SALFORD CITY COUNCIL
21st September, 2005

Meeting commenced:
2.00 p.m.
"
ended:
4.05 p.m.

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor James Hunt) - in the Chair

Councillors Ainsworth, Antrobus, Broughton, E. Burgoyne, Clague, Compton, Connor, Cullen, Dawson, Devine, Dobbs, Gray, Harold, Heywood, Hinds, Howard, Hudson, Humphreys, Hunt, Jolley, Jones, Kean, Lancaster, B. Lea, M. Lea, Lewis, Lightup, Lindley, Loveday, Macdonald, McIntyre, Merry, Miller, Mullen, B.P. Murphy, Jane Murphy, J. Murphy, Owen, Pennington, Perkins, Pooley, Powell, Salmon, Sheehy, Smyth, Warmisham, Warner, Wilson and Witkowski

51.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors V. Burgoyne, Cooke, K. Garrido, R. Garrido, Holt, Hulmes, King, Mann and Morris.

 52.
MAYOR’S CITIZENS AWARD
The Mayor reported that the recipient of this month’s Mayor’s Citizens Award was Mrs. H. Chomley.

Councillor Pennington paid tribute to her work as a volunteer for the Salford Talking Newspaper for the Blind and other work for the blind and visually impaired citizens of Salford.  Councillors Macdonald and Owen supported the tributes given.

Mrs. Chomley indicated that she was delighted to receive such an award and expressed her thanks to Members.

53.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting held on 17th August, 2005, were agreed as a correct record.

54.
RECEIPT OF PETITIONS

RESOLVED:
THAT the following petitions submitted by the Members stated, be referred to the Directorates indicated.

	Councillor
	Subject of Petition
	Directorate

	Macdonald
	From residents of Granby Road/Catherine Road/Clovelly Road/Allenby Road/Gordon Road/Colwyn Road/Ringlow Avenue and Moorfield Road requesting that action be taken to improve roads, signage and lighting and the general environment including pavements and weed control
	Housing and Planning

	B. Miller
	From a number of residents of Trafford Drive and Ridyard Street regarding problems associated with the Trafford Drive Children’s Home.
	Children’s Services

	Joe Murphy
	From residents of Swinton Park Road and nearby areas in Claremont requesting that action be taken to prevent traffic from speeding on Swinton Park Road.
	Housing and Planning

	Warmisham
	From residents to save the closure of Tootal Drive Primary School.
	Children’s Services


55.
TREASURY MANAGEMENT ANNUAL REPORT 2004/05 AND


STATUTORY UPDATE 2005/06
Councillor Bill Hinds, Lead Member for Customer and Support Services, (a) submitted a report containing details of treasury management activity in 2004/05, and (b) a progress report on the treasury management strategy for 2005/06.

Councillor Ian Macdonald thanked Councillor Hinds and the Head of Finance for affording him the opportunity of discussing the report and for arrangements being made for the report to be considered by the appropriate Scrutiny Committee.

Councillor Stephen Powell raised a number of concerns regarding the Strategy for the restructure of debts, and in response, Councillor Hinds reported on the Financial Structuring of the Authority which had been commended and received awards for foresight and innovation, and on the continuing work of Members and Officers in serving the ratepayers of the City.

RESOLVED:
THAT the annual report for 2004/05 and updated strategy for 2005/06 be approved.

56.
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE
The Deputy Director of Customer and Support Services and City Solicitor introduced the Annual Report of the Standards Committee containing details of the work undertaken by that Committee during 2003-2005.

RESOLVED:
THAT the Annual Report be noted.

57.
GREATER MANCHESTER BUS STRATEGY/EARLY DAY MOTION


ON BUS FRANCHISING
Councillor Roger Jones, Chairman of the Greater Manchester Passenger Transport Authority, submitted and introduced a report (a) informing Members of the process and timescale for finalising the Greater Manchester Bus Strategy, which had been submitted to the Department for Transport in provisional form on 31st July, 2005, and (b) seeking from the City Council an endorsement for the Provisional Bus Strategy and support for a Parliamentary Early Day Motion on greater control of local bus services.

Councillor Tim Perkins indicated that he supported the Strategy and Early Day Motion.  He also referred to the need to improve the transport infrastructure across Salford from north to south and to ensure joined-up transport services to provide access to The Lowry and the Quays.

Councillor Ian Macdonald indicated that he supported the Early Day Motion and the Bus Strategy in general, subject to the issues raised in his report (see Minute 58 below).


RESOLVED:
THAT the Council -


(1)
note the Executive Summary of the Provisional Bus Strategy and endorse the Provisional Bus Strategy.


(2) 
note the process for the production of the full version of the Bus Strategy, and


(3)
note and endorse the Early Day Motion on Bus Franchising.

58.
CITY OF SALFORD CONSERVATIVE GROUP’S TRANSPORT POLICY
Councillor Ian Macdonald introduced a report setting out the City of Salford Conservative Group’s Transport Policy.

