minute no 52 – Update on Crime and Disorder.
50.    
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THE 16TH NOVEMBER 2011

RESOLVED: THAT the minutes of the meeting held on the 16th November, 2011, were approved as a correct record.
51.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC
RESOLVED: THAT, under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in the Paragraph 7  of Schedule 12(A) to the Act.

52.
UPDATE ON CRIME AND DISORDER
Chief Superintendent Kevin Mulligan provided Members with an update in regard to recent incident that had occurred in Ordsall.

Members of the Council and the Chief Executive thanked the Police and their Partner 
Agencies for their expedient response to the incident.

Members of Council and the Chief Executive also commented upon the work of the 
local community following the incident, the outcome of which had achieved a positive 
impact in the 
area. All present expressed their deepest condolences to the family. 


RESOLVED: That the information be noted and the Mayor be requested to write to 
the family expressing sincere condolences.
53.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
54.
RECEIPT OF PETITIONS/COMMUNICATIONS 

There were no petitions or communications received.
55.
 APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY MONITORING OFFICER

In recommending the appointment to Council, Councillor Merry clarified this model of good practice in that it would reduce the risk of key decisions not being acted upon or advice being made available in a timely manner due to the absence of the Monitoring Officer. 

RESOLVED: THAT the post of Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services be re-designated to include the role of Deputy Monitoring Officer in accordance with the requirements of the Local Government Act 2000. 
56.
FOOD SERVICE PLAN 2011/12
In recommending the Food Service Plan 2011/12 to Council, Councillor Mashiter emphasised that the Plan continued to provide a clear strategy, ensuring that resources
were targeted towards front line services and high risk activities, providing the basis for a robust regime to monitor the performance of service in the long term as well as the short term. 

Councillor Pat Ryan seconded the Food Service Plan 2011/12.
Councillor L Turner stated that it was absolutely crucial that the public continued to be protected in this area and he requested that the relevant scrutiny committee look at the report especially in regard to the staffing levels in the service as any cuts here could prove detrimental. 
Councillor Jones mentioned the possibility of increasing the amount of local grown produce, in Salford and suggested that that it should be explored further. 
Councillor K Garrido requested to see sight of the outcomes from the Food Service Plan 2010/11. 
Councillor Connor enquired as to whether the budget cuts imposed would affect staffing levels in the service and potentially the maintenance of food and hygiene standards in the City. 

Councillor Mashiter responded by indicating that the outcomes from last year’s plan would be provided to Councillor K Garrido. He confirmed that the budget cuts would put a strain on the resources available but that the directorate would continue to perform its statutory duties and also undertake ‘their level best’ to face the challenges of fake or counterfeit goods and bad practices within the City. 

RESOLVED: THAT Council approve the Food Service Plan 2011/12 as detailed in the report now submitted. 
57.
NOMINATION FOR THE OFFICES OF MAYOR AND DEPUTY MAYOR 2012/13

Councillor Barry Warner proposed and Councillor Bill Hinds seconded, and this was supported by Councillor Karen Garrido, that Councillor Bernard Lea be appointed to the Office of Mayor for the Municipal Year 2012/2013.
Councillor Peter Connor proposed and Councillor Peter Dobbs seconded, and this was             supported by Councillor Norman Owen that Councillor Alan Clague be appointed to the            Office of Deputy Mayor for the Municipal Year 2012/13.

RESOLVED: THAT the nominations for office of Mayor and Deputy Mayor for the Municipal Year 2012/13 be unanimously agreed.
58.
CORE STRATEGY AND INTERIM HOUSING FIGURE

In recommending the Core Strategy and Interim Housing Figure report to Council, Councillor Antrobus highlighted the recommendations contained within the lengthy and complex report. He thanked all the officers involved in compiling the report which had included public consultation and the gathering of large amounts of evidence. 
He stressed the importance of the document and explained that almost 3000 responses had been received from the various consultation exercises, including the use of social network sites.


