SALFORD CITY COUNCIL
21st July, 2010

Meeting commenced:
 

9.30 am.
                                                                    First  adjournment: 
       11.00 am.

     reconvened: 
       11.10 am. 
                                                                 Second adjournment:           1.10 pm.
                                                                               reconvened:           1.50 pm.

                                                                          Meeting ended:            4.20 pm.


 fillin "end time" 
PRESENT:
Councillor G Wilson (Mayor) - in the Chair. fillin "line 1" 

Councillors Ainsworth, Antrobus, Balkind, Boshell, Bramer-Kelly, Brocklehurst, Burgoyne, Cheetham, Coen, Collinson, Compton, Connor, Cooke, Davies, Dawson, Devine, Dirir, Dobbs, Drake, Ferguson, Karen Garrido, Robin Garrido, Hill, Hinds, Hudson, Jolley, Jones, Kean, King, Lancaster, Lea, Lindley, Loveday, MacDonald, McIntyre,  Mashiter, Merry, Morris, Murphy, O'Neill, Owen, Pennington, Potter, Ryan, Smyth, Taylor, Tope, Leslie Turner, Nicky Turner, Warmisham, Warner and Ronnie Wilson  fillin "other names" 
88.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Clague, Heywood, Humphreys and Mullen.
89.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no interests declared.
90.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 19TH MAY, 2010
           RESOLVED: THAT the minutes of the meeting held on 19th May, 2010, were approved as a correct record, subject to the amending of the spelling of Councillor Collision’s name
91.
RECEIPT PETITIONS/COMMUNICATION
	Petition
	Councillor
	Directorate

	HGV “rat running”  in  Langworthy and Seedley 
	Drake
	Sustainable Regeneration

	Request for “ Alley gating”
In  Lord Street Cadishead 
	Hill
	Community Health and Social  Services/Environment 

	Request for residents only Parking Scheme  Atherton Lane Cadishead 
	Hudson
	Sustainable Regeneration


92.
STATEMENT BY THE LEADER ON SAFEGUARDING

Councillor Merry stated that many of the Members had attended the recent briefing session on Safeguarding and that he was happy to answer questions on this issue. 


He confirmed that following a constructive meeting with the Inspectors, recommendations made were currently in the process of being implemented. Written feedback was still to be received but actions taken so far included the relocation of the Duty and Investigation Team, now renamed as the Referral and Assessment Team into Minerva House. 


The auditing of case files was acknowledged to be a difficult process but one that would be focussed upon. 


Councillor Merry wished to thank all the members of staff involved in this area of work for their commitment to tackling the problems and it was noted that Members appreciated the difficult role that frontline staff were undertaking. In order to resolve the problems identified. He confirmed that support would be provided to staff to ease the process of change and extra resources would be allocated, including the recruitment of additional social workers. 

Various members of the council commented with regard to this issue including;-

Councillor Karen Garrido commented that the track record of the Lead Member with regard to this issue was not a particularly good one.

Councillor Owen stated that this exercise was going to be costly and enquired as to what guarantees were in place that services would improve and therefore justify the high salaries of the consultants involved
Councillor Robin Garrido highlighted the lack of co-operation between the parties and suggested that a “working party” involving opposition members should have been formed.

Councillor Turner echoed these concerns stating that as corporate parents it was necessary to have openness and co-operation.

Councillor Warmisham responded by stating that targets set by the Government had been completed in December 2009, and with Overview and Scrutiny Committee having regularly checked the ‘Scorecards’. He stated that he had every faith in Councillors Morris and Merry to see this through to a satisfactory conclusion. 

Councillor Morris thanked members for their continued support and informed members that it was her intention to remain open and honest with them during this process.


Councillor Merry responded to the comments made by both Councillor R Garrido and Councillor Owen by stating that all parties had been given the opportunity to be involved in this process at the outset. He mentioned the new team that had been bought in to look again at the serious issues and highlighted and the level of challenge now needed to ensure that much progress was made. 
It was his intention to commission a report on this issue in 6 months time and as this issue had to be addressed with the support of Cabinet and colleagues he stated that all parties could be involved and consulted in this regard. 


RESOLVED:
THAT the matter be noted.
93.
STATEMENT BY THE LEAD MEMBER FOR CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES ON BUDGET ISSUES
Councillor Hinds Lead member for Customer and Support Services presented a report from the Budget Efficiency Group which detailed where savings would be made across the Council. He thanked the directors and Lead Members for their input with regard to this and explained the background issues relating to these cost saving measures. He stated that this was still a work in progress and more savings would yet have to made later in the year. This round of savings would protect jobs for the moment but that job losses and redundancies could not be ruled out in the long term. 

