SALFORD CITY COUNCIL
15th October, 2003

Meeting commenced:
2.00 p.m.
"
ended:
4.53 p.m.
PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor James Hulmes) - in the Chair

Councillors Anderson-Brookes, Antrobus, Boyd, E. Burgoyne, Carson, Clague, Clarke, Connor, Cullen, Daniels, Dawson, Devine, Dobbs, Fernandez, Garrido, Hincks, Hinds, Holt, Howard, Hunt, Jolley, Jones, Kean, King, B. Lea, M. Lea, Lightup, Mann, McIntyre, Memory, Merry,  B.P. Murphy, J. Murphy, Owen, Payne, Pennington, Perkins, Potter, Salmon, Sheehy, Smyth, Wallsworth, Wilson and Witkowski  
68.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Broughton, V. Burgoyne, Eglin, Heywood, Hudson, Lancaster, Leaston, Miller, Morris, Slater, Ullman, Upton, Warmisham, Warner and Wilkinson.

69.
MAYOR’S CITIZENS AWARD
The Mayor reported that the recipient of this month’s Mayor’s Citizens Award was Mr. Roger Bridge for his work and exceptional service to the community.  Councillor Derek Antrobus, in nominating Mr. Bridge, paid tribute to his work with Swinton Amateur Swimming Club over 45 years.  Councillor Daniels supported the tributes paid.


The Mayor then presented Mr. Bridge with his award.

70.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
The minutes of the meeting held on 17th September, 2003, were signed by the Mayor as a correct record.

71.
GENETICALLY MODIFIED FOODS AND CROPS
A report of the Environmental Scrutiny Committee was submitted (a) indicating that a special meeting of that Committee had been held on 1st October, 2003, to which all Members of the Council and Members of the Public had been invited, for the purpose of considering the Government’s consultation document entitled ‘Weighing Up the Costs and Benefits of Genetically Modified Foods and Crops’, and (b) containing details of the speakers who had attended the meeting and a summary of the discussions held.

The Committee recommended that Scenario 3, the minimum approach which states that ‘public attitudes are largely against genetically modified crops and foods, and there is a strict regulatory system, leading to very little genetically modified crop cultivation in the use in the short-term’, be forwarded as this Council’s preferred scenario in response to the consultation by 17th October, 2003.

Councillor Roger Lightup, in introducing the report, asked that thanks to the Members and Officers concerned in dealing with this issue be placed on record and welcomed the all party support given.  

Councillor Bob Boyd and Councillor Karen Garrido stated their support of the recommendation.

RESOLVED:
THAT the recommendation of the Environmental Scrutiny Committee be approved and forwarded as this Council’s response to the Government consultation document on Genetically Modified Foods and Crops.

72.
INDEPENDENT MEMBERS OF THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE
The Monitoring Officer submitted a report indicating that (a) as reported at the meeting of the Council held on 17th September, 2003 (Minute 60 refers) Mr. David Compston and Mr. Terry Flynn had resigned as Chair and Independent Member, respectively, of the Standards Committee, and (b) interviews for the appointment of the new Independent Members had been carried out by a Panel on 3rd September, 2003.

 
RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the resignation of Mr. David Compston (Chair) and Mr. Terry Flynn (Independent Member) be accepted.



(2) THAT the Council appoints Mrs. Flynn and Mr. Bottomley as Independent Members of the Standards Committee and supports the re-appointment of Mr. Dunn (an existing Member) on the Committee.

73.
MEMBERS’ ALLOWANCES
Councillor John Merry, Leader of the Council, introduced a report of the Independent Remuneration Panel recommending a Scheme of Allowances to Members in accordance with Regulation 17(2) etc., of the Local Authorities (Members’ Allowances) (England) Regulations 2003 (S1 2003/1021). 

Members discussed the proposals with particular reference being made to the proposals for pensions, in respect of which Councillor Karen Garrido stated her opposition, being in favour of private pension schemes.

RESOLVED:
THAT the proposals contained in the report of the Independent Remuneration Panel and the Members Scheme of Allowances, as circulated, be approved and adopted. 

