SALFORD CITY COUNCIL
19th November, 2003

Meeting commenced:
2.00 p.m.
"
ended:
4.15 p.m.
PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor James Hulmes) - in the Chair

Councillors Anderson-Brooks, Antrobus, Boyd, Broughton, V. Burgoyne, Carson, Clague, Connor, Cullen, Daniels, Dawson, Devine, Dobbs, Eglin, Garrido, Heywood, Hincks, Hinds, Holt, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, Jolley, Kean, King, Lancaster, B.J. Lea, M. Lea, Mann, Memory, Merry, Miller, Morris, B.P. Murphy, J. Murphy, Payne, Pennington, Perkins, Potter, Salmon, Sheehy, Slater, Smyth, Ullman, Upton, Wallsworth, Warmisham, Warner, Wilkinson, Wilson and Witkowski

81.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors E. Burgoyne, Clarke, Fernandez, Jones, Leaston, Lightup, McIntyre and Owen.

82.
MAYOR’S CITIZENS AWARD

(a)
Mrs. Laura Kelly
The Mayor reported that the recipient of this month’s Mayor’s Citizens Award was Mrs. Laura Kelly for her work and exceptional service to the community.  Councillor Joe Murphy in nominating Mrs. Kelly paid tribute to her work over many years as a School Governor, a member of the Church of the Nazarene and an active member of the Spike Island Steering Committee.  Councillor Joe Murphy also praised, her helpfulness and willingness to help others at all times.

Councillors Dougie Daniels, John Hincks, Karen Garrido, John Merry and Ben Wallsworth supported the tributes paid.

The Mayor then presented Mrs. Kelly with her award and she addressed the Council in expressing her thanks.


(b)
Nominations for the Mayor’s Citizens Award
The Mayor encouraged Councillors to put forward nominations for this award.  Councillor Val Burgoyne indicated that nominations from members of the public should also be encouraged.

83.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
The following Councillors each declared an interest for the reasons stated in respect of the report on the Review of Palliative Care in Salford (Minute 86 refers). 

Councillor Margaret Morris - Chairman of the Salford Royal Hospitals NHS Trust.  Councillor Joe Murphy - Non-Executive Director of Salford Primary Care Trust.

Councillor Bernard Pennington - Non-Executive Member of Salford Royal Hospitals NHS Trust.

84.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
The minutes of the meeting held on 15th October, 2003, were signed by the Mayor as a correct record.

85.
PETITIONS

RESOLVED:
THAT the undermentioned petitions be referred for consideration to the Directorates indicated:-

	Councillor
	Petition
	Directorate



	Councillor Bernard Carson
	From local residents concerning street parking in the vicinity of Chaseley Road, causing access problems
	Development Services

	Councillor Alice Smyth
	From local residents objecting to proposals to extend Cyn’s Tavern, Little Hulton District Centre
	Development Services


86.
REVIEW OF PALLIATIVE CARE IN SALFORD
Councillor Val Burgoyne, Chair of the Health and Social Care Scrutiny Committee, introduced a report on a Review of Palliative Care in Salford.  She (a) indicated that the review had been undertaken by a Sub-Group of the Health and Social Care Scrutiny Committee following expressions of concern by a member of the public regarding palliative care in Salford, and (b) outlined the findings and recommendations of the review as detailed in the report.

Councillor Val Burgoyne praised the work of all those involved in the review and  thanked the member of the public who brought this matter to the attention of the Scrutiny Committee.

Councillor Bob Boyd welcomed the report and referred also to the work of the Community Health Council which was to cease at the end of November, 2003.  

Councillor John Warmisham paid tribute to the work of the Chair and Members of the Health and Social Care Scrutiny Committee and indicated that he welcomed the report.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the report of the Health and Social Care Scrutiny Committee on the Review of Palliative Care in Salford be welcomed; and that the findings and recommendations be supported and endorsed.



(2) THAT the thanks of the Council be conveyed to the Community Health Council for the work which they have undertaken over many years on behalf of the citizens of Salford.

87.
LOCAL OMBUDSMAN REPORT - TOYNBEE HOUSE

The Monitoring Officer submitted a report (a) indicating that, following three complaints to the Local Ombudsman, the Local Ombudsman had prepared a report making findings of maladministration causing injustice in respect of two complaints and maladministration about a Right to Buy Scheme, (b) summarising the Local Ombudsman report and findings, and (c) detailing the remedies the Council had agreed to take.  The Monitoring Officer advised Members that, for legal reasons, real names had not been used in the report, full copies of which had been made available on the Council’s website.

