COUNCIL (BUDGET)
17th February, 2010

Meeting commenced:



9.30 am.
"
adjourned 


11.30 am.

      
    reconvened 

11.45 am 

          finished      

1.25 pm fillin "end time" 
PRESENT:
Councillor Lightup (Mayor) - in the Chair fillin "line 1" 

Councillors Boshell, Bramer-Kelly, Burgoyne, Cheetham, Cohen, Compton, Connor, Cooke, Davies, Dawson, Deas, Devine, Dobbs, Ferguson, Ferrer, Karen Garrido, Robin Garrido, Gray, Heywood, Hill, Hinds, Houlton, Humphries, Jolley, Kean, King, Lancaster, Lea, Lindley, Loveday, McIntyre, MacDonald, Mann, Mashiter, Merry, Mold, Morris, Mullen, Jane Murphy, Joseph Murphy, Joseph O'Neill, Martin O'Neill, Owen, Pennington, Potter, Ryan, Smyth, Tope, Lesley Turner, Nicky  Turner, Warmisham, Warner and Wilson  fillin "other names" 
63.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Ainsworth, Antrobus, Clague, Drake, Miller, Potter and Taylor.
64.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No interests declared.
 65.
REVENUE BUDGET AND CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2010/11

Council considered a joint report of the City Treasurer and the Lead Member for Customer and Support Services setting out specific proposals for the 2010/11 revenue budget and Council tax, housing revenue account, capital programme and prudential limits.    Councillor Hinds, the Lead Member for Customer and Support Services presented the budget to Council making references to the processes which had been undertaken to secure an effective budget.   He thanked the officers, Lead Members and all persons who had participated in the preparation of the budget and addressing the budget to Council made reference to 
· Global recession

· The impact on property and commercial enterprise

· The impact on housing

· The impact of asset values and capital receipts

He further indicated that notwithstanding the global recession he was in a position to submit to Council for consideration a 0% no change increase in council tax for the first time ever for Council services.  He indicated that the police and fire services would give council tax payers a 0.75% increase but the Council’s zero increase in council tax would maintain improvements in front line services and deliver first class services to the residents to the City.    He made further reference to the fact that in preparing the budget he had taken into account changes which had occurred in the City in terms of government grants and a £2.3M underspend had been achieved due to efficiencies being established and value for money savings being achieved.   He made reference to the fact that he would continue with the programme of further efficiencies and that would impact upon future revenue budgets and the strategy to be adopted to meet this requirement to achieve those levels of efficiencies had been discussed with the district auditor.
In respect of housing revenue account reference referred to the increase in housing rent which had been undertaken due to the need to comply with government convergence strategy in relation to social housing.    

He stated that the revenue budget for 2010/11 would be £220.618M and the capital programme would be £143.966M all capital  proposals would need to be considered by himself as Lead Member for Customer and Support Services for approval prior to contractual commitments being made.    Finally, he submitted for consideration prudential indicators for 2010/11 to 2012/03.    Councillor Merry seconded the motion supporting the budget proposals of Councillor Hinds.
Amendment moved and seconded

Councillor Cheetham moved an amendment seconded by Councillor Karen Garrido in the form of an alternative budget for 2010/11 on behalf of the conservative Group (as attached to these minutes as appendix A).  Councillor Cheetham outlined in detail the conservative group proposals making reference to 

· Proposed additional savings across the Directorate

· Increased to certain sustainable regeneration and environment Directorate
· Inept reduction and expenditure

· A revised revenue budget of £219.792

· A contribution to the reserve of £52,000 as opposed to a reduction in reserve in the proposals submitted by Councillor Hinds.

After a lengthy and detailed debate the Mayor put the amendment to the meeting upon which in accordance with standing order 2.10 that a recorded vote be taken in respect of this matter.   The vote was as follows. 
 For the amendment Councillors Bramer-Kelly, Cheetham, Compton, Davies, Karen Garrido, Robin Garrido, Christine Gray, Hill, Lindley, McDonald, Tope, Lesley Turner, Nicky Turner.  
 Against the amendment Councillors Bushell, Burgoyne, Cohen, Connor, Dawson, Devine, Dobbs, Ferguson, hinds, Houlton, Humphries, Jolley, Kean, King, Lancaster, Lee, Loveday, McIntyre, Mann, Mashiter, Merry, Mold, Morris, Mullen, Jane Murphy, Joseph Murphy, Joseph O’Neill, Martin O’Neill, Pennington, Ryan, Smyth, Warmisham, Warner and Wilson.   
 Those that abstained from the vote Councillors Cooke, Deas, Ferrer, Heywood, Lightup and Owen.   The Mayor declared the amendment lost.

