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                                                                                                6TH April 2005

FIRE DEATHS REDUCED AGAIN
The number of accidental fire deaths in the home, in Greater Manchester, has fallen by 16% compared with last year’s figures and continues a downward trend in recent years.
Between April 1st 2004 and March 31st 2005, 16 people died as result of an accidental fire in their home, compared with 19 in 03/04. (figures by Met. Borough below)
County Fire Officer Barry Dixon said “ Although I am pleased to see that fire deaths in Greater Manchester continue to be on the decline, there were still 16 deaths too many last year. In line with our commitment to community safety initiatives we will study the causes of these incidents and continue to develop targeted campaigns to help us achieve our ultimate aim, which is zero fire deaths.”

Mr Dixon went on to give more words of warning,

“Despite repeated safety messages, smoking materials and chip pans remain the most common cause of fatal fires. In addition a working smoke alarm was present in only 5 out of the 16 cases (31%). Smoke alarms save lives and I have no doubt that some of these people would still be alive today if there had been one in their home.”
· Carelessly discarded smoking materials caused 9 (56%) of the 16 fatal fires

· Chip Pan fires caused 4 (25%)

The fire service has issued the following advice following these findings.

· Never smoke in the home late at night especially if you have been drinking alcohol.

· If you do have a cigarette make sure it is properly stubbed out in a ceramic or metal ashtray.

· Never leave a chip pan unattended.

· If you are unlucky enough to have a chip pan fire, close the door on the fire, get out of the house, dial 999 and stay out. 
· Get a deep fat fryer instead of a chip pan; they have a thermostat which controls the temperature of the oil.

· Make sure you have at least one smoke alarm per floor level in your home.

	BOROUGH
	Number of  accidental fire deaths in the home

	BOLTON
	2

	BURY
	3

	MANCHESTER
	5

	OLDHAM
	1

	ROCHDALE
	0

	SALFORD
	2

	STOCKPORT
	0

	TAMESIDE
	0

	TRAFFORD
	2

	WIGAN
	1


                                                     Editor’s Note.

Anyone having concerns about fire safety in their home can arrange for a free home fire safety risk assessment on 0800 555 815.

Contact Ian Bailey on 0161 608 4091 for further details.







