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	REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND

SUPPORT SERVICES



	TO THE COUNCIL


ON 18TH MAY, 2005 



	TITLE:
JOINT HEALTH SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 



	RECOMMENDATIONS:

1.
That the proposed terms of reference for the Joint Health Scrutiny Committee to be established to respond to a statutory consultation by the NHS in Greater Manchester, East Cheshire, High Peak and Rossendale on the future of Children’s, Neonatal and Maternity Services, be approved in so far as this Council are concerned.

2.
That a Member of the Council be nominated to sit on the Joint Committee.

3.
That Council agree to the waiving of the need for the Joint Committee to be politically balanced.



	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

This report contains details of proposed arrangements for a Joint Health Scrutiny Committee.



	BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

(Available for public inspection)

E-mail correspondence relating to the proposed Committee.



	CONTACT OFFICER:
Graham Chinn. 
TEL. NO. 
793 3003
 



	WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): 
All



	KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
Health Issues, Strategy for Children and Young


People 



	DETAILS:


1.
In December, 2004, Council approved a report in respect of arrangements for the Greater Manchester Health Scrutiny Panel.  The report mentioned that a Joint Committee would also need to be formed to respond to a forthcoming consultation by the NHS on revisions to Children’s Services within an area larger than Greater Manchester.  This report contains the proposals for that Joint Committee.

2.
The NHS has for some time been preparing for a large scale public consultation on the future of children’s, neonatal and maternity services delivered sub-regionally.  This work has been led by the Children and Young People’s Network for Greater Manchester, East Cheshire and the High Peak, although the consultation itself will be carried out formally by a joint committee of PCTs from across the sub-region. The standing Greater Manchester Joint Health Scrutiny Panel has been heavily involved in this work, receiving a number of presentations and reports from clinicians and NHS managers alike and producing a report detailing its comments and considerations on the early preparation work that has been done.

3.
When proposing changes of this scale, the NHS is obliged not only to consult publicly, but also with the relevant local authority health overview and scrutiny committee, in accordance with the requirements set out in the Health and Social Care Act 2001.  Where the consultation covers services across a geographical area that is larger than any one local authority area, those local authorities affected are required under the Direction of the Secretary of State to form and delegate health scrutiny powers and duties to a joint health overview and scrutiny committee, which becomes the statutory consultee for the NHS.

4.
This particular consultation will require the establishment of a new joint health scrutiny committee, that not only includes members of Greater Manchester Metropolitan Borough Councils but also members of Cheshire, Lancashire and Derbyshire County Councils.  This is due to the fact that some Greater Manchester NHS Trusts (whose services are the focus of the consultation) deliver children’s, neonatal and maternity services to patients outside the boundaries of Greater Manchester local authorities, in particular to patients from East Cheshire, Rossendale and the High Peak area of Derbyshire.  In addition, services delivered by East Cheshire NHS Trust (based at Macclesfield Hospital) are included in the consultation.

5.
The proposed terms of reference of the new joint health scrutiny committee are attached at Appendix A.  

6.
Membership of joint health scrutiny committees has often presented difficulties in terms of trying to gain political and geographical balance across participating authorities.  Whilst normally all committees on which elected members sit are required to be political balanced, the Local Government and Housing Act 1989 does allow cross-boundary committees not to be, if all participating Councils agree to this.  This requires each Council to agree, without any of its members voting against, that this can be so.



	7.
Securing political balance across this new joint health scrutiny committee, whilst at the same time ensuring that each participating Council has the same number of nominations is an almost impossible task, if the overall size of the committee is to be kept within reason.

8.
For this reason, the Councils that will make nominations to the joint committee are being asked to formally agree that, for this committee, political balance requirements can be waived under S.17 of the Local Government and Housing Act 1989.














APPENDIX A
NHS CONSULTATION ON CHILDREN’S, NEONATAL AND MATERNITY SERVICES IN GREATER MANCHESTER, EAST CHESHIRE, HIGH PEAK AND ROSSENDALE

GREATER MANCHESTER, CHESHIRE, DERBYSHIRE AND LANCASHIRE JOINT HEALTH SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

TERMS OF REFERENCE
This Committee is constituted in accordance with sections 7 and 8 of the Health and Social Care Act 2001 and associated regulations and guidance to act as the statutory consultee for the NHS consultation on the future of children’s, neonatal and maternity services across the geographical area covered by the Greater Manchester local authorities and parts of Cheshire, Derbyshire and Lancashire County Councils.  It is constituted for a limited time period, ending when the NHS formally reports its decision on the consultation outcome to the Committee, unless the Committee wishes to refer the service reconfiguration to the Secretary of State, in which case it will remain constituted until such a time as the matter is brought to a close.

Its terms of reference are:

1. To undertake the functions of a statutory joint health overview and scrutiny committee in accordance with sections 7 and 8 of the Health and Social Care Act 2001 and associated regulations and guidance.
2. To consider and respond to NHS proposals for the re-configuration of children’s, neonatal and maternity services across Greater Manchester, East Cheshire, High Peak and Rossendale.

MEMBERSHIP

Membership of the Committee will be one named Member from each of the following local authorities:

Bolton Metropolitan Borough Council;
Bury Metropolitan Borough Council;

Manchester City Council;
Oldham Metropolitan Borough Council;
Rochdale Metropolitan Borough Council;
Salford City Council;
Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council;
Tameside Metropolitan Borough Council;
Trafford Metropolitan Borough Council;
Wigan Metropolitan Borough Council;
Cheshire County Council;

Derbyshire County Council;
Lancashire County Council;

those local authorities having agreed to waive the requirement for political balance under the conditions set out in section 17 of the Local Government and Housing Act 1989.
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