SALFORD CITY COUNCIL
19th March, 2008

Meeting commenced:
  9.30 a.m.
"
adjourned:
12.00 noon fillin "end time" 
"
recommenced:
  2.00 p.m. fillin "end time" 
"
ended:
   fillin "end time" 4.20 p.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor V. Burgoyne (Mayor) - in the Chair fillin "line 1" 

Councillors Ainsworth, Antrobus, Broughton, E. Burgoyne, Clague, Compton, Connor, Cooke, Davies, Dawson, Deas, Devine, Dobbs, K. Garrido, R. Garrido, Gray, Harold, Hill, Hinds, Howard, Humphreys, Hunt, Jolley, Jones, Kean, Lancaster, B. Lea, M. Lea, Lightup,  fillin "other names" Lindley, Loveday, Macdonald, Mann, Merry, Miller, Mullen, J. Murphy, Joe Murphy, O’Neill, Owen, Pennington, Potter, Ryan, Salmon, Smyth, Taylor, Turner, Warmisham, Warner and Wilson
75.
MINUTES SILENCE

Members stood in silent tribute in memory of Michael Todd, Chief Constable of Greater Manchester Police, and Mrs. E. Hulmes, wife of Councillor James Hulmes.
76.
M.L. JASSI

The Mayor and Members of the Council paid tribute to the work of Mr. M.L. Jassi, Strategic Director of Environment, who was due to retire on 31st March, 2008.

77.
COUNCILLOR BERYL HOWARD

The Mayor and Members paid tribute to Councillor Beryl Howard who will be retiring from the Council at the forthcoming May elections.  In response Councillor Howard thanked the Mayor and Members for their kind tribute.

78.
MAYOR’S CITIZEN AWARD

The Mayor presented Dr. Maeve. Kearney with the Mayor’s Citizen Award for March, 2008.  Councillors Joe Murphy, K. Garrido, Cooke and Owen spoke in support of the nomination submitted by Lars Isaccsson  Dr. Kearney in receiving her award thanked the Mayor and Members for their tributes.

79.
MINUTES

The minutes of the meetings held on 16th January and 20th February, 2008, were approved as correct records and signed by the Mayor.

80.
COUNCIL POLICY FORUM - FEBRUARY, 2008

Councillor Antrobus, the Lead Member for Planning, reported on the proceedings of the Council Policy Forum held on 20th February, 2008.  During this item Councillor Pennington made a public apology to Councillor K. Garrido.  Councillor K. Garrido formally accepted the apology of Councillor Pennington.

RESOLVED:
THAT the report of be noted.

81.
RECEIPT OF PETITIONS/COMMUNICATIONS

RESOLVED:
THAT the undermentioned petitions/communications be dealt with as follows:-

	COUNCILLOR
	ISSUE/MATTER
	DIRECTORATE



	Lancaster
	Petition from residents of Eccles requesting the owners of Eccles Precinct to take action to improve shopping facilities.
	Housing and Planning

	Turner
	Objecting to a planning application by a supermarket in Walkden.
	Housing and Planning

	Broughton
	Relating to a ?? play area in Eccles.
	Environment


82.
SHAPING SALFORD SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT

Councillor Antrobus, the Lead Member for Planning, submitted for consideration by Council the Shaping of Salford SPD.  This had been circulated to all Members previous to the meeting.


RESOLVED:
THAT the Shaping Salford SPD be approved and adopted.

83.
REPORT OF THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE OVERVIEW 2007/08

The Chief Executive on behalf of the Standards Committee submitted for information the overview for 2007 and the outlook for 2008. 


She also reported that Mr. Dunn, the Chair of the Standards Committee, had resigned his duties due to ill health.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted, and a letter be forwarded to Mr. Dunn thanking him for his contribution to the Standards Committee and wishing him a speedy recovery to full health.
84.
APPOINTMENT OF DIRECTORS TO IRWELL CITY PARK LIMITED

RESOLVED:
THAT Councillor Merry and the Assistant Chief Executive be appointed as the Directors of the abovementioned company and that Decision Notice 2866 as issued by the Lead Member for Planning be rescinded.

85.
IRWELL CITY PARK PLANNING GUIDANCE

Councillor Antrobus, Lead Member for Planning, submitted for approval the draft Irwell City Park Planning Guidance which had been subject of public consultation from 17th August to 7th September, 2007.  The report set out (a) representations which had been received, (b) action which had been taken to make the necessary amendments following the representations to be considered by Council and (c) details of supporting documents.


