SALFORD CITY COUNCIL
21st January, 2004

Meeting commenced:
2.00 p.m.
"
ended:
4.35 p.m.
PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor James Hulmes) - in the Chair

Councillors Antrobus, Boyd, Broughton, E. Burgoyne, V. Burgoyne, Carson, Clague, Clarke, Connor, Cullen, Daniels, Dawson, Devine, Eglin, Fernandez, Garrido, Hincks, Hinds, Holt, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, Jolley, Jones, Kean, King, B.J. Lea, P. Lea, Mann, McIntyre, Memory, Merry, Miller, Morris, B.P. Murphy, J. Murphy, Owen, Payne, Perkins, Potter, Salmon, Sheehy, Slater, Smyth, Ullman, Upton, Warmisham, Warner, Wilson and Witkowski    
114.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Anderson-Brookes, Dobbs, Heywood, Lancaster, Leaston, Lightup, Pennington, Wallsworth and Wilkinson.

115.
MAYOR’S CITIZENS AWARD
The Mayor reported that the recipient of this month’s Mayor’s Citizens Award was Mr. Dennis Schofield for his work and exceptional services to the community.

Mr. Steven Pearson, in nominating Mr. Schofield, paid tribute to his dedication to his work with Deans Sports Football Club for the past 40 years.  Councillor Warner supported the nomination and praised the enthusiasm and hard work of Mr. Schofield.

The Mayor presented Mr. Schofield with his award and Mr. Schofield addressed the Council in expressing his thanks, and presented to the Mayor a Manchester United F.C., shirt signed by Ryan Giggs, to help raise money for the Mayor’s Charity.

116.
STANDARDS COMMITTEE - INTRODUCTION OF NEW INDEPENDENT MEMBERS
Mr. Alan Eastwood, Head of Law and Administration and Monitoring Officer, introduced to the Council Mr. Brian Dunn, newly elected Chair of the Standards Committee, Mr. Les Bottomley and Mrs. Jacqui Flynn, newly elected Independent Members of the Standards Committee.

Mr. Brian Dunn addressed the Council, and praised the work undertaken by the Standards Committee and the support given by Mr. Eastwood.  He encouraged all Members to attend any training sessions and indicated that he, as Chair, and the other Independent Members were available to offer support and advice, at any time.

Members welcomed the Independent Members and the work they would be undertaking.

117.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
The minutes of the meeting held on17th December, 2003, were signed by the Mayor as a correct record.

118.
PETITIONS/COMMUNICATIONS

No petitions/communications were received.

119.
LOCAL OMBUDSMAN’S REPORT - HOUSING ALLOCATION SERVICES TO


AN ADULT
The Monitoring Officer submitted a report (a) indicating that Mr. and Mrs. Scott (not their real name for legal reasons) had complained that, in 1998, the Council had failed to rehouse them in suitable property, had failed to adapt their home so that it was suitable for the needs of Mrs. Scott who was disabled and had many health problems; and had failed to carry out a proper assessment of their needs to provide them with a care plan; and (b) the Local Ombudsman had made a finding of maladministration causing injustice (with a remedy agreed by the Council to pay Mr. and Mrs. Scott a total of £1,250 compensation and to undertake a proper assessment of their care needs.)

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted; and that the Council agree to the actions to remedy the findings of maladministration causing injustice.

120.
PRECEPT PAYMENTS, 2004/05
Councillor Bill Hinds, Lead Member for Corporate Services, submitted a report (a) indicating that the Council was required to determine a schedule of instalments each year for the payments from the Collection Fund, and (b) proposing that payments for 2004/05 follow the same arrangements as those operated previously.


RESOLVED:
THAT the proposed dates for the payment of precepts in 2004/05 be confirmed.

121.
COUNCIL TAX - CALCULATION OF TAX BASE FOR TAX SETTING


PURPOSES, 2004/05
Councillor Bill Hinds, Lead Member for Corporate Services, submitted a report (a) advising Members of the calculation of the Council Tax Base for 2004/05, and (b) seeking approval for the consideration and adoption of the Council Tax Base, in future, to be delegated to the Lead Member for Corporate Services, following an enabling change in legislation.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the Council Tax Base of 62,024 band D dwellings for 2004/05 be formally adopted.



(2) THAT the Lead Member for Corporate Services be granted delegated authority to consider and adopt future Council Tax Bases.



(3) THAT future calculations of Tax Base for Tax Setting Purposes be reported in the first instance, to the Budget Scrutiny Committee and then to the Council for discussion.

