SALFORD CITY COUNCIL
20th January, 2010

Meeting commenced:



9.30 am.
"
adjourned 


11.40 am.

      
    reconvened 

11.50 am 

          finished      

1.12 pm fillin "end time" 
PRESENT:
Councillor Lightup (Mayor) - in the Chair fillin "line 1" 

Councillors Ainsworth, Boshell, Bramer-Kelly, Burgoyne, Cheetham, Clague, Cohen, Compton, Connor, Cooke, Davies, Dawson, Deas, Devine, Drake, Dobbs, Ferguson, Ferrer, Karen Garrido, Robin Garrido, Gray, Heywood, Hill, Hinds, Houlton, Humphries, Jolley, Kean, King, Lancaster, Lea, Lindley, Loveday, McIntyre, MacDonald, Mashiter, Merry, Mold, Morris, Jane Murphy, Joseph Murphy, Joseph O'Neill, Martin O'Neill, Owen, Pennington, Potter, Smyth, Taylor, Leslie Turner, Nicky Turner, Warner and Wilson  fillin "other names" 
51.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Antrobus, Mann, Miller, Mullen, Ryan, Tope and Warmisham.
52.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

No interests declared.
 53.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The meeting held on the 18th November and a special meeting held on the 16th December, 2009, and 7th January, 2010 were approved as correct records
54.
MAYORAL REPORT


The Mayor submitted for information details of major events that had had occurred in his calendar during his last two months of his year of office.    

RESOLVED ;THAT  the matter be noted.

55.
RECEIPT OF PETITIONS

RESOLVED:
THAT the undermentioned petitions be dealt with as follows:-


(a)
Petition submitted by Councillor Keane from Irlam Women’s Institute members regarding Greenbelt proposal on Barton Moss - be referred to the Sustainable Regeneration Directorate.


(b)
Petition submitted by Councillor Gray and the residents of 128-166 Chaddock 



Lane requesting for alleygating be referred to the Chief Executive Directorate.

(c)
Petition submitted by Councillor Pennington and residents opposing to Burgess 



Farm Housing Development be referred to the Sustainable Regeneration 



Directorate.

56.
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Mr. Les Bottomley, independent Chair of the Standards Committee submitted to Council a report from 2009/10.   The report contained details of the establishment of administration of the Standards Committee during the year
· a new local standards framework

· activities undertaken outside standards issues

· training programme

· future matters to be considered by the Standards Committee

Members of Council paid tribute to the independent members of the Standards Committee of the work being undertaken.

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

57.
NOMINATIONS FOR THE OFFICE OF MAYOR AND DEPUTY MAYOR FOR THE MUNICIPAL YEAR 2010/11

It was proposed by Councillor Connor, seconded by Councillor Karen Garrido and supported by Councillor Norman Owen that Councillor George Wilson be nominated for the office of Mayor for the municipal year 2010/11.  

In addition it was proposed by Councillor Smyth, seconded by Councillor Pennington and supported by Councillor Les Turner that  Councillor Eric Burgoyne be nominated for the office of Deputy Mayor for the 2010/11 municipal year.    


RESOLVED:
THAT the nominations for office of Mayor and Deputy Mayor for the municipal year 2010/11 be unanimously agreed.

58.
AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE ASSOCIATION OF GREATER MAN CHESTER AUTHORITY


Councillor Merry Leader of the Council submitted a report containing details of proposed amendments to the AGMA constitution in order to harmonise the work of the AGMA Board and commissions, and allow more effective work at AGMA commission level to the delegation of powers to officers on behalf of the commissions and provide greater public transpararancy in decision making.     He indicated that the current constitution had no legal framework which showed both readiness to manage strategic development and financial resources delegated down either from a national or regeneration level and which underpinned the common goal of Greater Manchester becoming a world class city region and the heart of a thriving north.  

 In addition the existing constitution contained very little in terms of linking the functions and work which is done at strategic sub level to assist the democratic accountability both at sub regional level and within the individual local authorities of Greater Manchester.   

The report indicated that in developing a new constitution it was also recognised that AGMA needed to operate in the context of the “sovereign role” of the existing ten local authorities who made up AGMA.

RESOLVED:
THAT the proposed amendments to the AGMA constitution as detailed in the report now submitted be approved and adopted and the Chief Executive write to AGMA secretariat advising them of the Council’s decision.

59.
ELECTORAL REGISTER AS AT 1ST DECEMBER, 2010

The electoral registration officer submitted a report informing members of the results of the annual register of elector canvas for each ward in the City stating that the current register was published on the 1st December, 2009 and would be in force until 30th December, 2010.    It was commented that the change of numbers was due to a  change in legislation in relation to the management of three year non responders.    Members also commented on the work of the Elections Section of Democratic Services in preparing the information.