RESOLVED:
THAT the Irwell City Park Planning Guidance as now submitted be approved together with the sustainability audit, equality impact assessment and consultation statements hereby submitted.
86.
SALFORD CENTRAL PLANNING GUIDANCE - REPORT ON PUBLIC CONSULTATION AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AMENDMENTS

Councillor Antrobus, Lead Member for Planning, submitted the draft Salford Central Planning Guidance together with supporting documents which had been subject to public consultation from the 2nd November to 13th December, 2007.  The report set out the representations which had been received and recommended a number of amendments to the guidance in response to those representations.  The City Council gave consideration to  the recommendations for amendments and the revised versions of the sustainability audit, equality impact assessment and consultation statements.


RESOLVED:
THAT the Central Salford Planning Guidance as now submitted be approved and adopted.

87.
ADOPTION OF SALFORD CITY COUNCIL’S SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT SUSTAINABLE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION

Councillor Antrobus, Lead Member for Planning, submitted for approval following formal consultation the draft Supplementary Planning Document and supporting documentation in respect of Sustainable Design and Construction SPD.  The report stated that the Sustainable Design and Construction SPD would be a significant in the  material consideration and the determination of planning applications and planning appeals.  The policy would also be conducive to a transparent and efficient planning process. A full consultation exercise had been undertaken between 14th September and 25th October, 2007, all representations had been duly considered and where appropriate subsequent revisions had been made to the draft.


RESOLVED:
THAT the Salford City Council’s Supplementary Planning Document Sustainable Design and Construction as now submitted  be approved and adopted.

88.
SALFORD CITY COUNCIL’S STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Councillor Antrobus, Lead Member for Planning, submitted for approval the Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) which set out with whom and by when and in what ways the City Council would carry out consultations in respect of planning applications and planning documents.  The SCI had been examined by an independent inspector and a final version of the inspector’s report had been received.  The report was binding upon the Council and provided specific recommendations on how the SCI must be changed.  These changes had been applied to the draft document and  it was now submitted for adoption by the City Council.


RESOLVED:
THAT the Salford City Council’s Statement of Community Involvement  as now submitted be approved and adopted.

89.
QUESTIONS TO LEAD MEMBERS 

(a)
Councillor Merry, Leader of the Council
	(i)
	What steps would the Leader be taking in respect of matters being leaked into the press?
	}

}

	
	
	}

	(ii)
	What feedback was to be available following his recent visit to MPIM?
	} Councillor K. Garrido

}

	
	
	}

	(iii)
	What statistics were available with regard to alcohol related admissions to accident and emergency departments in Salford hospitals?
	}

}

}

	
	
	

	(iv)
	Would the Leader now be reducing the level of Members of his Cabinet following the changes following the resignation of Mr. M.L. Jassi?
	Councillor Macdonald

	
	
	

	(v)
	Why were the potential proposals for the Catholic sector high schools briefed in secrecy and what action would the Leader take when he found out who was responsible for the alleged leak?
	}

}

}

} Councillor Lindley

	
	
	}

	(vi)
	Referring to a potential e-mail that was circulating the Leader was asked what action he would take if  it was found that the culprit was using a Salford City Council computer?
	}

}

}

}

	
	
	

	(vii)
	Was there any further information regarding Salford Innovation  Forum Occupancy Levels?
	Councillor Cooke



Councillor Merry responded as follows:-
· That he had no knowledge where the allegation of potential “press leaks” were coming from and certainly no knowledge of the e-mail  transmission  to which Councillor Lindley had referred.
· The proposals for the Catholic high schools were debated in Cabinet held on 8th March, 2008.

· With regard to MPIM it was the first time the Leader and the Chief Executive had attended such an event and he would make available to the Leader of the Opposition a full list of contacts for her perusal.  

· He would supply Councillor Cooke with the figures relating to the Innovation Park and the Forum and commented further on the action taken by the Council to put the Park  in the secure position it was now in.

· He was happy with the size and membership of the current Cabinet and would be making no changes.  


The following comments were then made:-
	(i)
	Various Members referred to articles which had appeared in recent press publications and requested further information with regard to how such information had been published.
	