Following comments made by various members Councillor Hinds confirmed that the document was only finalised during the previous day and acknowledged that members had only just had sight of it but that if any member had any questions with regard to particular items then the relevant officers would supply more information. 


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.
94.
CABINET WORKPLAN AND CORPORATE PLAN 2010/2011

Councillor Merry introduced the Cabinet Workplan and Corporate Plan 2010/11 and highlighted the four key themes within it. 
· Tackling Child Poverty.

· Strengthening Community Cohesion.

· Delivering Services Fit for People.

· Ensuring that the people and businesses of Salford benefit from MediaCityUK.

He indicated that a concerted effort was required to solve the problems of child poverty 

and tackle worklessness. He stated that MediaCityUK would bring many benefits for enhancing work opportunities working in the North West of England and that these needed to be promoted. 

The issue of Community Cohesion was critical as, despite having many well established minority communities that formed an integral part of the local community, incidents of hate crime were on the increase. 

He concluded by stating that this local government wanted to support people who wished to make a contribution and that this was a caring City that supported its citizens. 

The following questions and comments were made.

           Councillor Cheetham stated that he had found the recent presentation that he had attended on MediaCityUK to be most informative and he welcomed the continuation of the ‘Locate IN Salford’ initiative although he did request more quantitative information to be included on the next report. 


Councillor Owen asked if an update was required to the Cabinet Workplan and Corporate Plan 2010/11 with regard to the budget cuts discussed earlier in the meeting; in particular, where modifications mat need to be made. 

Councillor Davies enquired as to an update with regard to the community engagement programme in Eccles.


Councillor K Garrido stated that in her opinion no member would have any objections to the key areas addressed in the plan but queried that if targets had already been met could further issues be added? She expressed her concern that the ongoing issue of child poverty had still not been entirely addressed and that as much work as possible was needed to be done to tackle this very important issue.

Councillor Tope asked if all the information included in the Workplan was up-to-date, in particular the figures provided on Apprenticeships throughout the Council.

Councillor Cooke wished to commend the Council on these plans as he felt they were very positive, echoing the concerns of local communities and he stated that he looked forward to receiving updates on progress made throughout the coming months. 


Councillor R Garrido stated that it was imperative that pressure was maintained on the

Council to tackle worklessness and get residents in the most disadvantaged areas of the City back into work. He expressed concern that, although totally in favour of Community Cohesion he was aware that the Council maybe needed to encourage people to organise more things for themselves after witnessing a recent event that had been set up by a local group, that over 300 people had attended, 
Councillor Merry responded by stating that with regard to Councillor Davies’ question  he would feed back to her outside of this meeting. 
He stated that there were common areas of agreement across the parties on some issues, in particular the importance of tackling Child Poverty through a programme of improvements as well as creating an access to employment programme. 
He was grateful for the response from the Council and was aware of the timelines dictated within the Cabinet Workplan and Corporate Plan and would aim to deliver on these. 

RESOLVED:
THAT the Cabinet Workplan and Corporate Plan 2010/11 be approved.
95.
THE COUNCIL CONSTITUTION 2010/2011

It was noted that an all party group had previously agreed the content of the published Constitution but that the following matters still remained outstanding;-

· The timing of meetings of Council, Cabinet and Regulatory Panels.

· The position of Executive Support Members on Scrutiny Committees.

· Political balance of Scrutiny Chairs and Deputies
· Replacement of Policy Forums with Council meetings.

· Public question time removal of written notification.


The following comments were submitted by members;-

Councillor Macdonald stated that it was not a realistic expectation that all of the above items could be debated during this particular session and requested that each one was tabled at Council over the following months to allow for a full discussion to take place. This would not delay the acceptance of the new Constitution as these issues did not need to be agreed prior to publication. 


RESOLVED:
THAT (1)
the matters indicated above be bought before the 





Council on an individual basis over the next few meetings. 




(2)  
that future changes in statutory legislation that do not 





affect the delegated powers of the constitution but affect 




the power under which the Council may act , be amended 




within the Constitution  by the Monitoring Officer .




(3)
all other changes in the Constitution require the approval 




of a simple majority of the Council 

96.
ESTABLISHED EMPLOYMENT AREA SPD

Councillor Antrobus Lead Member for Planning, submitted a report containing details  of 

           The Established Employment Areas Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) 

            which provided further guidance on how planning applications for non-employment            
  uses within the City’s established employment areas will be treated. 

            A draft version of the document had been subject to a formal period of consultation             from 23 October 2009 to 3 December 2009 and a number of amendments have                   been made in response to the comments received.

