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	REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND

SUPPORT SERVICES



	TO THE COUNCIL


ON 16TH MARCH, 2005



	TITLE:
COUNCIL CONSTITUTION - PROPOSED AMENDMENTS



	RECOMMENDATION:

THAT the proposed amendments to the Council Constitution as set out in the Appendices to this report be approved.



	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

This report contains a number of suggested amendments to the Council Constitution.



	BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

(Available for public inspection)

Council Constitution. 



	CONTACT OFFICER:
Graham Chinn. 
TEL. NO. 
793 3003
 



	WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): 
All



	KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:

Council Constitution



	DETAILS:


(See Appendices 1, 2A, 2B and 3 attached). 

For ease of reference, the Appendices deal with the following matters:

Appendix 1
- Various amendments

Appendix 2A
- Scheme of delegation H.8(b) : planning applications : current wording

Appendix 2B
- Scheme of delegation H.8(b) : planning applications : proposed new wording 

Appendix 3
- Amended Financial Regulations

Paragraph 1.5 of the amended Financial Regulations refers to Guidance notes on Financial Procedures.  These do not form part of the Constitution, but an electronic link will be provided on the Internet from the Financial Regulations to the Guidance notes.




APPENDIX 1

	Page
	Reference
	Existing Wording
	Proposed Wording
	Reason

	27
	Article 4 - Policy Framework (ll) - List of Plans and Strategies
	(New addition).
	Add “Treasury Management Policy”.
	Request by Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services.

	51
	Articles - Schedule 2 - Members of the Cabinet
	(New sentence).
	After the sentence “The following table lists the portfolios of the Members of the Cabinet ….” Insert “The Lead Member for Community Safety shall be appointed as the City Council’s representative to serve on the Greater Manchester Police Authority”.
	Request from Leader of the Council.

	79
	Scheme of Delegation C.3(a)(xi) - Lead Member for Customer and Support Services
	“(xi) Authority to approve write-offs”.
	“(xi) Authority to approve write-offs of monies owing to the Council”.
	Clarification.

	80
	Scheme of Delegation C.3(a)(xvi) - Lead Member for Customer and Support Services
	(New Delegation).
	“(xvi) Authority to implement and monitor Treasury Management Policies and Practices”.
	Request from Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services.

	81
	Scheme of Delegation C.3(c)(iv) - Head of Finance
	“(iv) Authority to execute money market and leasing transactions in accordance with the “Treasury Management Policy Statement”.”
	Add to the end of the existing delegation “and Treasury Management Practices, and with CIPFA’s Standard of Professional Practice of Treasury Management”.
	Request from Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services.

	81
	Scheme of Delegation C.3(d)(iii) - Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services
	(New Delegation).
	“(iii) Authority to execute and administer Treasury Management decisions in accordance with the Treasury Management Policy Statement and Treasury Management Practices, and with CIPFA’s Standard of Professional Practice on Treasury Management”.
	Request from Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services.



	100
	Scheme of Delegation H.8(b) - Strategic Director of Housing and Planning or his/her nominee - Planning Service (1)(i)
	(See Appendix 2A) - Use of Appendices 2A and 2B will allow Members to compare the existing wording and proposed wording more easily.
	(See Appendix 2B).
	Request from Lead Member for Planning and Chairman of Planning and Transportation Regulatory Panel.

	102
	Scheme of Delegation H.8(b) - Strategic Director of Housing and Planning or his/her nominee - Other Planning Control Matters (xi)
	(New Delegation).
	“(xi) Authority to determine complaints under the control of High Hedges Regulations (made under part 8 of the Anti-Social Behaviour Act 2003) and related matters, unless a Member requests that the complaint be dealt with by the Planning and Transportation Regulatory Panel”.
	Request from Lead Member for Planning and Chairman of Planning and Transportation Regulatory Panel.

