	
	PART I

(OPEN TO THE PUBLIC)
	ITEM NO.


	REPORT OF 

THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES

AND CITY SOLICITOR



	TO THE COUNCIL

ON

16th NOVEMBER, 2005



	TITLE :
TERM OF OFFICE OF INDEPENDENT MEMBERS OF THE



STANDARDES COMMITTEE








	RECOMMENDATIONS :

Members are asked to agree to this proposal in line with best practice for public appointments.



	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY :

The report seeks approval for a Term of Office of the Independent Members on the Standards Committee of four years, renewable for a further four years.



	BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS :



(available for public inspection)

The Commissioner for Public Appointments Code of Practice.



	ASSESSMENT OF RISK :


N/A



	SOURCES OF FUNDING :


N/A



	COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative)



	1. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS
	Provided by :
	Alan R. Eastwood

Deputy Director of Customer & Support


Services and City Solicitor

(Tel: No: (0161) 793 3000))








	2. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
	Provided by :
	

N/A

	PROPERTY (if applicable):


N/A



	HUMAN RESOURCES (if applicable):
N/A



	CONTACT OFFICER :
Alan R. Eastwood





Deputy Director of Customer & Support Services and





City Solicitor





(Tel: No: (0161) 793 3000))





	WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S) :
N/A



	KEY COUNCIL POLICIES :





The City Council aims to ensure adherence for Independent Members of the Standards Committee in line with Appointments to Public Bodies and best practice.

This represents effective governance of Independent Members and ensures the independence of these Members on a selection basis by interviewing to identify their abilities, experience and qualities, matching the need of the Standards Committee.




	DETAILS

Following the formation of the Standards Committee for Salford City Council, three Independent Members were sought by open advertisement, one of which takes the position as Chair of the Standards Committee as recommended by the Standards Board for England.  However, there is no statutory provision as to the Term of Office for Independent Members and to ensure that such term is brought in line with the guidance issued on Independent Members in Public Bodies, it is recommended to the City Council that an Independent Member should serve on the Standards Committee for an initial four year term, and then should re-apply for an additional four year term following an open advertisement which should not exceed eight years in total.

The benefits of undertaking an open advertisement after four years ensures that new blood and fresh ideas are introduced into the Standards Committee; and that the notion of “independence” is preserved.  However, this has to be balanced with the benefits of a re-appointment, which include : continuity; the retention of skills and experience.

Members are requested to approve these proposals.
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