	
	
	

	(ii)
	Reference was made to the massive increase in alcohol related problems at accident and emergency and comment was made between that of Government Policy regarding the sale of alcohol and the impact of binge drinking.
	Councillor K. Garrido

	
	
	

	(iii)
	Reference was made to the recent march by the children of St. George’s organised by the children of the school.
	Councillor R. Garrido

	
	
	

	(iv)
	Reference was made to the developing alcohol strategy by the City Council and its partners and a main concern was  the increase of the number of outlets where alcohol was now available.
	Councillor Lancaster



At this point the Council meeting adjourned for lunch.


At 2.00 p.m. the meeting recommended The following Members were now in attendance.

PRESENT:
Councillor V. Burgoyne (Mayor) - in the Chair fillin "line 1" 



Councillors Antrobus, E. Burgoyne, Clague, Compton, Connor, Cooke, Davies, Dawson, Devine, Dobbs, K. Garrido, R. Garrido, Gray, Hill, Hinds, Howard, Humphreys, Hunt, Jolley, Kean, Lancaster, B. Lea, M. Lea, Lightup,  fillin "other names" Lindley, Loveday, Macdonald, Mann, Merry, Mullen, J. Murphy, Joe Murphy, Owen, Taylor, Turner, Warmisham, Warner and Wilson


In response Councillor Merry commented as follows:-

· He reiterated his statement that he had no evidence of any leaking of any confidential material from the Members of his Group.

· That the policies of the City Council would be determined by the majority group.  His Group would consult with the Opposition but ultimately they were accountable for the policies with the electorate.

· The way in which the proposals for the Catholic high schools had been dealt with was clear and complied with all aspects of the law.


(b)
Councillor Lancaster, Deputy Leader of the Council

Councillor Owen asked what were the current policing levels in Claremont Ward and what was the current policing position in Claremont and Weaste and Seedley. 


In response Councillor Lancaster stated that a bid for extra policing resources had been submitted but the outcome of such a bid was not yet known.


(c)
Councillor Hinds, Lead Member for Customer and Support Services

Councillor Lindley made reference to the Council’s RSG settlement and whether Councillor Hinds was happy with the way in which it had been dealt with by Government.


In response Councillor Hinds indicated that the RSG settlement was at a level which was anticipated and as debated last month a stable budget had been declared by the City Council. 


(d)
Councillor Warmisham, Lead Member for Children’s Services

(e)
Councillor Connor, Lead Member for Housing

(f)
Councillor Antrobus, Lead Member for Planning

No questions asked or comments made.


(g)
Councillor Mann, Lead Member for Environment

Councillor Owen asked if any consideration had been given to proposals set out in the Liberal Democrat Budget Statement with regard to the Environment.


Councillor Mann responded by indicating that consideration was being given by the Directorates on the suggestions put forward and a response would be given at a later date.


(h)
Councillor M. Lea, Lead Member for Community Services and Health

No questions asked or comments made.


(i)
Councillor Joe Murphy, Lead Member for Neighbourhoods

No questions asked but comments were made with regard to the current status of the Salford Women’s Centre and  what action that was being taken in respect of reviewing the budget, management and operation of the Centre.


Councillor Joe Murphy, Lead Member for Neighbourhoods, responded to give thanks to the staff of the Women’s Centre and the Management Committee as a business case was now being developed and a meeting would be held soon.  Officers of the Council and CVS were working hard to help the Women’s Centre establish a sound business case to continue their operation. 

 Members commented on the achievement of the Community, Health and Social Care Directorate on the receipt of an invitation for them to become an IIP Champion the first in the country to win such a national award.  Members of all political groups in the Council commented upon this success.


(j)
Councillor Warner, Lead Member for Culture and Sport

No questions asked or comments made.

90.
QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS ON THE DISCHARGE OF FUNCTIONS OF THE UNDERMENTIONED AUTHORITIES

Passenger Transport, Police and Waste Disposal.


No questions asked or comments made.


Fire and Rescue Service


Members thanked Councillor Wilson for his report which had been circulated in respect of this service.
91.
NOTICE OF MOTION

The Council gave consideration to a notice of motion moved by Councillor Macdonald and seconded by Councillor Lindley as follows:-


That this Council (i) believes that the congestion charging, as it is contained within the Greater Manchester TIF Bid it was no an acceptable method of collecting funds for the improvement of local public transport and it will undertake a local referendum on this matter to ensure public support before agreeing to its introduction in Salford, (ii) deeply regrets that the TIF Bid contains no useful contribution to public transport in Salford, with all meaningful expenditure being directed to the eastern and southern parts of the sub-region and (iii) notes with extreme concern the absence in the Government Transport Bill of any meaningful powers of regulation of bus companies supplying services to be covered by this Council. 