74.
QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS REGARDING FUNCTIONS OF OTHER AUTHORITIES, ETC.

(a)
Fire and Civil Defence
Councillor George Wilson referred to a recent article in the Manchester Evening News regarding changes to the Fire Brigade Service and advised Members that he had received information on this matter and he would keep them informed of developments.


(b)
Passenger Transport
In response to a question from Councillor Doris Fernandez, concerning the withdrawal, in the evenings (after 7.00 p.m.), of the bus service from the Little Hulton area, and the nuisance being caused by youths thereby affecting the general operation of the service and the condition of bus shelters, Councillor Roger Jones, Chairman of the Passenger Transport Authority, indicated that this was a national problem.  He indicated that the PTE did not consider the withdrawal of services to be acceptable, at the same time drawing Members attention to the difficulties in determining who made the decision to withdraw services and possible reasons therefor.

Councillor Roger Jones assured Councillor Doris Fernandez of the support of the Passenger Transport Authority and urged Councillor Connor, as the Council’s representative on the Greater Manchester Police Authority, to give an assurance that the Police would assist in this matter.  Councillor Peter Connor, in response, reported on the action taken by the Police and Police involvement.

(c)
Police
In response to a question from Councillor Norman Owen, concerning the further legislation introduced regarding anti-social behaviour and the subsequent effect on resources, Councillor Connor advised Members that he would ensure that Salford Council would receive resources to address this issue.

(d)
Outside Bodies
In response to a number of questions raised by Councillor Karen Garrido, concerning proposed changes to Employees Pension Schemes and contributions to the scheme, Councillor John Merry, Leader of the Council, indicated that he had responded to the Government and would provide Councillor Garrido with details of the response.

Members discussed a number of issues concerning the operation of, and changes introduced to, pension schemes and the consequences of those over a number of years which were noted.


(e)
Outside Bodies

No questions were asked, nor comments made.

75.
GENERAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS TO LEAD MEMBERS

(a)
Leader of the Council
i)
Councillor John Merry, Leader of the Council, reported on the Government 
announcement of £48M for Housing Market Renewal providing for a ‘step 
change’ in the housing markets in the eight inner city wards.


Councillor Merry outlined the funds available including SRB and NDC funding 
for regeneration and outlined the programme for the next three years to 
regenerate neighbourhoods.  He praised the Lead Member for Housing 
Services and staff for their efforts in securing this bid and indicated that further 
bids would be made to Government in the future.  Members indicated their 
appreciation and support for the bid and proposals.

ii)
In response to a question from Councillor Beryl Howard, Councillor John Merry 
indicated that all Members of the Council and members of the public were 
welcome to attend meetings of the Cabinet if they so wished.


(b)
Lead Member for Development Services
Councillor Derek Antrobus, Lead Member for Development Services, drew Members’ attention to a questionnaire which had been circulated on Salford City Council Construction and Design Services and urged all Members to complete and return the questionnaire, as soon as possible.


(c)
Lead Member for Arts and Leisure (Tourism)
i)
In response to a number of questions concerning Hope Library, and objections to the decision to close the library to achieve savings, Councillor Ben Wallsworth, Executive Support Member for Arts and Leisure (Tourism), reported on the extensive review undertaken leading to the decision to close the library.  Councillor Alan Clague referred to the resultant effect of the closure on local residents, particularly the elderly and disabled, requesting that alternative premises be sought.


Councillor Bill Hinds, Lead Member for Corporate Services, stressed the 
importance of managing the Council budget and indicated that having to make 
savings was a necessary part of that process.

ii)
In response to a question from Councillor Norman Owen, regarding resources 
allocated to the Working Class Movement Library, Councillor Ben Wallsworth 
reported on proposals for the library to become a private trust, operating 
independently from the Council.