Further Amendment moved and seconded

Councillor Cooke moved an amendment that was seconded by Councillor Owen in the form of alternative budget for 2010/11 on behalf of the Liberal Democrat Group (as attached to these minutes as Appendix B).   Councillor Cooke outlined in detail the liberal democrat proposals which identified alternative priorities for expenditure and increased spending and some service and reduced the expenditure on others particular reference to
· Major Events 
·  Highway Improvements  

·  Environmental Schemes 
· Use of consultants

After a lengthy and detailed debate the Mayor put the amendment to the meeting from a show of hands and declared the amendment not carried.
Councillor Hinds then moved the motion to accept the revenue budget and capital programme for 2010/11 and submitting the motion Councillor Hinds thanked opposition parties for the submission of their budgets which had been debated at Council today.
All political groups thanked the City Treasurer and his staff for assistance that had been provided in the preparation of budget proposals.   The Mayor then put the motion to the meeting and it was:-

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT Council approve a revenue budget of £220.618M for 2010/11.   




(2) THAT the revised revenue estimates for the 2009/10 and the revenue estimates for 2010/11 as set out in this report now submitted be approved.




(3) THAT it be noted that the Lead Member for Customer and Support Services on 14th December 2009 approve the calculation of £68,149 as a Council tax base for the 2010/11 in accordance with regulation 3 of the Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) Regulations 1992 made under section 33(5) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.  




(4) THAT the following amounts be now calculated by the Council for the year 2010/11 in accordance with sections 32 to 36 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992: -

	(a)
£713900,000
	Being the aggregate amounts which the 

Council estimates for the items set out in section 32(2)(a) - (e) of the Act


	(b)     £49,328200,000


	Being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council estimates for the items set out in section 32(3)(a) - (c) of the Act

	(c)     £220618,000
	Being the amount by which the aggregate at 3(a) above exceeds  the aggregate of 3(b) above, calculated by the Council, in accordance with section 32(4) of the Act, as its budgeted requirement for the year.


	(d)     £130231,000
	Being the aggregate of the sums which the Council estimate will be payable for the year 

Into its general rate fund in respect of redistributed non domestic rates, revenue support grant or additional grant increased by the amount of the sums which the Council estimate will be transferred in the year from its collection fund to its general fund in accordance with section 97(4) of the local Government Finance Act 1988 and having regard to the directions under section 98(4) and section 98(5) of the Local Government Finance Act 1988 made on 12th October, 1992 



	(e) £1,326.31


	Being the amount at 3(c) above less the amount at 3(d) above all divided by the amount at 2 above, calculated by the Council, in accordance with section 33(1) of the Act, as the basic amount of Council tax  for the year 



 (f)

Valuation Bands

A minus
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H

£
736.84
884.21
  1,031.57  1,178.95  1,326.31   1,621.05  1,915.78
  2,210.52   2,652.62

being the amounts given by multiplying the amount at 3(e) above by the number which, in the proportion set out in Section 5(1) of the Act, is applicable to dwellings listed in a particular valuation band divided by the number which in that proportion is applicable to dwellings listed in valuation band D, calculated by the Council, in accordance with Section 36(1) of the Act, as the amounts to be taken into account for the year in respect of categories of dwellings listed in different valuation bands.

4.
That it be noted that for the year 2010/11 the Greater Manchester Police Authority and the Greater Manchester Fire and Civil Defence Authority have stated the following amounts in precepts issued to the Council, in accordance with Section 40 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, for each of the categories of the dwellings shown below:-

Precepting Authority
Valuation Bands
A             A          B          C           D           E           F          G           H



minus

Greater Manchester

Police Authority
£ 80.18    96.22   112.26   128.29   144.33    176.40    208.48
  240.55    288.66

Greater Manchester

Fire & Civil Defence 

Authority
£
 29.25
    35.10    40.95     46.80     52.65
      64.35       76.05    87.75
    105.30

5. That, having calculated the aggregate in each case of the amounts at 3(f) and 4 above, the Council, in accordance with Section 30(2) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, hereby sets the following amounts as the amounts of Council Tax for the year 2010/11 for each of the categories of dwellings shown below:-

Valuation Bands
      A minus
A              
B                C
D
             E                 F                  G    
H

£      846.27  1,015.53
1,184.78
    1,354.04     1,523.29
   1,861.80     2,200.31     2,538.82     3,046.58
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