          This report proposed the adoption of the SPD as part of the Council’s Local              Development Framework.
RESOLVED:
THAT  the Council adopts the Supplementary Planning Document “Established Employment Areas” as part of the Local Development Framework.
97.      NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCIL CALLS UPON NICK CLEGG TO LIVE UP TO HIS PROMISE OF FAIRNESS

 Councillor Merry moved a Motion which was seconded by Councillor Hinds in relation to the “fairness” of the polices of HM Government regarding public expenditure proposals and the impact upon the City Council and neighbouring authorities,

In moving the motion Councillor merry made reference to 

· The campaign  of the Liberal Democrats during the recent general election

· The impact on public services in the City affected by the policy

· The impact on deprived communities and economic growth.

Councillors Cooke, K Garrido, Lindley, Owen and R Garrido spoke against the motion 
making reference to 

· Previous government policy on public expenditure
· The current issues faced by the present Government.

· All local authorities across the country would face with difficult decisions.  


Councillors Antrobus, Balkind, Jolley, Murphy and Hinds spoke in favour of the motion 
and following a lengthy debate in accordance with Standing Order 2.11 five Members of 
the Council stood and requested that a named vote be taken in respect of the motion 



before Council. 


Members Voted as follows 
	For  the  Motion Councillor 
	Against The Motion  Councillor 
	Abstained 

	Antrobus
	Bramer -Kelly
	The Mayor 

	Balkind
	Cheetham
	

	Boshell
	Collinson
	

	Brocklehurst
	Compton
	

	Burgoyne
	Cooke
	

	Coen
	Davies
	

	Connor
	Drake
	

	Dawson
	K Garrido 
	

	Devine 
	R Garrido
	

	Dirir
	Hill
	

	Dobbs
	Lindley
	

	Ferguson
	Macdonald
	

	Hinds
	Owen
	

	Hudson
	Tope 
	

	Jolley
	L Turner
	

	Jones 
	N Turner
	

	Kean
	
	

	King
	
	

	Lancaster
	
	

	Lea
	
	

	Loveday
	
	

	Mcintyre
	
	

	Mashiter
	
	

	Merry
	
	

	Morris
	
	

	Murphy
	
	

	Pennington
	
	

	Potter 
	
	

	Ryan 
	
	

	Smyth 
	
	

	Warmisham 
	
	

	Warner 
	
	

	R Wilson 
	
	

	33
	16
	1



It was RESOLVED THAT 

1 The “year in” savings announced for Local Government  that do not meet Nick Clegg’s MP  pledge of fairness as Salford faces £4 million of expenditure cuts which represents 1.1% of the total Council budget, whilst Conservative controlled Trafford are only required to make expenditure savings amounting to 0.6% of their budget.
2 This  Council believes that if Nick Clegg MP  was serious about the principles of fairness, he would take steps to ensure that any future expenditure cuts did not fall on the more deprived or poorest areas and this Council calls upon him to live up to his promises of fairness.  

98. 
NOTICE OF MOTION – THE PLIGHT OF SUKAI JACK (A GAMBIAN NATIONAL CURRENTLY RESIDING IN SALFORD)

 Councillor Owen Moved and Councillor Cooke seconded a motion in respect of Sukai Jack. An amendment to this motion was moved by Councillor Boshell and seconded by Councillor Ryan.

           Councillor Owen agreed to this amendment and Councillor 

Cooke addressed the Council on the plight of this individual. 

 The Mayor out the amendment to the meeting and upon a show of hands declared the amendment carried 


Councillor Owen thanked the members for this resolution. 

RESOLVED: THAT the Council agree to;-
· Support the Defend Sukai Campaign

· Write a letter of protest to the Immigration Minister, Damian Green asking that Sukai Jack be granted asylum in the United Kingdom.

99. 
COUNCILCONSTITITION DECISION NOT SUBJECT TO ‘CALL IN’ – PROCUREMENT OF INTERIM SOCIAL CARE.



The Leader of the Council, Councillor Merry, in exercise of 
powers conferred on him 
by Paragraph 5.1 of section 9 of Part 4 
of the Council Constitution, has approved the 
waiving of the call-in procedure relating to a decision by the Lead Member for 
Children’s Services.


The reason for reporting this to Council is because the matter is a key decision on 
the basis that failure to implement would have 
a significant effect on two or more wards 
in the City and the requirement for contractual standing orders to be waived. This 
was a matter of urgency and it was in the best interest of the Council not to make 
the matter subject to “call in” 


In the opinion of the Leader, the decision was an urgent one and, therefore, justified 
the case for a waiver of the call-in procedure.


