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	REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND

SUPPORT SERVICES



	TO THE COUNCIL


ON 15TH FEBRUARY, 2006



	TITLE:
COUNCIL CONSTITUTION - PROPOSED AMENDMENTS



	RECOMMENDATIONS:

1.
THAT the proposed amendments to the Council Constitution as set out in Appendices 1 and 2 to this report be approved.

2.
THAT the detailed powers, responsibilities and procedures for the Housing Appeals Panel, as set out in Appendix 3, be approved.

3.
THAT the proposed changes in allocations of delegation, currently listed under section B (Community, Health and Social Care) and the amendments to a few of those delegations, as set out in Appendix 4, be approved.



	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

This report contains a number of suggested amendments to the Council Constitution.



	BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

(Available for public inspection)

Council Constitution. 



	ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
N/A



	SOURCE OF FUNDING:
N/A



	COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative)



	1.
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS
Provided by:
N/A

2.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
Provided by:
N/A

PROPERTY (if applicable):

HUMAN RESOURCES (if applicable)



	CONTACT OFFICER:
Graham Chinn. 
TEL. NO. 
793 3003





Assistant Director (Administration)



	WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): 
All



	KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:

Council Constitution



	DETAILS:


1.
Proposed amendments to the Constitution are set out in Appendices 1 and 2.

2.
The proposed amendments include one relating to page 62 of the Constitution, which adds the following wording:


“Detailed powers, responsibilities and procedures for the Housing Appeals Panel were approved by the Council on 15th February, 2006.  These may be amended by the Council from time to time.”

3.
The detailed powers, responsibilities and procedures for the Housing Appeals Panel are set out in Appendix 3 attached.  Council are asked to approve these, but they will not appear in the Constitution as they are somewhat detailed.  This will be in line with Council’s approval of the terms of reference and protocols for the Greater Manchester Health Scrutiny Panel which are not included in the Constitution.

4.
Appendix 4 contains proposed changes in the allocation of delegations currently listed under “Community, Health and Social Care” and suggested amendments to a few of the delegations.

5.
For information, the report on amendments to the Constitution considered by the Council on 21st December, 2005, contained an error.  It referred to (nine) delegations E.5(e) (i) to (ix), in respect of licensing, being transferred from the Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services to the Strategic Director and Deputy Director of Environment and being renumbered as E.5(b) (viii) to (xxi).  This would have been correct for fourteen delegations; the renumbering should have been to E.5(b) (viii) to (xvi) and this has been recognised in the amendments to the Constitution on the internet.




APPENDIX 1

	Page
	Reference
	Existing Wording
	Proposed Wording
	Reason

	27
	Articles of the Constitution - 4.1(a)(II)
	(List of plans and strategies which the Council has decided should be its responsibility).
	After “Treasury Management Policy”, insert “Private Sector Housing Assistance Policy.”
	Request by Strategic Director of Housing and Planning.

	62
	Regulatory and Other Panels - Powers and Responsibilities
	(New bullet point, to be inserted between the existing 1st and 3rd bullet points).
	“(
Detailed powers, responsibilities and procedures for the Housing Appeals Panel were approved by Council on 15th February, 2006.  These may be amended by the Council from time to time”.
	Request by Strategic Director of Housing and Planning.

	62/63
	Regulatory and Other Panels - Membership 

- 3rd bullet point
	“However, the appropriate Lead Member will be able to attend meetings of, and take part in the discussions at a Panel for the function for which they have a responsibility, but will not be able to vote at such meetings.  An exception to this rule is that the Lead Member for Planning shall have voting rights at meetings of the Planning and Transportation Regulatory Panel.”
	Alter second sentence to read “Exceptions to this rule are (i) the Lead Member for Planning …… Planning and Transportation Regulatory Panel, and (ii) the Lead Member for Housing shall not be a Member of the Housing Appeals Panel”.
	The Housing Appeals Panel may hear appeals against decisions of the Lead Member for Housing.

	63
	Regulatory and Other Panels - Membership

- 6th bullet point
	“A tenant representative, drawn from the Panel of such representatives, shall serve on the Housing Appeals Panel to take part in discussions but not vote.”
	(Delete wording)
	Request by Strategic Director of Housing and Planning.

	63/64
	Membership and Quorum of Panels
	“(IV) The following bodies will be comprised of three Members for any particular meeting, such Members to be drawn from the overall Panel membership:

· Housing Appeals Panel (plus a tenant representative)
	Delete “(plus a tenant representative)”

Alter “be comprised of” to “comprise”.
	- ditto -

	64
	- ditto -
	“(v) The Quorum of the following body shall be three Members.

· Corporate Complaints Panel”
	“(V) The Quorum of the following bodies shall be three Members:

· Corporate Complaints Panel.

· Housing Appeals Panel”
	- ditto -

	64
	Membership and Quorum of Panels
	“(VI) The quorum for the Housing Appeals Panel shall be three Members of the Council, and this body will remain quorate, even if the tenant representative is unable to attend.

(Note : This is consistent with the fact that the tenant representative is not entitled to vote).”
	(Delete)
	- ditto -

	86
	Part 3, Section 3 - Scheme of Delegation - Lead Member for Housing F.6(a)
	(New delegation).
	“(vii) Authority to make appropriate decisions in respect of the Private Sector Housing Assistance Policy 2006 in line with the terms and provisions of the Policy.”
	Request by Strategic Director of Housing and Planning

	87
	Part 3, Section 3 - Scheme of Delegation  - Head of Housing Services F.6(b)
	(New delegation).
	“(vii) Authority to approve applications for private sector housing assistance in accordance with the Housing Acts and Council policy.”
	- ditto -

	112
	Scheme of Delegation - Housing Appeals Panel
	“Authority for appeals and reviews against decisions on public sector housing issues (e.g. housing register/transfer lists).”
	“Authority to hear and determine appeals relating to a range of private and public sector housing policy decisions including right to buy waivers, the application of the Council’s Private Sector Housing Assistance Policy, decisions relating to the choice based lettings scheme and the appointment of tenants to any housing advisory or decision making bodies such as Steering Groups/Shadow Boards or Panels.”
	- ditto -

	121
	Part 4 Section 1 Standing Orders - Meetings of the Council - Paragraph 1.1(b)
	“NOTE: The operation of the second sentence in this sub-section (in italics) is to be reviewed at the meeting of the Council to be held in January, 2006.”
	Delete.
	In accordance with decision of the Council on 18th January, 2006.

	128
	Part 4 Section 1 Standing Orders - Meetings of the Council - Paragraph 2.10(c) 
	“NOTE: The operation of this sub-section (in italics) is to be reviewed at the meeting of the Council in January, 2006.”
	Delete.
	In accordance with decision of the Council on 18th January, 2006.

	182
	Part 4 Section 7 Contractual Standing Order 3.1
	“the current EU threshold (from 1st January, 2004, this is £153,376 for supplies and services contracts and £3,834,411 for works contracts).”
	“the current EU threshold (from 31st January, 2006, this is £144,371 for supplies and services contracts and £3,611,319 for works contracts).”
	In accordance with the Public Contracts Regulations 2006.

	193
	Part 4 Section 7 Contractual Standing Orders 
	(New Contractual Standing Order).
	(See Appendix 2 attached).
	Request by Deputy Director of Customer and Support Services and City Solicitor.
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