(d)
Lead Member for Corporate Services
i)
In response to a question from Councillor Tim Perkins, concerning monies 
spent on rebranding the image of the City, Councillor Bill Hinds, Lead Member 
for Corporate Services, indicated that the efforts being made were to present a 
more positive and welcoming approach to the City, with a view to attracting 
more residents and businesses, and achieving positive publicity.

ii)
In response to a question from Councillor Anderson-Brookes, concerning Civil 
Partnership Ceremonies, Councillor Bill Hinds reported that Councillor Derek 
Antrobus, during his term as Lead Member for Corporate Services, made clear 
the Labour Group’s wish to start such ceremonies in Salford and had pursued 
this, and indicated his intention to continue to pursue this in Salford subject to 
the necessary powers being obtained.

(e)
Lead Member for Education
i)
In response to a question from Councillor Bob Boyd, concerning a further round 
of PFI bids for secondary schools, Councillor Keith Mann, Lead Member for 
Education, reported that the Local Education Authority had been invited to 
submit bids for the replacement or refurbishment of secondary schools; that the 
first wave of bids had to be submitted by 19th December, 2003, and that 
discussions were taking place with the Chair of the Governors and Headteacher 
of Walkden High School as to whether that school would be included in the bid.  
He indicated it was clear that Moorside High School would be included in the 
bid for relocation to a new site.


Councillor Karen Garrido asked whether land at Vicars Hall Lane, Boothstown, 
which had been allocated for educational purposes had been taken into 
consideration as a prospective new site for Walkden High School, and 
Councillor Keith Mann responded indicating that the site in question was not 
large enough.

ii)
In response to a question from Councillor Bob Boyd, concerning the issues 
raised following a visit to Lledr Hall Outdoor Pursuits Centre, Councillor Keith 
Mann indicated that he would consider and respond to the issues raised.  
Councillor Bernard Pennington referred to the excellent development proposed 
for Lledr Hall and the excellent work undertaken by Alistair Cook and staff at the 
Centre.  He indicated that the costs of the proposed development were to be 
met from the New Opportunities Fund with the shortfall of £50,000 being met 



from Booths Charities.  He expressed his thanks to Booths Charities for their 
continued support and asked Councillor Keith Mann to continue to develop the 
site and look to further developments.

76.
QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS TO THE CHAIRMEN OF SCRUTINY COMMITTEES

No questions were asked, nor comments made.

Councillor Bernard Pennington indicated that it would be useful for the action sheets of Scrutiny Committees to be appended to the Council agenda.


RESOLVED:
THAT this matter be referred for consideration to the Council Agenda Group.

77.
MANCHESTER, SALFORD AND TRAFFORD GROUNDWORK TRUST

RESOLVED:
THAT Councillor E. Burgoyne be appointed to serve as this Council’s representative on the Manchester/Salford/Trafford Groundwork Trust.

78.
AMENDMENTS TO THE COUNCIL CONSTITUTION

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the amendments to the Council Constitution, as contained in the report now submitted, be approved.



(2) THAT the Terms of Reference and Protocols for Working of the Association of Greater Manchester Authorities Health Scrutiny Panel, as set out in Appendix 2 of the report, now submitted, be approved.

79.
NOTICE OF MOTION - FAIRTRADE CAMPAIGN

Motion moved by Councillor James King and seconded by Councillor Norbert Potter - 

· THAT this Council welcomes the Fairtrade Campaign supported by organisations including Oxfam, Christian Aid, Cafod and the Fairtrade Foundation and resolves 

      to -


-
promote awareness of Fairtrade issues among its employees, the citizens of Salford and relevant organisations within the city by making publicity and educational information available and seeking their support;


-
encourage the use of Fairtrade goods by catering suppliers to the Council where possible when catering for Council meetings and functions; and


-
seek ‘Fairtrade City’ status.

In relation to the Notice of Motion, the Council had viewed a video tape recording at the commencement of the meeting, entitled ‘Trade Justice’.

 
RESOLVED:
THAT the Notice of Motion be approved and adopted.

80.
INFORMATION ITEMS

The following items had been circulated with the Council meeting agenda for 


information -


(a)
List of Lead Member Decisions;


(b)
Minutes of Cabinet;


(c)
Minutes of Regulatory Panels;


(d)
Minutes of Community Committees.
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