Councillor Antrobus stressed the major challenges that the City was facing;-

· to be more environmentally friendly

· increasing population

· ageing of infrastructure and 
· and the aging population 


He was confident that this policy addressed these issues and challenges in the following ways;-
· by not permitting any development on designated Green Belt land and increasing the size of the City’s green belt by 40 hectares.
· the identification of two strategic green infrastructure sites at the Irwell Valley  and Chat Moss
· the identification of nine sites for recreational use across the City

· the resurgence of allotments to support local grown produce 
· ensuring that most new housing developments are built on previously used land and  are also close to existing services and jobs
· the enhancement and preservation of the City’s heritage sites
· homes that are able to be adapted to meet the needs of the aging population

· supporting the continuing transformation of Salford Quays


Councillor Pennington seconded the Core Strategy and Interim Housing Figure Report. 


Councillor Lindley commented his concern was that the views of residents had not been taken into account and the lack of detail in the strategy in respect of the effect on schools and local infrastructure where large scale housing developments were built.
He was of the opinion that Green Field sites were under threat and that there was a significant lack of affordable family housing in the report. He made a request to the Lead Member that the report be deferred until Members had been given the opportunity to scrutinise the content in some detail.
Councillor Merry explained there was a requirement for the Council to approve this document before submission to Central Government. He also made reference to overarching environmental considerations across the City that Councillor Antrobus and his team would address within the document.
Councillor K Garrido expressed her concerns at the large number of documents contained within the report and the short timescales involved. She had requested that this item be deferred to allow an extraordinary meeting of the Council to take place to allow Members sufficient time to absorb the detail contained within the report. 
Councillor O’Neill indicated that in his opinion some questions remained unanswered within this report but understood the importance of its submission in a timely manner and therefore would be supporting its approval today.

Councillor Lancaster expressed his concerns that responses from the consultation were not included in detail but recognised in the presentation from the Lead Member that strategic issues in respect of the responses provided had been addressed.
Councillor R Garrido commented that the time for the debate today was far too limited and he expressed his concern over the use of green field sites for development. 
He highlighted the apparent lack of changes made to the document in response to comments made during the consultation process, lack of affordable housing across all areas of the city and the traffic congestion on current infrastructure at peak travel times. 
Councillors L Turner, Clarkson, Compton and Cheetham added their concerns with regard to development of green field sites, the lack of opportunity for a full discussion, 
educational resources and the impact on local infrastructure.
Councillor Antrobus responded by explaining that the preparation of the document had been commenced in 2008 and had been reported to Members on a number of previous occasions. He stated very little new information which Members had not seen before was included at this stage. 
He confirmed that residents concerns and comments had been taken in to account and the report had been amended to reflect these. In closing the debate he acknowledged the significant issue of school places and assured Members that his directorate was working very closely with Children’s Services to address this. 
In accordance with Standing Order 2.11, 5 Members of the Council stood and requested that a named vote be taken.

	For approval of the Core Strategy and Interim Housing Figure

Councillor 
	Against the approval of the Core Strategy and Interim Housing Figure
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RESOLVED: THAT Council
(1) Approve the Publication Core Strategy Development Plan Document and supporting documents for publication and subsequent submission to the Secretary of State for independent examination.

(2) Authorise the Assistant Director for Planning and Transport Futures to approve any necessary minor changes to the publication Core Strategy following the period for representations, before the document is submitted to the Secretary of State for independent examination and;
(3) Approve the use of the Publication Core Strategy housing figures for the purpose of determining planning applications during the period between the revocation of the Regional Strategy and  the adoption of the Core Strategy 
59.
NOTICE OF MOTION – Councillor Balkind and Councillor Collinson
Councillor Balkind moved and Councillor Collinson seconded a Notice of Motion in respect of the following;-


“Debt advisors believe borrowers are falling prey to questionable marketing techniques regarding legal loan sharking and payday loans. Salford City Council calls on HM Government to introduce legislation imposing an outright ban, or by adopting the imposition of annual interest rate caps on companies offering such 
loans”.

In moving the Notice of Motion Councillor Balkind stated that every Council in the country was being asked to support a similar notice in an effort to encourage legislation led by Stella Creasy MP. He urged the members to support this notice to help protect vulnerable people in the City. 