	110
	Scheme of Delegation J(c)(vii) - All Directors
	(New Delegation).
	“(vii) Authority, in consultation with the Head of Finance, to investigate discrepancies in the Council’s records of stock and to write these off as necessary”.
	Request from Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services

	110
	Scheme of Delegation J(c)(viii) - All Directors
	(New Delegation).
	“(viii) Authority, in consultation with the Head of Finance, to approve write-offs, or disposals, of redundant stock and equipment”.
	Request from Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services

	190
	Part 4, Section 7 - Contractual Standing Orders
	(New Addition).
	Number the existing “note” as (i), and add the following further note:

“(ii) Urban Vision Partnership Limited must comply with these Contractual Standing Orders when undertaking any activities on behalf of the Council and which are funded through managed budgets.  Such compliance will be in accordance with a protocol agreed between the Council and the Company”.
	In accordance with the report in respect of Urban Vision Partnership Limited approved by Council on 19th January, 2005.












APPENDIX 2A

1)
Authority to determine the following planning and related applications:

i)
The following major developments, provided the decision would accord with the City of Salford Unitary Development Plan and relevant Supplementary Planning Guidance and no objections have been received:

· The erection of not more than 50 dwellings or, where numbers are not specified, the site area is no greater than a half hectare.

· Other developments where the proposed floor space does not exceed 2,500 square metres or, where new floor space is not proposed, the site area is no greater than 1 hectare.

· Applications for minerals and waste development, only where the proposal relates to existing operational development.

ii)
All household, minor and other development, where the decision would be in line with the City of Salford Unitary Development Plan and relevant Supplementary Planning Guidance, unless objections are received from the occupiers of more than five dwellings or other premises, and the decision would be to grant planning permission.

iii)
All city council development and development on land under the ownership of the city council, unless an objection is received.

iv)
Refusal of planning permission in respect of any application whatsoever, on the grounds of insufficient or inadequate information.

Notwithstanding the general authority to determine applications in accordance with sub-paragraphs (i), (ii) or (iii) above, the Officers shall not determine planning and related applications in the following circumstances:

i)
In instances where any Member of the Council, or where a Community Committee, requests that an application be referred to the Planning and Transportation Regulatory Panel.

ii)
Where approval or refusal would conflict with a previous decision.

iii)
Where an associated decision of the Planning and Transportation Regulatory Panel is required, e.g. section 106 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 or section 278 of the Highways Act 1980.

iv)
Applications required to be referred to the Secretary of State.

v)
Any other applications which, in the opinion of the Director of Development Services, raise matters which ought to be considered by the Regulatory Panel.











APPENDIX 2B

1)
Authority to determine the following planning and related applications:

i)
The following major developments, provided the decision would accord with the City of Salford Unitary Development Plan and relevant Supplementary Planning Guidance:

· The erection of not more than 50 dwellings or, where numbers are not specified, the site area is no greater than 2 hectares.

· Other developments where the proposed floor space does not exceed 2,500 square metres or, where new floor space is not proposed, the site area is no greater than 2 hectares.

· Applications for minerals and waste development, only where the proposal relates to existing operational development.

ii)
All household, minor and other development, where the decision would be in line with the City of Salford Unitary Development Plan and relevant Supplementary Planning Guidance. 

iii)
All city council development and development on land under the ownership of the city council, unless an objection is received.

iv)
Refusal of planning permission in respect of any application whatsoever. 

Notwithstanding the general authority to determine applications in accordance with sub-paragraphs (i), (ii), (iii) or (iv) above, the Officers shall not determine planning and related applications in the following circumstances:

i)
Where objections have been received from the occupiers of more than 5 dwellings or other premises, unless the decision is to refuse planning permission.  (Note that a more restricted criterion applies in relation to category (iii) above).

ii)
In instances where any Member of the Council, or where a Community Committee, requests that an application be referred to the Planning and Transportation Regulatory Panel.

iii)
Where approval or refusal would conflict with a previous decision.

iv)
Where an associated decision of the Planning and Transportation Regulatory Panel is required, e.g. section 106 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 or section 278 of the Highways Act 1980.

v)
Applications required to be referred to the Secretary of State.

vi)
Any other applications which, in the opinion of the Strategic Director of Housing and Planning, raise matters which ought to be considered by the Regulatory Panel.
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