Councillor John Merry, Leader of the Council, reported on the findings of the Local Ombudsman indicating that, whilst the Council accepted responsibility for the Tenant Management Organisation, the Council’s failure was in monitoring rather than  delivering a service.  In addressing the Council, he referred to a number of issues including (i) Council responsibilities, (ii) Management roles, (iii) response of the Tenant Management Organisation, (iv) the fact that the Council had been commended on positive responses to any findings of the Local Ombudsman, and (v) remedies and actions being taken by the Council and the current position in respect of these.

Councillor John Merry then answered general questions concerning the findings of the Local Ombudsman in relation to the Tenant Management Organisation and the findings of maladministration and maladministration causing injustice and acknowledged the comments from Councillor Bob Boyd and Councillor Karen Garrido regarding the openness by the leadership and management in responding to the findings of the report of the Local Ombudsman.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted; and that the Council agree to the actions recommended to remedy the findings of maladministration and maladministration causing injustice.

88.
QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS REGARDING FUNCTIONS OF OTHER AUTHORITIES, ETC.

(a)
Fire and Civil Defence
In response to a question from Councillor Karen Garrido, Councillor George Wilson indicated that he could not anticipate the future situation concerning strikes, and that discussions were ongoing.

Councillor George Wilson also referred to the presentation on the Greater Manchester Fire and Civil Defence Authority’s Draft Integrated Risk Management Plan and Action Plan, 2004/05, which had been arranged prior to this Council meeting, and which had been poorly attended by Members.  Councillor David Lancaster referred to the number of meetings held during the morning of the Council meeting and requested Officers and Members to ensure that these did not coincide.

(b)
Passenger Transport
In response to a question concerning the problems in accessing bus services due to road closures in the Worsley area, Councillor Barry Warner advised Members that they had the opportunity to raise issues such as this at the Local Transport Group meetings, at which questions could be asked of Bus Operators.  He acknowledged the response also given by Councillor Alan Broughton on the operation of services generally, and indicated that he would, however, still pursue this matter for Councillor Karen Garrido.

(c)
Police
(i)
In response to a question and comments from Councillor Karen Garrido expressing concerns regarding the findings of the HMI report on the operations of the Greater Manchester Police Service, Councillor Peter Connor indicated that, with a new Chief Constable in position and the most recent HMI report commending the work of the Crime and Disorder Partnership, he was hopeful that recommendations in those reports would improve policing in Salford.

(ii)
In response to a question concerning arrangements for “Public Voice on Policing” meetings, Councillor Peter Connor agreed to investigate this and let Councillor Karen Garrido have details.

(iii)
In response to a comment from Councillor Karen Garrido concerning scrutinising of the Greater Manchester Police Authority, Councillor Tony Ullman, Chair of the Economic and Community Safety Scrutiny Committee, reported on the meetings and discussions held with Police representatives at Scrutiny Committees.  He indicated that arrangements were being made to discuss the Police reports, referred to by Councillor Karen Garrido, at a future Scrutiny meeting with the Lead Member and Chair of the Police Authority, and that he would arrange for all Members of the Council to be invited to attend that meeting.

 (d)
Outside Bodies
Councillor Jim King advised Members that the launch of the Fairtrade Campaign was to take place at the Salford Museum and Art Gallery on Friday, 28th November, 2003, at 10.30 a.m., and that all Members were invited to attend.

89.
GENERAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS TO LEAD MEMBERS

(a)
Leader of the Council
In response to a question from Councillor Karen Garrido, concerning the responsibility for producing the ‘On in Salford’ magazine, Councillor John Merry, Leader of the Council, referred to the role of the Editorial Board, and to the fact that any headings on the cover drew attention to the particular sections in the magazine.


(b)
Deputy Leader of the Council
In response to a question from Councillor Karen Garrido, Councillor David Lancaster, Deputy Leader of the Council, indicated that he would investigate the cost of having homewatch signs erected and let Councillor Garrido have details.


(c)
Lead Member for Corporate Services
In response to a question from Councillor Bob Boyd, expressing his concerns regarding the inadequacy of the arrangements for the budget consultation process, which was being undertaken by Salford Community Pride and Salford Community Network on behalf of the Council, Councillor Bill Hinds, Lead Member for Corporate Services, acknowledged that the Council had engaged a different budget consultation process which would be reviewed.  He agreed to investigate how members of the public were advised of the consultation including the distribution of posters and leaflets.

