SALFORD CITY COUNCIL
21st June, 2006

Meeting commenced:
2.00 p.m.
"
ended:
5.30 p.m.
PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor B.P. Murphy) - in the Chair

Councillors Antrobus, Broughton, E. Burgoyne, V. Burgoyne, Clague, Coen, Compton, Connor, Cooke, Cullen, Deas, Devine, Dobbs, Ferrer, K. Garrido, R. Garrido, Gray, Harold, Heywood, Hinds, Howard, Hudson, Humphreys, Hunt, Jolley, Jones, King, Lancaster, M. Lea, Lightup, Lindley, Loveday, Macdonald, Mann, Merry, Miller, Mullen, Jane Murphy, Joe Murphy, O’Neill, Owen, Pennington, Pooley, Potter, Ryan, Salmon, Sheehy, Smyth, Turner, Warmisham and Wilson

7.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Ainsworth, Dawson, Hulmes, Kean, B. Lea, Morris, Warner and Witkowski.

8.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

9.
BBC PRESENTATION

Councillors watched a DVD which had been produced as part of the bid made by the Council and its Partners to be the preferred location for the relocation of the BBC to the North West.


Councillor Merry formally reported that the City had been identified as the exclusive preferred bidder with which the BBC was to negotiate its potential relocation.


He further reported that work was currently underway to ensure that the final outcome for the Council and its Partners would be successful.


Members from all political groups paid tribute to the work of the bid team and the Council in reaching this position, and pledged their support to ensuring the relocation of the BBC to the Media City.

10.
MAYOR’S CITIZEN AWARD

The Mayor reported that the recipient of the June, 2006, award was Mrs. Linda Moss, J.P.


Councillor Macdonald, in nominating Linda Moss, J.P., paid tribute to her work as a Magistrate and also made specific mention of her contribution to the City as a Foster Parent, caring for 99 foster children.


Councillor K. Garrido seconded the nomination, paying tribute to the major contribution Linda Moss had made to child welfare in the City.


Councillors Connor, Owen and Warmisham supported the tributes.


Mrs. Moss stated that she was honoured and delighted to receive the award and expressed her sincere thanks to the Mayor and the Members for their tributes.

11.
COUNCILLOR LANCASTER - LONG SERVICE AWARD

The Mayor presented Councillor David Lancaster with his Long Service Award in recognition of him achieving forty years service as an Elected Member of the former Eccles Borough Council and the Salford City Council.  


Councillors V. Burgoyne, K. Garrido, R. Garrido, Joe Murphy and Owen paid tribute to the work of Councillor Lancaster.


Councillor Lancaster addressed the Council to express his gratitude for the award.

12.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting and the annual meeting of the Council, both held on 17th May, 2006, were signed by the Mayor as correct records.

13.
PETITIONS/COMMUNICATIONS

RESOLVED:
THAT the following petitions submitted by the Members stated, be referred to the Directorates indicated:-

	Councillor
	Subject of Petition
	Directorate



	Broughton
	From the residents of Brandon Avenue, Eccles, complaining about the removal of a street light
	Housing and Planning and Urban Vision Partnership Limited

	M. Lea
	From the residents of Agecroft Road/Lumns Lane, Pendlebury, objecting to potential waiting restrictions and traffic management proposals in the vicinity
	Housing and Planning



	Joe Murphy
	From the residents of Duchy Road/Pevensey Road, Salford, requesting the removal of trees 
	Environment and Housing and Planning


14.
CABINET WORK PLAN AND PRIORITIES 2006/07

Councillor Merry, Leader of the Council, presented the Cabinet Work Plan and Priorities for 2006/07.


He (a) outlined the progress that had been made in 2005/06, which had resulted in the City Council being awarded a 3* C.P.A. rating and (b) referred, in particular, to the three new themes proposed for 2006/07, namely -


1.
Budget and Spending Review.


2.
Improving Ambition and Influences through Partnership Working.


3.
Raising the Aspirations of the People of the City (Raising the Bar).


Members of the opposition parties commented on a number of points and issues concerning the content and aims of the Cabinet Work Plan.