122.
QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS REGARDING FUNCTIONS OF OTHER AUTHORITIES ETC.

(a)
Police
In response to a request from Councillor Karen Garrido that all Ward Councillors be kept advised of activities on presentations to be made associated with the Greater Manchester Police, having not had any prior notification of the award being made to St. Mark’s School recently, Councillor Peter Connor indicated that he would ensure, in future, that Ward Councillors were kept fully informed.


(b)
Waste Disposal
In response to a question from Councillor Norman Owen concerning the current position of the Waste Disposal Company and possible effect on jobs, Councillor John Merry assured Councillor Owen that the Council was taking this matter seriously and undertook to brief him on this.

123.
GENERAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS TO LEAD MEMBERS

(a)
Leader of the Council

(i)
In response to a question from Councillor Karen Garrido, Councillor John Merry, Leader of the Council, indicated that he would refer the Times newspaper article, concerning Declarations of Interest by Members of the Council in respect of planning applications, for consideration by the Standards Committee with a view to a report of the Monitoring Officer on this matter being submitted to the Council at a future meeting.


(ii)
In response to a question from Councillor Norman Owen, regarding the effects of the boundary changes on membership of Community Committees, Councillor John Merry clarified that there was no barrier for attendance at Committees, but that there would be a barrier on Chairmanship and voting rights, and he reported on the proposal to move to a system of more devolved management and budgeting.


(iii)
Councillor Karen Garrido referred to the press release concerning the Comprehensive Performance Assessment (CPA), and to the fact that she considered the response of the Council to be selective in the findings of the District Auditor.



Councillors John Merry and Bill Hinds responded outlining the Council’s current financial position and quoting from the District Auditor’s letter indicating that the Council had made substantial progress, was committed to delivering services and moving forward on behalf of the residents of Salford.



Councillor John Merry indicated that he had arranged for a seminar to be held for all Members on the Comprehensive Performance Assessment on the afternoon of 4th February, 2004.


(b)
Lead Member for Community and Social Services (Community Strategy; Asylum Seekers and Refugees)

Councillor Karen Garrido commended Councillor John Warmisham, Lead Member for Community and Social Services, and Mrs. Anne Williams, Director of Community and Social Services, for their work in dealing with the issue of ‘bed-blocking’ in Salford.  She acknowledged that this matter had been to the Budget Scrutiny Committee and asked whether it had been considered by the Health and Social Care Scrutiny Committee.


Councillor John Warmisham, in response, reported that there were currently no beds blocked in the city, praised the partnership working of staff in achieving this result in a difficult situation and indicated that the Health and Social Care Scrutiny were to consider this at their meeting in February, 2004.


Councillor Val Burgoyne invited all Members to attend the Health and Social Care Scrutiny Committee meeting should they so wish.


In response to a question from Councillor Norman Owen concerning the resourcing of this matter, Councillor John Warmisham agreed to let him have details.


(c)
Lead Member for Corporate Services

Councillor Bob Boyd referred to Record of Decision 1636 of 12th January, 2004, (Write off of irrecoverable Council Tax liabilities in the sum of £1.16M).  He indicated that he was aware that the Council had set up, on the advice of the District Auditor, a reserve against which write-offs could be made and that there was a backlog of irrecoverable arrears to write off, and asked what the age profile of the £1.16M reflected and for details on the current position concerning arrears.


Councillor Bill Hinds, Lead Member for Corporate Services, agreed to supply Councillor Bob Boyd with this information.


(d)
Lead Member for Development Services

(i)
Councillor Derek Antrobus, Lead Member for Development Services, advised Members of (a) Regional Planning Guidance Revisions in respect of which a seminar was to be arranged for all Members of the Council, and (b) the launch 



of the Action Irwell Mersey Basin Campaign Initiative, the aim of which was to improve the accessibility and cleanliness of the River Mersey and Cycleways.


(ii)
In response to a comment from Councillor Norman Owen that the repairs to the lighting on the Metrolink had still not commenced, Councillor Derek Antrobus asked Councillor Norman Owen to forward details to Development Services and urged him to attend future meetings of Development Services Members Hour where issues such as this could be dealt with and resolved.


(e)
Lead Member for Education

(i)
In response to a question from Councillor Tim Perkins regarding the availability of finance for Lightoaks Junior and Infant School to fund security measures, Councillor Keith Mann, Lead Member for Education, reported on the availability of funds for schools and agreed to investigate this matter and respond to Councillor Perkins.