In seconding the Notice of Motion, Councillor Collinson reported that the Poverty Strategy Group believed it was morally wrong to take advantage of people when they were at their most vulnerable. They were of the opinion that these companies were in the business of doing this. 

Councillors O’Neill, R Garrido, King, Morris, K Garrido and Ferguson all added their support to the Notice of Motion calling for the strengthening of Credit Unions, and the development of educational programmes on budgeting and provision of better advice to the general public on the true cost of these loans. 

The Mayor put the Notice of Motion to the Members and on a show of hands it was agreed that;-


RESOLVED:”THAT Debt advisors believe borrowers are falling prey to questionable marketing techniques regarding legal loan sharking and payday loans. Salford City Council calls on HM Government to introduce legislation imposing an outright ban, or by adopting the imposition of annual interest rate caps on companies offering such loans”
60.      NOTICE OF MOTION – Councillor King and Councillor Ferguson 

Councillor King moved and Councillor Ferguson seconded a Notice of Motion in respect of the following;- 

“That this Council welcomes and supports the United Nations Declaration that 2012 will be the United Nations International Year of Co-operatives. We note the work that is being done by the Council as part of the Co-operative Councils Network and resolve to continue to support it. Further that this Council forward this motion to AGMA and the Local Government Association”

In moving the Notice of Motion, Councillor King gave a brief history of co-operatives from their beginnings in Rochdale to the many co-operatives now active in every business sector across the globe.

In seconding the Notice of Motion, Councillor Ferguson made reference to the Co-operative Councils Network and a report that Councillor Boshell, Lead Member for Neighbourhoods was preparing on this initiative. 

 He stated this approach was about giving people more choice and control in their lives. 


Councillor Lindley added his support to the motion endorsing the principals of co-operatives on a local level and cited Salford Community Leisure as an excellent example. 

Councillor R Garrido also supported the idea of co-operatives but expressed his concern at the apparent ‘politicalisation’ of the motion, as the Council’s Co-operative Network was run by the Labour Party. He was of the opinion that party politics should not play a part in this Notice of Motion and therefore could only support the first part of the motion.

Councillor Merry added that co-operatives should be encouraged to play their part and was pleased with the way personalisation in Adult Social Care was progressing under this initiative.

In closing the debate, Councillor King highlighted the way that the Fairtrade Foundation worked in valuing people, working with them in an ethical manner to alleviate poverty and hardship. 

The Mayor put the Notice of Motion before the Members and on a show of hands it was;-

RESOLVED: THAT this Council welcomes and supports the United Nations Declaration that 2012 will be the United Nations International Year of Co-operatives. We note the work that is being done by the Council as part of the Co-operative Councils Network and resolve to continue to support it. Further that this Council forward this motion to AGMA and the Local Government Association.

61.
QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS TO LEAD MEMBERS

(a)
Councillor Merry, Leader of the Council
The following questions were asked;-
Councillor Mashiter enquired as to the way forward for the Ordsall ward following the incident on Boxing Day 2011.

Councillor Cheetham asked in regard to the financial statement from the Joint Venture 

Company for the Salford City Stadium. 
Councillor Clarkson enquired as to whether there was to be a strategy put in place by the BBC to secure more than the current 0.8% of Salford residents employed by the Corporation. 

