PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

Questions From 
:
Harrop Fold Parents Action Group

To be answered by 
:
Councillor Mann (Lead Member for Education)

Harrop Fold High School, Hilton Lane, Walkden

Question One (Mrs. S. Jones)

Harrop Fold School following a recent OFSTED inspection has received a shocking and damning OFSTED report that any decent person would be appalled by.  As a consequence of this, the school has now been placed into Special Measures and faces closure if it does make rapid and significant improvement.  The report states that ‘few children have received the education to which they are entitled’ and that ‘at best, only 1 in 5 year 11 students have received their entitlement’ which equates to 80% of this years year 11 students not receiving the education they were entitled to in their final and most vital year.

The OFSTED inspectors have felt the need to point out that ‘they are still reeling from the effects of the amalgamation and the opening of the new school ‘.  This is 2 years since it took place.

Parents of the children at Harrop Fold School firmly believe that the strongly opposed amalgamation has caused the disastrous results of today that we as parents are now having to face.  During the amalgamation decision making process objectors and parents were promised that the standards of education would be maintained and would not be affected as so many had predicted.  We were also promised a school of excellence and instead we have been left with a failed school in Special Measures.  This we believe should never have been allowed to happen.

Harrop Fold Parents Action Group would now like to ask why this school has been allowed to decline, in the space of 2 years since the amalgamation, into such a disastrous state, why the many promises made prior to the amalgamation have not materialised and what are you going to about the damage already done to the education and possibly the future lives of our children, that no amount of future Action Plans could possibly ever compensate for.

It can only be the actions and decisions made by the people and organisations involved in all of this that has caused this school to fail.  It is only right and just that someone should be held accountable.  You cannot blame the children for this.

Therefore, the Harrop Fold Parent Action Group would like to request a public enquiry to establish why this has happened and who is responsible.  As parents, we are committed to fighting for our children to get them the education they are entitled to.  They are the young citizens of Salford and deserve a decent education now!

Question Two 

As stated in the first public notice issued by the S.O.C. dated18th January, 2001, Explanatory note 2, they have an anticipated date of September, 2003, where all the pupils of the new school will be accommodated on the Hilton Lane site formerly Joseph Eastham High School.

This is further reiterated in 2 other documents namely the School Organisation Committee’s responses to objections letter dated 16th May, 2001, and the decision letter dated 22nd May, 2001, which was also from the School Organisation Committee.

Children, parents and teachers at Harrop Fold School are suffering stress, confusion and damage to education standards due to the continuing 2 site system.

When will you bring this to an end and when will the 1300 pupils be accommodated on this one site and when will you provide our children with the education to which they are entitled?

Question Three

A decision was made by the School Organisation Committee on the 20th May, 2001, against the wishes of parents, children and teachers, based upon the proposals put forward by Salford L.E.A. to close 2 schools and create Harrop Fold School.  Within these proposals you were to - and I quote - ‘maintain the standards of education’.  This has not happened as the school has now been placed in Special Measures following an OFSTED inspection and damning report.  This now proves that the standard of education has not been maintained as promised.  How can the organisations concerned, namely yourselves, Salford L.E.A. and other bodies come to this decision and yet not monitor the progress of the new school and act on the results of that monitoring as they are legally obliged to do, as laid down in the official guidelines within the School Standards and Framework Act 1998.

You are now required to produce Action Plans within 40 days of publication of the OFSTED report (excluding school holidays) which we trust full copies of will be provided to all parents as soon as they are available.

What are you going to do for those pupils for whom your Action Plans are too late and whose education has already been damaged?
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