APPENDIX 4

COUNCIL CONSTITUTION

SCHEME OF DELEGATION

DELEGATIONS CURRENTLY LISTED UNDER SECTION B

(COMMUNITY, HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE) – 

PROPOSED FUTURE ALLOCATION

1.
Following discussions with senior officers of Children’s Services, this appendix contains suggested amendments to the allocation of delegations currently listed under Section B of the Scheme of Delegation.  In most cases the wording is unaltered; where changes are recommended these are indicated by one of the symbols shown below, and notes at the end of this appendix give the reasons for these.

*
=
amounts increased


____
=
additional or amended wording (underlined)

#
=
new delegation

2.
Any changes affecting the delegations currently listed under section D, 
Education Services, will be reported at a future meeting of Council.

B. 
Community, Health and Social Care

(a)
Lead Member for Adult Social Services

(i)
Authority to approve grants to voluntary agencies working in partnership with the Council.

(ii)
Authority to determine applications for financial assistance under Section 2 of the Chronically Sick and Disabled Persons’ Act 1970, in respect of adaptations to properties in cases where the amount exceeds the £20,000 available under the Disabled Facilities Grants system.

(iii)
Authority to approve grants of, or for, aids and adaptations and telephones under criteria approved by the Cabinet.

*(iv)
Authority to make monetary grants in individual cases of need between £1,000 and £3,000 in any one case.  (NOTE 1)

(b)
Strategic Director for Community, Health and Social Care

(i)
Authority to deal on a day-to-day basis with assessing the needs of individuals and their carers and providing or arranging appropriate services.

(ii)
Authority to arrange cremations and burials.

(iii)
Authority to accept variations in accommodation charges at non-Council establishments (under advice from the Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services).

(iv)
Authority to assess maintenance charges according to an approved scheme, or, in the absence thereof, or in substitution therefor, in accordance with circumstances of social need.

(v)
Authority to sign contracts for the provision of personal care services or facilities, pursuant to the National Health Service and Community Care Act 1990.

(vi)
Authority to sign tenancy agreements, where necessary, on behalf of people with learning disabilities moving into private rented accommodation.

(vii)
Authority to determine applications for grants from the Cheetham/ Broughton SRB Initiative: Community Initiatives Fund, having considered the recommendations of the Community Initiatives Panel and the appropriate Community Committee.

*(viii)
Authority to make monetary grants in individual cases of need up to a maximum of £1,000 in any one case.  (NOTE 2)

(ix)
Authority to examine Criminal Records Bureau checks on Members and Officers of the City Council and confirm that they meet the requirements of the City Council and relevant legislation.

D.
Children’s Services

(NOTE: The numbers of the delegations under Children’s Services will not be the final ones, as the delegations currently listed under “Education Services” will have to be slotted in.  To avoid confusion in the future, the temporary numbers below start from (ci) in each case.  There will be a reversion to consecutive numbering when any other changes have been agreed.)

(a)
Lead Member for Children’s Services

(ci)
Authority to approve grants to voluntary agencies working in partnership with the Council.

(cii)
Authority to determine applications for financial assistance under Section 2 of the Chronically Sick and Disabled Persons’ Act 1970 in respect of adaptations to properties in cases where the amount exceeds the £20,000 available under the Disabled Facilities Grants system.

(ciii)
Authority to determine whether to continue financial support in excess of £2,000 per week in the case of any young person being looked after by the Local Authority after the age of 18 years.

(civ)
Authority to approve grants of, or for, aids and adaptations and telephones under criteria approved by the Cabinet.

*(cv)
Authority to assist families in need with monetary grants of between £1,000 and £3,000 to any one family.  (NOTE 1)

(cvi)
Authority to arrange Members’ rota visits to establishments.

(cvii)
Authority to determine fostering allowance rates payable to foster carers.

(cviii)
Authority to make all appointments to the Adoption Panel and Fostering Panel, and to appoint the Adopting Agency Decision Maker.

(cix)
Authority to approve the establishment of children’s homes as defined by Section 1 of the Care Standards Act 2000, and also to approve the closure of such homes.

#(cx)
Authority to approve operational policies relating to implementation of the Children and Young Persons’ Plan.  (NOTE 3)

(b)
Strategic Director of Children’s Services

(ci)
Authority to deal on a day-to-day basis with assessing the needs of individuals and their carers and providing or arranging appropriate services.

(cii)
Authority to institute proceedings under the Children Act 1989.

*(ciii)
Authority to approve the making of grants, up to a maximum of £1,000, for children who are looked after by the Local Authority to go on holiday with their foster carers and to participate in school-based activities and holidays.  (NOTE 2)

(civ)
Authority to consent to anaesthetics and medical treatment for children subject to care orders or accommodated children in respect of whom there is no-one available with parental responsibility.  (NOTE 4)


(cv)
Authority to approve placements in accordance with Section 23 of the Children Act 1989.

(cvi)
Authority to accept variations in accommodation charges at non-Council establishments (under advice from the Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services).

(cvii)
Authority to deal with applications to take on holiday, children who are being looked after by the Local Authority.

(cviii)
Authority to sign contracts for the provision of personal care services or facilities, pursuant to the Children Act 1989.

(cix)
Authority to sign tenancy agreements, where necessary, on behalf of looked after young people aged 16 to 18 or to act as guarantor for formerly looked after young people aged 18 to 21.  (NOTE 5)

(cx)
Authority to deal with all matters relating to the foster care of children, with the exception of (1) determining fostering allowance rates payable to foster carers and (2) appeals against decisions made by the Strategic Director on allegations, complaints or other related issues.

(cxi)
Authority to determine whether to continue financial support up to £2,000 per week in the case of any young person looked after by the Local Authority after the age of 18 years.

*(cxii)
Authority to assist families in need with monetary grants up to a maximum of £1,000 in any one case.  (NOTE 2)

TO BE MOVED TO GENERAL MATTERS - SECTION (J)

J.
GENERAL MATTERS

(c)
All Directors

(vii)
Authority to grant permission for the use of accommodation under the 
control of the Cabinet by outside organisations for meetings, in 
accordance with the approved scale of charges where appropriate.  
(NOTE 6)

NOTES

	1. Currently £500 and £2,000.
	REASON – Request by Strategic Director of Children’s Services and reflects inflation.



	2. Currently £500.
	REASON – Request by Strategic Director of Children’s Services and reflects inflation.



	3. New delegation.
	REASON – requested by Strategic Director of Children’s Services.



	4. Additional wording.
	REASON – requested by Strategic Director of Children’s Services.



	5. Current wording is “Authority to sign tenancy agreements, where necessary, on behalf of people with learning disabilities moving into private rented accommodation.”


	REASON – requested by Strategic Director of Children’s Services.

	6. Appropriate for all Directors to have this delegation.
	REASON – requested by Strategic Director of Children’s Services and Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services.
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