Councillor Owen asked in regard to the current low attainment rates in schools across the City and sought re-assurances that the ‘building blocks’ for raising these were in place. He also commented with regard to the ‘No’ campaign for the forthcoming Mayoral Referendum. 
Councillor Merry responded to Councillor Owen by stating that the Labour party was challenging what was being put out by the ‘Yes’ Campaign and dealing with the inaccuracies on their leaflets such as reducing the council tax by 50% as this would lead to a massive reduction in spending on essential services. 
In response to Councillor Cheetham he indicated that announcements would be made in the near future with regard to the financial situation at Salford City Stadium. 
With regard to the employment rate of Salford residents by the BBC at MediaCity UK,
Councillor Merry commented that there was a need to put the issue into context and highlighted many of the short term and long term benefits of having the BBC located in Salford. 
In response to Councillor Mashiter he praised the efforts of the local community and Police in the securing of an arrest within a week following the incident. He added his praises to the family involved for their dignified approach to the events that had befallen their son. 
The following comments were made;-
Councillor Clarkson commented on the events in Ordsall, mentioning that the way the community had joined together in condemning this act had changed perceptions of the City. He remarked on the way forward for the recruitment of local people into jobs at MediaCity and went on to highlight the differences in the two ‘yes’ campaigns that were being run for the Mayoral referendum. 
Councillor Owen commented on the events in Ordsall also and praised the excellent work of the police in securing the arrest. He voiced his concerns with regard to the current worklessness rates in the 50 plus age bracket. He also referred to what was in his view the distinct lack of knowledge, of the running of public finances, of the people behind one of the ‘yes’ campaigns. 
Councillor Hinds commented on the forthcoming Mayoral Referendum. He also supported the Leaders comments with regard to the regeneration of Salford Quays as a long term project and the opportunities for jobs for the people of Salford would be realised in time. 
Councillor K Garrido enquired as to whether the Council would be asking for a retraction of the article that had been published concerning the number of Salford residents currently employed at MediaCity. 
She also distanced her group from the ‘No’ campaign that being delivered by the English Democrats and the Mayoral alliance and stated the Conservative group belief in the principal of an elected Mayor. 
Councillors Antrobus, Jolley, Jones, Lancaster and Ferguson contributed to the debate that took place raising the following points;-

· Less common position of possibly having a ceremonial Mayor and an elected Mayor. 

· The impact on the democratic processes an elected Mayor could have.
· The possible impact on sections of the community if an elected Mayor Model was chosen. 
· Councillors would have less or no power over decisions.
· Loss of essential services if Council tax was reduced by 50%
· Lack of scrutiny of the election process from the electoral commission. 
Councillor Merry closed the debate by making reference to his commitment to support the” No “campaign and indicated he would stand for selection if the result went with the ‘Yes” campaign. 
(b)
Councillor Ferguson in the absence of Councillor Warmisham – Adult Social 
Services and Health
Councillor Collinson asked for clarification over whether certain specialist centres, which support parents of children with complex needs, had been earmarked for closure or amalgamation.
Councillor Ferguson stated that no decisions had been made as yet. A consultation exercise was currently taking place and once this was completed a report would be submitted to the Lead Member for consideration. 
(c)        Councillor Lancaster, Deputy Leader

Councillor Collinson enquired as to the postal address quoted on the return envelope for the postal votes as it included ‘Manchester’ rather than Salford. 
Councillor Burgoyne asked if this matter could be referred back to the Royal Mail and Councillor Jolley explained that the council has, in the past, made this request but ‘Manchester’ remained the official ‘post town’.
In his reply, Councillor Lancaster confirmed that this was the case. 

He then commented upon the success of one of the City’s CCTV operators whose work had recently secured a conviction due to the high quality of the pictures that had recorded. 

(d)
Councillor Hinds, Finance and Support Services.
Councillor Cheetham asked if Councillor Hinds could confirm that there would be no rise in Council Tax bills this year.
Councillor Hinds confirmed that currently no rise in the council tax was planned but Councillor Cheetham would have to wait for the Budget statement next month for further details. 

Councillor Hinds also made reference to the present economic situation, the financial crisis and the record levels of unemployment currently recorded in the United Kingdom. 