Paragraph 5.1 of section 9 of Part 4 of the Council Constitution required this 
decision to be reported to the next available meeting of the Council

 
Councillor Macdonald asked that all decision notices be published in a standard format. 

Councillor Merry indicated that he would ask the Head of Democratic services to ensure that this was implemented with immediate effect 

RESOLVED THAT: the report be noted.
100.
QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS TO LEAD MEMBERS

(A)
Councillor Merry, Leader of the Council

The following questions were asked.

Councillor Davies asked for information with regard to the new Eccles Primary School.

Councillor Collinson asked a question in relation to the “sign posting “of projects that were operating under the Supporting Peoples Programme.


Councillor Owen asked a question regarding Government funding for regeneration programmes after the proposed Comprehensive Spending Review by HM Government in October, 2010.

In reply Councillor Merry responded as follows:-


He welcomed the views of Councillor Collinson and would ask Officers to investigate methods of promoting services available through the projects. In respect of future funding for regeneration programmes, like all councillors he hoped that programmes would be funded to the full but this would be determined by the Coalition Government. 

The New Eccles Primary school was a matter being dealt with by the Lead Member for Children’s Services. 


The following comments were then made.

Councillor K Garrido commented on an issue relating to Public Liability Insurance for 
the Worsley village fair. She also made reference to the Free Swimming programme 

Councillor R Garrido commented on the response provided to the land user in respect 
of a petition which had been submitted in respect of the new Eccles primary School.


Councillor Owen commented on the current level of funding contained within the 
Housing Market Renewal Fund Programme. (HMRF)

Councillor Morris informed Council on the current status of discussions that were taking 
place with the ward Councillors and the land user and the issues that faced the council 
in respect of the new Eccles primary school. 


Councillor Merry thanked Councillor Morris for the information and stated that he would 
ask the Strategic Director for Regeneration to provide information on the HMRF 
programme. He would ask the issue of Public Liability Insurance to be investigated  and 
further stated that although the “ Free swimming “ programme would end in July , the 
Council would fund the continuation of the programme for young people until the end of 
August.


(b)
Councillor Lancaster, Deputy Leader

Councillor Davies asked a question with regard to the unlawful access occurring on the 
pedestrian area of Eccles Town Centre. Councillor Lancaster responded by concurring 
with Councillor Davies in respect of this matter and stating that changes in the law  
would enhance the opportunities for prosecution of offenders.

The following comments were then made.

Councillors Karen and Robin Garrido commented on the effectiveness of CCTV 
cameras in achieving successful prosecutions. Councillor Lancaster indicated he would 
provide information to the Councillors in respect of this matter  


(c)
Councillor Connor, Lead Member for Housing

No questions asked nor comments made 

(d)
Councillor Antrobus, Lead Member for Planning

Councillor Cheetham asked a question in respect of a matter contained with the 
Forward Plan in relation to Leigh Road and a further question with regard to a 
consultation in respect of a planning proposal relating to a power station.

 In response Councillor Antrobus stated that a decision had not been made on the Leigh 
Road scheme at this time due to changes in the availability of Block 3 Funding and the 
Planning and Regulatory panel would respond to any planning consultations 
The following comments were then made by Councillor K Garrido regarding the poor condition of Worsley Roundabout following repair work and the condition of kerbstones on Walkden Road 
Councillor Antrobus indicated he would ask officer to investigate these matters. 
(e)
Councillor Boshell, Lead Member for Service Development/Neighbourhood 
Management
No questions asked nor comments made.
(f) Councillor Warmisham, Lead Member for Adult Social Services and Health
No questions asked nor comments made
(g) Councillor Morris, Lead Member for Children's Services
Councillor Bramer-Kelly asked a question regarding the process the Council was undertaking with regard to the appointment of the Strategic Director for Children’s Services. Councillor Morris indicated that the Council was using recruitment consultants to support the process. 
The following comments were then made. Councillors K. Garrido, Antrobus and R Garrido, commented upon the retention of the BSF programme.  

Councillor K Garrido commented upon the involvement of former Councillor Gray with regard to the Safeguarding process. Councillor Warmisham responded on this matter as at the time, he had been Lead member for Children’s Services. 
Councillor Lancaster commented upon the successful relocation of the Youth Offending Service (YOS) which had been debated at Council in November 2009. 

Councillor Bramer- Kelly commented on the view that following the position taken by HM Government was it time separate children and young people social care matters from children and young people educational matters.  