Councillor Roger Jones thanked the Group for producing their policies and, together with a number of Members, commented on a number of issues including 


-
views concerning the operation of travel systems within the City;


-
current subsidy levels being paid to bus operators to run services;


-
action being taken to encourage movement back into the city centre to discourage car use, and


-
proposals regarding the Leigh Guided Busway.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted; and the City of Salford Conservative Group’s Transport Policy not supported.

59.
QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS ON THE DISCHARGE OF FUNCTIONS


OF OTHER AUTHORITIES, ETC.


(a)
Greater Manchester Police
Councillor Iain Lindley asked (i) to be kept informed of developments with the Police 999 call system, and (ii) what the current position was regarding the proposed re-organisation of the Police into Super Constabularies.

Councillor David Lancaster acknowledged that the call system needed to be improved and reported that a Working Party had been set up to review the system.

He indicated that he would advise the Council of any proposed re-organisation as this developed and became clearer.


(b)
Greater Manchester Waste Disposal Authority
Councillor David Lancaster reported that Councillor Maureen Lea would be the Council representative for the Greater Manchester Waste Disposal Authority from next month.


(c)
Greater Manchester Fire and Rescue Authority
Councillor George Wilson submitted a report on, and circulated information containing details of, the work undertaken by the Greater Manchester Fire and Rescue Authority, which was commented on and noted by Members.


(d)
Outside Bodies

(e)
Greater Manchester Passenger Transport Authority

No questions were asked, nor comments made, in respect of the above outside bodies.

60.
GENERAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS TO LEAD MEMBERS

(a)
Leader of the Council
Councillor Ian Macdonald asked why all birth, marriages and death certificates issued by the Register Office were headed Metropolitan District of Salford and not the City of Salford.  Councillor Merry indicated that he would ascertain the reasons for this and respond to Councillor Macdonald.

Councillor Graham Compton asked for an assurance that the Council had no financial obligations to the North West Assembly, and Councillor Merry confirmed this was the case.


(b)
Deputy Leader of the Council
Councillor Charlie McIntyre reported that an application was to be submitted to extend the Dispersal Order in Swinton and Pendlebury, and Councillor Lancaster confirmed his support for this.

Councillor Norman Owen expressed concerns that the numbers of Police Community Support Officers and Local Community Police Officers were being reduced in the Claremont area.  Councillor Lancaster indicated that he had requested a monthly briefing on the activities of PCSO’s and Local Community Police Officers and that he would advise Members of any changes.

(c)
Lead Member for the Environment
Councillor Maureen Lea and Members commented on the success of the Environment Day and thanked all those concerned with organising the event.

Councillor Macdonald asked why the Council no longer produced specific dog waste bins as he felt combined waste bins could deter people from disposing of waste correctly.  Councillor Lea indicated that this was the case and that she would seek further information for Councillor Macdonald.

(d)
Lead Member for Planning
Councillor Derek Antrobus made a Statement to the Council informing Members of the forthcoming ‘In Town Without My Car Day’ and the events being arranged associated with this.

In response to a question from Councillor Ian Macdonald asking whether a new site for the Magistrates Court had been identified, Councillor Antrobus confirmed that this was being looked at by Her Majesty’s Courts Service.

(e)
Lead Member for Children’s Services
Councillor Warmisham made a Statement to the Council on the excellent improvements across the City in examination results.  Members welcomed the improvements and asked that their congratulations to the School Improvement Team and all children, pupils and staff and Governors be recorded.

(f)
Lead Member for Customer and Support Services (Implementation


of the Gershon Report)  

Councillor Bill Hinds made a Statement to the Council on the current position regarding the development of the LIFT Centres across the City.

Members asked for copies of Statements made to be e-mailed to all Members of the Council.

61.
ISSUES FOR CHAIRS OF SCRUTINY COMMITTEES

There were no issues for Chairs of Scrutiny Committees.

62.
AMENDMENTS TO THE COUNCIL CONSTITUTION
A report of the Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services was submitted containing a suggested amendment to the Council Constitution and a note in the operation of the Scheme of Delegation.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the information contained in paragraph 1 under ‘DETAILS’ be noted.



(2) THAT the proposed amendment to the Council Constitution, as set out in the appendix to the report, be approved.

63.
APPOINTMENT OF (A) CHIEF EXECUTIVE AND (B) DIRECTOR OF MARKETING


AND COMMUNICATION
A report of the Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services was submitted requesting the Council to authorise the production of appropriate documentation and the advertising of the posts of Chief Executive and Director of Marketing and Communication.

In response to Councillor Ian Macdonald asking if all parties would be involved in the interview process Councillor Merry reported that the process agreed was for the Leader of the Opposition Party to be present.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be approved.

64.
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR OF THE LICENSING AND SAFETY


REGULATORY PANEL
Councillor George Wilson and Councillor Ian Macdonald were nominated to serve as Chair of the Licensing and Safety Regulatory Panel.


RESOLVED:
THAT Councillor George Wilson be appointed as Chair of the Panel.

65.
INFORMATION ITEMS
The following items had been circulated with the agenda for the Council meeting for information -

· List of Lead Member Decisions;

· Minutes of Cabinet;

· Minutes of Regulatory Panels;

· Minutes of Community Committees;

· Scrutiny Committee Action Sheets; and

· Forward Plan.
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