A lengthy and detailed debate ensued.


RESOLVED:
THAT the Cabinet Work Plan and priorities for 2006/07 be approved and adopted.

15.
REVIEW OF THE CITY OF SALFORD UNITARY DEVELOPMENT PLAN : 


APPROVAL TO ADOPT THE DRAFT REPLACEMENT UNITARY 


DEVELOPMENT PLAN

(Previous Minute 151 - 17th May, 2006)


A report of the Strategic Director of Housing and Planning was submitted, informing Council that in accordance with their previous decision, a notice of intention of adoption of the Plan had been published on 22nd May, 2006, with an expiry date of 19th June, 2006.


It was reported that no further comments or objections to the notice had been received and authority was now sought to formally adopt the Draft Replacement Unitary Development Plan.


In response to a comment regarding open space in Swinton made by Councillor O’Neill, Councillor Antrobus indicated that he had written to the organisation concerned and would make the reply available to Council if requested.


Councillor Antrobus paid tribute to the work of the Housing and Planning Directorate in preparing the Plan.


RESOLVED:
THAT the Council approve the adoption of the Draft Replacement Unitary Development Plan.

16.
AMENDMENTS TO THE COUNCIL CONSTITUTION

A report of the Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services was submitted, containing details of proposed amendments to the Council Constitution with specific reference to changes in the Scheme of Delegation. 


RESOLVED:
THAT the amendments to the Council Constitution as detailed in the report now submitted, be approved and adopted.

17.
TIMETABLE OF COUNCIL MEETINGS

RESOLVED:
THAT an ordinary meeting of Council be not held during the month of August.

18.
BEST VALUE PERFORMANCE PLAN (BVPP) 2006/07

The BVPP 2006/07 was submitted for approval pending the inclusion of final data.


Councillor K. Garrido commented in specific detail about the contents of the plan.  She referred to the way services were benchmarked; service performance targets and questioned the need to approve the final details of the plan at this stage.


Other members raised similar issues regarding the contents and quality of the plan and the need for it to be approved at this time.


In response to these comments Councillor Merry indicated that there was a statutory requirement to publish the plan by 30th June; and it was necessary for the plan to be considered at the same Council meeting as the Cabinet Work Plan and Priorities for 2006/07 (see Minute 14 above).


RESOLVED:
THAT the BVPP 2006/07 as detailed in the report submitted be approved. 

19.
QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS ON THE DISCHARGE OF 


FUNCTIONS OF OTHER AUTHORITIES

(a)
Passenger Transport Authority

In response to questions asked by Councillors Smyth, Cooke and Broughton, Councillor Jones (in the absence of Councillor Warner) reported as follows:-

· With regard to proposed changes in routes by First Bus services in the Little Hulton area of the City, he agreed with concerns expressed by Councillor Smyth on the potential impact on this part of the City.  He further commented that under current statute, First Bus were allowed to give notice of revisions to routes and the PTA could do very little other than agree.  He stated there was a further option to fund additional routes from the public purse and that £30M would be allocated across Greater Manchester for that purpose this year.

· In relation to information requested by Councillor Cooke, regarding the Metrolink phase 3, the PTA had currently spent £260M on the Metrolink phases 1 and 2 and a further £102M was to be spent on maintenance and improvements during this financial year.  The total available budget received from Government was £520M; a decision on phase 3 was imminent and further information would be provided to the next meeting of Council.

· He welcomed the support of Councillor Broughton and gave an undertaking that wherever possible the PTA would strive to improve bus services for passengers across all operators.  He further commented that the most publicly accountable transport system was based in London, where public transport was under the jurisdiction of the Mayor of London.


He made a further statement with regard to potential changes in bus services in the Little Hulton area, indicating that a meeting with First Bus, the GMPTA Officers and all Ward Councillors would be arranged in the near future.


Councillor Lindley commented on the changes in bus services in the Walkden/Little Hulton area suggesting that the PTA were moving to arterial rather than radial routes, referring to the Leigh Guided Busway.