In Response thanked all Members for their comments, endorsing the view taken by Councillors Merry and Antrobus in respect of BSF and paid tribute to Councillor Warmisham in respect of his work regarding the relocation of the YOS. 
(h) Councillor Warner, Lead Member for Culture and Support
No questions asked nor comments made

(i)
Councillor Hinds
Councillor Owen asked if in light of a new government, the reference to the Gershon report would be removed from the portfolio of Councillor Hinds 
Councillor Hinds responded that this would not be the case at this time. 
(j)
Councillor Murphy, Environment Directorate
Councillor Cheetham raised a question regarding the operation of the pest control service at weekends and the cost implications to service users. Councillor Murphy apologised for any distress may have been caused and stated that the matter had been dealt with and how any costs incurred would be met by the individual in this instance. 
101.
QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS ON THE DISCHARGE OF FUNCTIONS

(a)
Integrated Passenger Transport

Councillor Jones congratulated Councillor Macdonald on his appointment as   Chair of The ITA and asked how he intended to improve bus services within the City of Salford and whether he was fully in favour of the Leigh Guided Busway scheme.

Councillor Owen enquired as to the continuing funding for the Leigh Guided Busway.


Councillor Antrobus asked Councillor Macdonald if he could give assurances that the people of Salford would have access to jobs across the city.


In reply, Councillor Macdonald highlighted the fact that the ITA had recently


won the award for the Integrated Transport Authority (ITA) of the year and in response to Councillor Jones he stated that meetings were being arranged in the Kersal and Broughton areas of the City and all 6 local councillors would be informed of the dates of these meetings. 


In reply to Councillor Owen, he stated that in the current economic climate it was highly unlikely that there would be any extra monies for transport and the challenge facing the members was to sustain what was already in place. 

With regard to the Leigh Guided Busway he indicated that this project was being funded by the Association of Greater Manchester Authorities (AGMA) and ultimately the decision to pursue or not pursue the scheme lay with them.
 
He also stated that with regard to Salford having a shuttle bus service Councillor Macdonald felt this was a key issue that needed to proceed quickly. 


The following comments were then made.



Councillor Jones stated that the re-generation of the Chapel Street area of


Salford was dependent on improving bus services and bus lanes and that Councillor Macdonald should be defending improving bus services in Salford including the Guided Busway. 

Councillor Karen Garrido commented that the Guided Busway would not serve that many residents as it was confined to a small corridor of Boothstown and Worsley. 


Councillor Lindley stated that that the Guided Busway would not assist many travellers and perhaps the monies could be have been better utilised on other transport schemes.

Councillor Merry stated that he supported the Guided Busway

Councillor Warner commented that wide consultation had taken place on this issue, in the past and Council had voted in favour of the scheme. He confirmed that a great deal of money had already been spent on this and once it was completed it would prove to be an asset to the City. 


Councillor Owen then asked if there would be any changes to the scheme in the light of the newly formed coalition government.

Councillor Merry stated that if the monies were not spent on this scheme they would be spent elsewhere and in his opinion he had not heard any valid arguments against the plans.


In response to these comments Councillor Macdonald stated that he was fully in favour of the park and ride scheme but remained unconvinced with regard to the ‘guided’ part of the Busway project. He re-iterated that the final decision lay with AGMA and not the ITA and that he was in favour of improved bus transport on the East Lancashire road which would assist the residents in that particular area. 

He concluded by explaining that the cost of the project was being met by the extra 3% on top of the transport levy paid by all authorities and that the current economic climate, along with proposed budget cuts may have an effect on  these plans. 

(b)
Police

Councillor Balkind enquired of Councillor Lancaster what the length of time   was that a ‘complete discharge’ was held on an individuals’ police record.

Councillor Owen asked if any provisional figures with regard to the budget for policing were available as yet.

Councillor Lancaster replied that the overall figure was not known at this time. In response to the question from Councillor Balkind, the answer was six months. 


(c)
Waste Disposal


Councillor Murphy informed the members that recycling centres were opening
           in areas of the City and requested that members encourage schools to take-up the recycling initiative. 


(d)
Fire and Rescue


No questions asked nor comments made.
(e) Outside Bodies

Councillor Pennington presented a report with regard to the Local Government Pension Scheme (LGPS) and confirmed its current value. He stated that it was currently performing well and broadly matched pay and benefits but due to the current market conditions there was an expectation that contributions from employees may have to increase. Due to the fact that the FRS17 deficit was on the rise, Councillor Pennington stated that this was an issue he intended to pursue further and he would make another statement at the next meeting of Council.
102.
 ISSUES FOR CHAIRS OF SCRUTINY COMMITTEES

            There were no issues raised.
103.
ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS
      The Mayor made reference to a forthcoming event in respect of his charity appeal 
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