(ii)
In response to a question from Councillor Karen Garrido concerning secondary school league tables, Councillor Keith Mann reported on the results which he indicated showed some of the best results for Salford whilst acknowledging that the rate of improvement was not as good as some geographical neighbours.  He reported on new staffing arrangements proposed for the School Improvement Service, and on plans to maintain and continue to increase improvements in schools.


(f)
Lead Member for Environmental Services (Youth)

In response to a comment from Councillor Norman Owen concerning an article in the Advertiser on a visit by the Shadow Minister regarding fly-tipping, Councillor Maureen Lea, Lead Member for Environmental Services (Youth) invited all Members to attend Environmental Services Hour to raise issues such as this, and stressed the Council’s commitment to make the city a cleaner and greener place in which to live.

124.
ISSUES FOR THE CHAIRS OF SCRUTINY COMMITTEES

(i)
In response to a question from Councillor Bob Boyd, Councillor Val Burgoyne, Chair of the Health and Social Care Scrutiny Committee, reported that the Scrutiny Committee had reached its conclusion regarding Foundation Hospitals, and that a report would be submitted to Cabinet and then at the February Council meeting.


(ii)
Councillor Karen Garrido expressed her thanks to Councillor Tony Ullman, Chair of the Economic and Community Safety Scrutiny Committee, and Councillor Roger Lightup, Chair of the Environmental Scrutiny Committee, for the manner in which recent meetings of those Committees were conducted in considering priorities on Crime and Disorder and United Utilities Service Plan, respectively.

125.
APPOINTMENT OF INDEPENDENT MEMBERS - NEW PROSPECT


HOUSING LIMITED


RESOLVED:
THAT the following nominations for Independent Members to serve on New Prospect Housing Limited Local Boards be confirmed.


Salford North Local Board
- Andrea Campbell.


Swinton Local Board 
- Peter Clayton






- Anne Cosgrove






- Joe O’Neil

126.
APPOINTMENT OF A REPRESENTATIVE TO SERVE ON BOOTHS CHARITIES

RESOLVED:
THAT Councillor Alan Clague be appointed as a representative of the Council to serve on Booths Charities for the period up to 24th December, 2007.

127.
AMENDMENTS TO THE COUNCIL CONSTITUTION

RESOLVED:
THAT the amendments to the Council Constitution, as contained in the report now submitted, be approved.

128.
NOTICE OF MOTION
A Notice of Motion was moved by Councillor Norman Owen and seconded by Councillor Bob Boyd, as follows:-


‘This Council:


(1)
Notes the very recent revision of the Government’s proposed rules about student grants, fees, debts and repayment arrangements;


(2) 
Requires further clarification on the impact on Salford’s people, especially in regard to -



(a)
the effect on the least advantaged in Salford and the social inclusion agenda;



(b)
the effect on middle income but not “rich” people in Salford who have a high propensity to seek access to Higher Education;



(c)
the overall prospective effect on the proportion of people in Salford who attain education of Diploma or higher standard (a key census statistic);



(d)
the effect on the prospect of economic development and associated social development of our people in Salford; and



(e)
the effect on our own Salford University, bearing in mind the issues of variable top-up fees; local high-quality employment opportunities and local economic development.


(3)
Is opposed to the proposals of Her Majesty’s Government in their newly adumbrated forum; and


(4)
Urges the City’s MPs to vote in Parliament having taken into account the matters raised in debate on this motion.’


AMENDMENT MOVED AND SECONDED


An Amendment to the Notice of Motion was proposed by the Leader of the Council, Councillor John Merry and seconded by Councillor Keith Mann, as follows:-


‘This Council notes the Government proposals on Tuition Fees.  It acknowledges the difficult issues that this Government, in common with many European countries, faces in attempting to expand higher education.


It welcomes a number of the proposals that the Government has put forward which improves the position of students from the most deprived backgrounds.


In particular, it welcomes the scrapping of the requirement to pay tuition fees up front and the reintroduction of the grant.  Whilst recognising that some contribution from students is inevitable it believes that it should be paid for out of future earnings and be related to the students ability to pay.  It does not believe that different Higher Education institutions should charge differential fees.’


Following a detailed debate, the Mayor put the amendment to the meeting as the substantive motion, which he declared carried and it was resolved accordingly.

129.
EUROPEAN AND LOCAL ELECTIONS 2004

Councillor John Merry, Leader of the Council, reported that the Government had recently announced an all postal ballot pilot scheme for the North West of England.
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