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

60.
REVISIONS TO THE STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Councillor Potter, Executive Support member in the absence of Councillor Antrobus submitted a report containing details of the revised statement of community involvement. The original had been adopted in March 2008, since then a number of changes have been made to the regulations governing the production of local development documents.   As a result the statement of community involvement needed to be updated to ensure consistency was in the regulations.


A consultation had been undertaken and a number of proposed factual changes to the statement of community involvement.    49 responses had been received in response to the consultation, including statements of support for the proposed changes. Others    had suggested further changes and these  had been made to the document and as a result of the consultation an updated statement of community involvement was now submitted for Council for adoption.   Members commented the process  of consultation specifically referring to -

· how this proposal would generate greater community involvement

· should the report be referred to Scrutiny committee

· how would minority communities have their views made known 


Councillor Merry commented that the Council had a track record in consultation with its 


Communities and this was a further example of the way in which the community had 
been active in developing and submitting comments through the 49 responses which 
had been received from all sections of the community.   

 In response Councillor Potter agreed to pass any concerns on to the Lead Member for 
Planning.


RESOLVED:
THAT the revised statement to community involvement be approved for 


adoption.

61.
QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS TO LEAD MEMBERS 

(a)
Councillor Merry - Leader of the Council



Prior to answering questions Councillor Merry gave a detailed statement in 
relation to the recent snow emergency which had occurred in the City.   
Councillor Merry and other members thanked all staff who participated in the 
successful delivery of services during the extreme weather conditions and the 
care taken to support vulnerable residents within the City.    He further indicated 
that he would invite scrutiny committee to review the action taken by the Council   
during this 
time to see how further improvements could be made 



should there be a recurrence of such an event.   


 The following questions were then asked



Councillor Cooke asked when the report on the Council ice rink would be 



produced and he also asked a question referring to a newspaper article of 2008 



regarding the Council’s gritting policy and things which had not been learned 



during the recent severe weather crisis.   


Councillor Karen Garrido asked Councillor Merry to establish an agenda setting 
group to consider proposed proportionality and also asked for statement to   
clarify the position regarding Salford Rugby League Football Club and the 
community stadium.     


Councillor Les Turner then raised a question regarding the number of 


Independent Members and their status. He also asked when information 
regarding Proms in Park would be available for him to examine.   


Councillor Merry responded as follows:

· If Council was agreeable the membership of committee determination be delegated to the Council agenda setting group for the remainder of this municipal year.
Councillor Cooke would be provided information on the ice rink. 

Councillors Turner could have been provided with information in respect of Proms in the Park he had been given a notice of the question.

· With reference to community stadium He stated that this was not in the ownership of the Salford Reds Rugby League Football Club there were only a potential user.   
The following comments were then made.  
Councillors Cooke, Owen and Karen Garrido indicated that the Council needed to make a definitive statement to ensure that as far as the public were concerned it was clearly understood that the community stadium is not in the ownership of Salford Reds Rugby League Football Club.   
Councillor Turner commented he had waited for months for information regarding Proms in the Park and had received no response.  
 Councillor Lancaster indicated that a member not receiving information was not acceptable and he would make sure that the report was provided at the earliest opportunity  
He also commented that he had never said that the Community Stadium was Salford Reds Stadium and  the business plan for the community stadium must stack up for community users and other users across the City not just Salford Reds Rugby League Football Club.   
In response Councillor Merry commented to reiterate the position regarding community stadium 
· The council were not giving a stadium into the Rugby League Club this had been stated   in an issued press statement
· the business plan for the stadium must stack for its viability 

· he would provide briefings to the Leader of the opposition and the Leader of the Liberal Democratic

· made reference to the establishment of the Joint Venture Company in relation to the stadium 
      (b) 
Councillor Lancaster as Deputy Leader of the Council

No questions asked nor comments made.


(c)
Councillor Hinds, Lead Member for Customer and Support Services


Councillor Owen commented commercial business for partners in relation to 



communities stadium .   Councillor Hinds stated that the Council has been 



assisted by a body of consultants who were acting in a confidential nature in 



respect of the business proposals relating to the stadium

d)
Councillor Morris (in the absence of Councillor Warmisham) Executive Support Member for Children’s Services


No questions asked nor comments made.



Councillor Morris made a statement urging members to  support the Salford 
Children’s Holiday Camp. 

(e)
Councillor Connor (Lead Member for Housing )


Councillor Connor was asked a question regarding Home Swap proposals in 



the City.  He responded by indicating he would provide information to every 
member concerned.