Councillor Antrobus thanked Councillor Jones for the offer of a meeting and expressed his concerns that First Bus appeared to be reducing services in high dependency areas.


Councillor Jones stated that he partially agreed with Councillor Lindley, but that he desired a system in Greater Manchester that resembled that of the City of London.  He stated it should be recognised that accessible public transport was an integral part of the regeneration of the City.


(b)
Police Authority

In response to a question raised by Councillor Pooley, Councillor Lancaster undertook to provide a written response regarding the effectiveness of video surveillance in achieving successful arrests in the Salford area.  He also agreed, subject to Councillor Pooley providing more detailed information, to investigate when the surveillance vehicle had been inoperable.


(c)
Waste Disposal Authority

In response to a question from Councillor Cooke, Councillor M. Lea indicated that she fully supported the Women’s Institute National Campaign to reduce levels of unnecessary packaging in supermarkets and that in addition she had recently attended a seminar to discuss two possible bidders to develop and deliver the technology to recycle plastics, tetra packs and batteries as referred to by Councillor Cooke, supporting a greater recycling target.


Councillor Owen commented on potential technology available to achieve the specialist recycling.  Councillor Cooke referred to an example in the Stockport area.


Councillor M. Lea welcomed the comments by Members and indicated that she was working hard with colleagues in the Waste Disposal Authority to achieve a co-ordinated solution to the recycling issue.


(d)
Fire and Rescue

In response to a question from Councillor Cooke, Councillor Wilson stated that he shared the Councillor’s concern regarding the increasing number of attacks suffered by the Fire Service whilst carrying out their duties.  He gave an assurance that all steps were being taken with other agencies to reduce these incidents, and indicated that he would forward to Councillor Cooke a recent report he had received regarding this issue.


Councillor Lancaster reported upon recent surveillance action which had resulted in an arrest.


Councillor K. Garrido thanked Councillors Wilson and E. Burgoyne for the copy of the Salford City Action Plan she had received.


In response Councillor Wilson indicated that he would circulate this information to all Members.


(e)
Outside Bodies - Salford Royal Hospitals NHS Trust

In response to a question asked by Councillor O’Neill, Councillor Cullen reported that he would refer the comments regarding difficulty in accessing the Hope Hospital switchboard to the Chief Executive of the Trust.  He further reported that it was his intention to submit an annual report to the Council on the activities of the Governing Body.

20.
FINISHING TIME OF COUNCIL MEETING

RESOLVED:
THAT in accordance with Standing Order 2.10, the meeting be extended beyond 5.00 p.m., to conclude no later than 5.30 p.m.

21.
APPOINTMENTS TO OUTSIDE BODIES 2006/07

(Previous Minute 157 - 17th May, 2006)


A report of the Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services was submitted containing details of appointments to outside bodies for the 2006/07 municipal year.


(In respect of 3(i) and (ii) below, Councillors K. Garrido and Macdonald were respectively also moved and seconded and upon a show of hands their nominations were declared lost).


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT Councillor Merry be confirmed as the Council’s representative on the AGMA Executive, with Councillor Lancaster as the substitute representative.




(2) THAT the appointments to outside bodies for 2006/07 as detailed in the appendix to the report be noted.




(3) THAT the following further appointments be made for the municipal year 2006/07:-

	Outside Body
	Appointment



	(i)
North West Regional Assembly
	Leader of the Council

	(ii)
Booth Charity
	Councillor Pennington

	(iii)
CAB Salford (Management Committee)
	No vacancy to be filled

	(iv)
Life in Salford
	Liberal Democrat vacancy to be filled by Councillor Pooley

	(v)
Territorial Army Volunteer
	Councillor Compton and one vacancy


22.
MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES/PANELS - 2006/07 MUNICIPAL YEAR

(Previous Minute 157 - 17th May, 2006)


A report of the Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services was submitted containing details of the remaining vacancies to be filled on the Council’s Committees/ Panels for the 2006/07 municipal year.