Councillor Macdonald began the debate in support of the notice of motion.


Councillor Lindley seconded the motion

Councillor Merry moved an amendment which was seconded by Councillor Warner as follows:-


That this Council (i) notes the submission of the TIF Bid to Central Government and notes that no announcement has been made, (ii) believes that only after the full details of what is on offer are available can there be a meaningful consultation, (iii) notes that AGMA and the GMPTA is committed to a further round of consultation on TIF proposals once details are clear, (iv) asks the Chief Executive to submit options for further consultation in Salford to the Cabinet and the Council following the announcement of AGMA proposals for consultation.  The Cabinet should then bring its preferred option to Council.  
Then commenced a debate on the amendment and following a lengthy debate.

The Mayor put the amendment to the vote , in accordance with standing order 5 Members stood and asked that the votes of the Council be recorded in respect of the amendment.

The  votes were recorded as follows :-
	Councillor


	

	E. Burgoyne
	F

	V. Burgoyne (Mayor)
	ABS

	Clague
	F

	Compton
	A 

	Connor
	F

	Davies
	A

	Dawson
	F

	Dobbs
	F

	K. Garrido
	A

	R. Garrido
	A

	Gray
	A

	Hill
	A

	Hinds
	F

	Howard
	A

	Humphreys
	F

	Hunt
	F

	Jolley
	F

	Kean
	F

	Lancaster
	F

	P. Lea
	F

	Lightup
	F

	Lindley
	A

	Loveday
	F

	Macdonald
	A

	Mann
	F

	Merry
	F

	Mullen
	F

	J. Murphy
	F

	Joe Murphy
	F

	Owen
	A

	Potter
	F

	Taylor
	A

	Turner
	A

	Warmisham
	F

	Warner
	F

	Wilson
	F 



On the conclusion of the vote the Mayor announced that the result  was as follows  In favour of the amendment 23 and against was 12.


At this point Councillor R. Garrido moved a further amendment seconded by Councillor K. Garrido as follows:-


That paragraph (4) of the previous amendment be deleted and replaced by - This Council believes that the content of the Greater Manchester TIF Bid was not an acceptable measure of collecting funding to meet the cost of public service transport improvement and the Council would undertake a local referendum in respect of this matter.  


The Mayor then put this amendment to the Council at which point five Members stood in accordance with standing orders and asked that votes be recorded in respect of the amendment.


The votes were recorded as follows:-
	Councillor


	

	Broughton
	A

	E. Burgoyne
	A

	V. Burgoyne (Mayor)
	ABS

	Clague
	A

	Compton
	F 

	Connor
	A

	Davies
	F

	Dawson
	A

	Dobbs
	A

	K. Garrido
	F

	R. Garrido
	F

	Gray
	F

	Hill
	F

	Hinds
	A

	Howard
	F

	Humphreys
	A

	Hunt
	A

	Jolley
	A

	Kean
	A

	Lancaster
	A

	P. Lea
	A

	Lightup
	A

	Lindley
	F

	Loveday
	A

	Macdonald
	F

	Mann
	A

	Merry
	A

	Mullen
	A

	J. Murphy
	A

	Joe Murphy
	A

	Owen
	F

	Potter
	A

	Taylor
	F

	Turner
	F

	Warmisham
	A

	Warner
	A

	Wilson
	A



On the conclusion of the vote the Mayor announced the result   as follows :- 
In favour of the amendment 12  and 24 against.


The amendment was declared lost 

RESOLVED:
THAT this Council notes the submission of the TIF Bid to Central Government and noted no announcement had been made and believes that only after the full details of what is on offer are available can there be a meaningful consultation.  Noted that AGMA and GMPTA was committed to a further round of consultation in respect of the TIF proposals once further details were known and asked the Chief Executive to submit options for further consultation in Salford to the Cabinet and the Council following the announcement of AGMA proposals for consultation.  At the time the Cabinet should then bring forward its preferred option to the Council.   
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