	
	PART 1

(OPEN TO THE PUBLIC)
	ITEM NO.


_____________________________________________________________

REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER ENVIRONMENT

_____________________________________________________________

To the Environmental, Housing, Planning Scrutiny Committee on the 16th May 2005

To the Cabinet On 24th May 2005

To the Council on the 15th  June 2005 ___________________________________________________________
TITLE: FOOD SERVICE PLAN 2005

_____________________________________________________________

RECOMMENDATIONS: The Plan is Approved to ensure local transparency and accountability

_____________________________________________________________

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: The Framework Agreement on Local Authority Enforcement, which was developed through the Local Authority Enforcement Liaison Group (now the Enforcement Liaison Group) and became fully operational from 1st April 2001. It provides the Food Standards Agency with a mechanism for implementing its powers under the Food Standards Act to influence and oversee local authority enforcement activity. The Agreement applies to local enforcement of all food laws, and incorporates the latest guidance and standards on food law enforcement. PRIVATE
The Agreement provides, amongst other things, that publicly available local service plans to increase transparency of local enforcement services.

This Food Service Plan, is produced in accordance with the Agency’s “Framework Agreement” and the Food Safety Act Code of Practice providing a clear strategy that will ensure that resources are targeted towards front line services.  The plan provides the basis for a robust regime of monitoring the performance of the level of service in the long term as well as short term.

_____________________________________________________________

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: (available for public inspection) FOOD STANDARDS AGENCY FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT AND FOOD SAFETY ACT 1990 CODE OF PRACTICE

_____________________________________________________________

ASSESSMENT OF RISK:  The Food Standards Act 1999 gives the Food Standards Agency statutory powers to strengthen enforcement of food standards, and to ensure national objectives are delivered. The Act gives the Agency powers to:

· Set standards of performance in relation to enforcement of food law

· Monitor the performance of enforcement authorities

· Require information from local authorities relating to food law enforcement and inspect any records

· Enter local authority premises, to inspect records and take samples

· Publish information on the performance of enforcement authorities

· Make reports to individual authorities, including guidance on improving performance

· Require enforcement authorities to publish these reports and state what action they propose in response

_____________________________________________________________

THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS: Revenue Budget

_____________________________________________________________

LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED: Not Applicable

_____________________________________________________________

FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED: Not Applicable

_____________________________________________________________

CONTACT OFFICER: John Snow and Paula Flynn 0161 737 0551

_____________________________________________________________

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S) All Wards

_____________________________________________________________

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: please delete those not appropriate

Best Value

Communications, Public Relations

Community Strategy

Crime and Disorder

Employee Matters

Environmental Strategy

Equalities

Health

Strategy

Libraries

Modernising Local Government

Performance Management

Regeneration

Scrutiny

Social Exclusion

Standards

______________________________________________________________

DETAILS: Full Report Attached

_____________________________________________________________
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