RESOLVED:
THAT the undermentioned vacancies be filled as follows:-

	Committee/Panel
	Appointment 



	Health and Social Care Scrutiny Committee (to replace Councillor Loveday)
	Councillor B. Lea

	Equal Opportunities Forum
	Councillor Lightup

	Corporate Parenting Panel
	Councillors Coen and Wilson

	Council Agenda Group (Liberal Democrat Observer)
	Councillor Heywood


23.
GENERAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS TO LEAD MEMBERS

(a)
Leader of the Council

In response to questions from Councillor Cooke and Councillor R. Garrido, Councillor Merry, Leader of the Council, made the following statements:-

· £106M of Pathfinder funding will be allocated following an extensive consultation exercise.  The Community Committees will be fully involved in this process and a plan will be developed and submitted for approval.

· With regard to the retention of Neighbourhood Wardens beyond external funding provision, a full post-project evaluation would be undertaken and the outcome of the evaluation would then be considered alongside other mainstream funding priorities.

· The space which had previously been allocated as a Casino within the Red City Development would now be used as exhibition space, a matter which was being considered by the public inquiry.

· The Scrutiny Committee conclusions on the ‘Early Warning System’ would be submitted to Cabinet in the near future and as part of the overall consideration this would include an investigation of the “system” on a value for money basis.

· Tourism was a major opportunity for the City and he was to attend a meeting with key partners to ascertain opportunities available for the Council to increase its participation in tourism activities. 


(b)
Deputy Leader of the Council

In response to a question asked by Councillor Howard, Councillor Lancaster, Deputy Leader of the Council, made the following statements:-

· The situation regarding the additional Police Community Support Officers was that the City Council has been allocated 60.  A bid had been put forward for an additional 30 Police Community Support Officers to increase the level to 90.  There was a potential resource implication relating to the increase which would need to be discussed by Cabinet and referred to Council.

· The proposed allocation would be 3 per ward, one of which would be available to be called upon to support central policing resources.

· The detailed operation of the scheme would be achieved through a service level agreement to ensure certain levels of service were provided.

· Regular reports on the operation of the scheme would be made available to Lead Members and Community Committees.


(c)
Lead Member for Housing

In response to questions from Councillor O’Neill and Councillor Owen, Councillor Connor, Lead Member for Housing, agreed to provide written responses to (a) the issues raised regarding NPHL and (b) the breakdown of Neighbourhood Renewal Fund funding for the Langworthy area.


(d)
Lead Member for Customer and Support Services

In response to a question from Councillor Joe Murphy regarding recent publicity relating to elected member training, Councillor Hinds, Lead Member for Customer and Support Services responded as follows:-

· Elected Member training had been ongoing within the Authority for the last 16 years.

· The benefits that have accrued from taking part in this type of training have significantly assisted the elected members in managing the business of the Authority.

· He also referred to recent newspaper articles and an opposition member’s web site which had made reference to the training course in a derogatory manner.

· He indicated that prior to taking the decision to hold a members training course of this type a full cost benefit analysis of all alternative venues and sites had been considered.


Councillor Cooke commented on the cost of the accommodation relating to the training event.


At this point the time reached 5.30 p.m., the Mayor stood and declared the Council meeting closed.

24.
BUSINESS NOT TRANSACTED


The following business, listed on the agenda for the meeting, was not transacted.


(i)
General Questions and Comments to the following Lead Members

(a)
the remainder of the Lead Member for Customer and Support Services.


(b)
Lead Member for Environment.


(c)
Lead Member for Planning.


(d)
Lead Member for Service Development/Neighbourhood Management.


(e)
Lead Member for Adult Social Services.


(f)
Lead Member for Children’s Services.


(g)
Lead Member for Culture and Sport.


(ii)
Issues for Chairs of Scrutiny Committees
25.
INFORMATION ITEMS

The following documents had been circulated with the agenda for the Council meeting for information:-

· List of Lead Member Decisions.

· Minutes of Cabinet.

· Minutes of Regulatory Panels.

· Minutes of Community Committees.

· The Forward Plan.
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