(f)
Councillor Potter (in the absence of Councillor Antrobus) Executive Support 



Member for Planning



Councillor Lindley raised a question regarding the core strategy and the public 



response relating to Greenfield and green belt issues.   Councillor Bramer –


Kelly supported the question and referred to the state of the roads due 


to the recent cold spell and if there were  any plans or possibilities of further 


funding.


Councillor Compton asked a question regarding the outcome of the Forest Park 



Planning application and when funding would be available to do the work on the 



motorway roundabouts in Worsley.   



Councillor Owen raised a question regarding houses in multiple occupation and 


links to the Core Strategy.

  In response Councillor Potter 
· Indicated the core strategy was still out for consultation and he would pass all further questions on to the Lead Member for Planning.  
 The following comments were then made 
Councillor 
Lindley commented on the need for Executive Support members to be able to provide Council with information in the absence of Lead Members being present.
  Reference was also made regarding the decision in relation to the Forest Park planning application.  
 Councillor Lancaster made specific reference to issues in the core strategy commented with regret on the potential detrimental impact to the local economy following the planning decision in relation to the proposed Race Course at Forest Park.   
Further comments were made regarding the identification of land for housing and green belt and green field and the need for the Council to have a balanced core strategy which was currently being consulted upon across a wide range of partners and individuals within the City.

Councillor Potter made reference to the clear role for executive support members within the City Council and also stated as he would pass information on to Councillor Antrobus and the Strategic Director to ensure information was provided to members.


(g)
Councillor Murphy, Lead Member for Environment
Councillor Owen asked a question regarding the amount of grit available 
in   the extreme weather conditions and if the City Council kept any  grit in reserve.  Councillor Murphy indicated that supplies of grit had been difficult  across the whole of Greater Manchester during the extreme weather but the Council had managed its grit supply with an  amazing success .It had been  used to implement the strategy of keeping main roads and major access routes available to the public during this short time.

(h)
Councillor Boshell  (in the absence of Mann), Executive Support Member for 


Adult Services

Councillor Boshell indicated that the statement on the Adult Care LAA would  be circulated to all members.

There were neither questions asked nor comments made.


(i)
Councillor Smyth, Lead Member for Neighbourhood Services


There were no questions asked 


A comment was made by Councillor Karen Garrido regarding changes in 



Neighbourhood and management arrangements in the Worsley and Boothstown 



Community Committee area.  


 In response Councillor Smyth indicated she was aware of the changes and 


invited Councillor Karen Garrido to her Lead Member briefing to discuss the 


matter.  


(j)
Councillor Warner, Lead Member for Quality Support
. There were neither questions asked nor comments made.

62.
QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS ON THE DISCHARGE OF FUNCTIONS

(a)
GMITA Councillor MacDonald


The following questions were asked 



Councillor Ann Marie Humphrey, asked regarding public transport activity in the 
severe weather conditions in the Kersal area 



Councillor Lancaster asked a question regarding the Eccles railway station 
improvements and if there was any information from the GMITA regarding the 
booking office. 


Councillor Dawson raised a question regarding services at Moorside train 
station and issues around cycle transport on the Metrolink.  


 Councillor Ferguson raised a question regarding protection for passengers in 
adverse weather at Swinton station.   


Councillor Morris raised a question regarding the access of buses on 



the Brookhouse estate during severe bad weather conditions.



In response Councillor McDonald answered as follows.     

· He wasn’t aware that the conditions in Kersal , but transport accessing during the bad weather conditions.   
· He would investigate for Councillor Lancaster check up information regarding the booking office 
·  On behalf of Councillor Ferguson he will take up the issue of protection in adverse weather conditions at Swinton station.   
· In response to Councillor Morris he commented on the general problem of bus access into side doors and estates during extreme weather.   
· To Councillor Dawson he indicated that the matter of cycle transport had been investigated but was found to be very expensive and more facilities for the storage of bikes at stations was being investigated.  
The following comments were then made  
Councillor Dawson reiterated the previous GMITA policy decision on cycle provision. Councillor Lindley welcomed Sunday services on the Walkden line and agreed with Councillor Lancaster the need to invest in railways through the Greater Manchester Transport Fund.    
Councillor Martin O’Neill commented on the fact that he was trying to establish a the friends of Swinton station Group 

 Councillor McDonald responded that the establishment of such an organisation would help support development in the stations and there was a need to support railway services across the City of Salford.   In respect of cycle transport on the Metrolink the GMITA had made its decision.   


(b)
Police Councillor Lancaster

(c)
Waste Disposal (Councillor Joe Murphy)


(d)
Fire and Rescue Councillor Lindley)

(e)
Outside bodies

No questions asked or comments made.
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