 
(d)
Lead Member for Development Services
Councillor Derek Antrobus, Lead Member for Development Services, advised Members of the new policy to be introduced for Blue Badge Holders, whereby disabled persons not correctly displaying badges would, in the first instance, receive a warning rather than be instantly fined.


(e)
Lead Member for Education
Councillor Keith Mann, Lead Member for Education, reported that initial approval had been received from the Secretary of State for the creation of a Salford Academy on the site of Canon Williamson High School at a cost of £20M, the main sponsor being United Learning Trust.  He indicated that it was envisaged that the Academy would be in place by 2006.


Councillor Bob Boyd congratulated the Lead Member on this achievement.


(f)
Lead Member for Housing Services
In response to a question from Councillor Bob Boyd, concerning the holding of the launch of ‘Fresh Start’ - the new Strategy Framework for Housing, at a restaurant in

Swinton, on 26th November, 2003, Councillor Peter Connor, Lead Member for Housing Services, reported on the benefits of, and reasons for, choosing the venue.


(g)
Lead Member for Personnel Services
In response to a question from Councillor Bob Boyd concerning arrangements for Scrutiny training sessions, Councillor Eddie Sheehy, Lead Member for Personnel, commented on the importance of training for both Members and staff and indicated that he welcomed any comments or suggestions for improvements with a view to ensuring the Council’s training strategy and training needs were met.


(h)
Lead Member for Community and Social Services
Councillor Tim Perkins congratulated Members and staff of the Community and Social Services Directorate on achieving 2* rating by the Social Services Inspectorate.

90.
QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS TO THE CHAIRMEN OF SCRUTINY COMMITTEES

Chair of Health and Social Care Scrutiny Committee
In response to a question from Councillor Bob Boyd, Councillor Val Burgoyne, Chair of the Health and Social Care Scrutiny Committee, reported on the position regarding the investigation of Foundation Hospitals and (b) indicated that it was expected that a report would be submitted to the Council by January, 2004.

91.
AMENDMENTS TO THE COUNCIL CONSTITUTION

RESOLVED:
THAT the amendments to the Council Constitution, as contained in the report now submitted, be approved.

92.
BUDGET SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

RESOLVED:
THAT Councillor David Jolley be appointed as Chair of the Budget Scrutiny Committee for the remainder of the current municipal year.

93.
APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS - NEW PROSPECT HOUSING LIMITED

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the following Members be appointed to serve on the New Prospect Housing Limited Local Boards as indicated -


Eccles, Irlam and Cadishead Local Board

Councillors Eglin, Hunt, Memory, Morris and Jones.


Worsley/Little Hulton Local Board

Councillors E. Burgoyne, Devine, Smyth, Potter and Howard.


Salford North Local Board

Councillors J. Murphy, B.P. Murphy, Hulmes, Holt and Wilson.


Salford South Local Board

Councillors Clague, Heywood, Leaston, McIntyre and Slater.


Swinton Local Board

Councillors Cullen, Daniels, Dawson, B. Lea and Upton.



(2) THAT Councillor Norman Owen be appointed as a Member of the Opposition Groups to serve on the Parent Board.



(3) THAT Councillor Peter Connor be appointed as a representative to attend the Annual General Meeting of New Prospect Housing Limited.

94.
NOTICE OF MOTION - HOPE LIBRARY
Motion moved by Councillor Bob Boyd (on behalf of Councillor Norman Owen who was absent due to illness) and seconded by Councillor Bernard Carson -

‘THAT Council notes the proceedings of the Lifelong Learning and Leisure Scrutiny Committee consequent on the calling-in of Decision 1499 (Hope Library).  Council asks the Cabinet to ensure that an unbroken public library provision be maintained, either at the present Hope site, or close by’.

In response to the Notice of Motion, Councillor John Merry, Leader of the Council, Councillor Tony Ullman and Councillor Bernard Pennington, referred to the Scrutiny process undertaken regarding the decision to close Hope Library, and gave assurances and reaffirmed the Council’s commitment to work with Ward Members in order to provide an alternative Library provision for the residents of the Hope area.

Councillor Bob Boyd, in view of the assurances given and commitment shown, withdrew the Notice of Motion from the Council meeting.

95.
INFORMATION ITEMS
The following items had been circulated with the Council meeting agenda for information -


(a) List of Lead Member Decisions;


(b) Minutes of Cabinet;


(c) Minutes of Regulatory Panels;


(d) Minutes of Community Committees.
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