(e)        
 Councillor Jones in the absence of Councillor Murphy – Human Resources 
and Equality
No questions asked nor comments made.
(f)
Councillor Antrobus, Planning
           No questions were asked but the following comment was made;-

Councillor K Garrido expressed her concern that Urban Vision Officers appeared to be responding to residents’ requests in a negative way by stating that they had a limited budget for repairs and advising the residents to take the request to the Community Committee.
Councillor Antrobus stated that Urban Vision had seen a reduction in their budget last year and would again a see a reduction in this year’s allocation. This would, of course, result in a reduction in levels of service and slower response times to issues raised. He also remarked that gully cleaning was now subject to a “risk based” approach which had already impacted on residents.
(g)          Councillor Connor, Housing 
          No questions asked or comments made.
(h)          Councillor Morris , Children's Services 

Councillor K Garrido asked in regard to the recent national press coverage concerning the re-training of school leavers by the recently opened Morrison’s superstore in Ordsall as they entered the workforce. 
Councillor Morris confirmed that she had been in contact with Morrison’s, since this  story had been published and she had been assured that the accurate figure of young people that had needed skills training was less than 3%. She assured members that schools in the City included the Social, Emotional Aspects of Learning as part of the curriculum, and that the Learning Partnership played an active role. GCSE results had also improved, alongside NVQ’s and the opportunities for apprenticeships, all of which played a part in raising aspirations and equipping the young people of Salford for work.  
Councillor K Garrido commented that apologies should be sought from the newspaper in question.

Councillor Morris explained that since it was Morrison’s who had been misquoted, it was they who should seek the apology. 

(i)          Councillor Warner in the absence of Councillor Boshell – Service    

              Development/Neighbourhood Management

No questions asked nor comments made.


(j)          Councillor Mashiter - Environment
Councillor R Garrido commented that members of the Licensing and Safety Regulatory Panel were concerned with the apparent lack of communication from the Lead Member. He was of the opinion that some decisions were being taken by the Lead Member without consultation with the panel and highlighted the recent rise in Hackney carriage tariffs as a case in point. 
Councillor L Turner enquired as to whether there was evidence in the re-cycling figures that people were no longer re-cycling as much food waste now that their supply of free compostable bags had been exhausted. 
Councillor Tope asked if there was any flexibility in the gully cleaning schedule.

In reply to Councillor Tope, Councillor Mashiter stated that he would try to co-ordinate a solution in her ward. 

In reply to Councillor L Turner he informed him that this work was ongoing within the relevant scrutiny committee and collaborative work was ongoing within AGMA in regard to the provision of bags. 
To Councillor R Garrido he stated that all the appropriate processes had been applied in the case of the Hackney Carriage tariff rise, including the ‘calling in’ period and in fact members of the public had been given 31 days to respond due to the Christmas period. 
He stated that to date no responses had been received. He then provided the background to the rise in taxi tariffs explaining that the representatives of the Hackney carriages had approached him in this regard. This increase would go some way to achieving the vision for better hackney carriage cover across the City. 
He further indicated that the residents of the City needed the Licensing and Safety Regulatory Panel to focus on determining that ‘fit and proper’ people were being issued with operational licences and Taxi and Private Hire licences and under the Council Constitution he did not see that the raising of tariffs in Hackney Carriages formed part of the role or remit of the Licensing Panel. 
62.
QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS ON THE DISCHARGE OF FUNCTIONS

(a)
Transport for Greater Manchester – Councillor Jones


No questions asked nor comments made.

(b)
Police – Councillor Lancaster

No questions asked nor comments made.

(c)
Waste Disposal – Councillor Mashiter

No questions asked nor comments made.


(d)
Fire and Rescue –Councillor Dawson 

No questions asked nor comments made.
(e) Outside Bodies – Appropriate Councillors


 No questions asked nor comments made.

63.
ISSUES FOR CHAIRS OF SCRUTINY COMMITTEES

Councillor K Garrido asked Councillor Dawson if this was the right part of the agenda to raise issues that should have subjected to scrutiny for example the Food Safety Plan and the Core Strategy documents that had been before to Council earlier today and whether the Chair of the relevant scrutiny committee had been made aware of these reports. 

In response Councillor Dawson explained that this section of the meeting was one of the ways that Chairs of Scrutiny Committees can be made aware of issues that require scrutiny. He advised Council that scrutiny committee members should go through the Forward Plan to identify items that they wished their scrutiny committee to consider. Due to limited time available in meetings, items did have to be looked at on a priority basis. 
64.
ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS
There was no any other business.
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