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	ITEM NO.


REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION AND LEISURE

To the Council

Wednesday 18th August , 2004

TITLE: Urgent Decision : making an  exception to Standing Orders to allow a tender to be acquired from a company already on the official accredited providers list prepared by the DfES and BECTA . 

RECOMMENDATION:
That the report be noted

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
The Leader of the Council has agreed that Lead Member Decision No. 2212 (making an   exception to Standing Orders to allow a tender to be acquired from a company already on the official accredited providers list prepared by the DfES and BECTA) shall be treated as a matter of urgency; and, as such, not be subject to call-in.

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:
Lead Member Decision No. 2212

ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Low


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING for this initiative is Standards Fund, which is 100% DfES funded. – there is no cost to the City of Salford.

LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
Yes

FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
Yes 

CONTACT OFFICER:
Tony Ryan  

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATES:
ALL 

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
Promotion of Lifelong Learning, supporting  City Council Pledge Three and Education and Leisure Directorate Objective One

DETAILS:
Pursuant to Section 9(5.1) of Part 4 of the Council Constitution, the Leader of the Council has agreed that the decision to make an exception to Standing Orders to allow a tender to be acquired from a company already on the official accredited providers list prepared by the DfES and BECTA was reasonable in the circumstances and should be treated as a matter of urgency. The decision, therefore, was not subject to call-in.  . The tender amounted to £152, 000 and was negotiated with R M (Research Machines) for the installation in Salford classrooms of 67 complete interactive whiteboard systems with digital projectors, audio amplifiers and wall-mounted speakers.

The reasons for urgency were: 

1. The product which was to be purchased had already been the subject of a national tendering process carried out by the DfES and BECTA . This was done to allow LEAs to place best value assured orders with approved suppliers quickly and efficiently on behalf of schools. RM was one of these suppliers.

2. There was a need to place the order for these systems fairly quickly. As this was a national initiative and all LEAs were ordering many systems for their schools from approved suppliers and expecting installation as soon as possible in the autumn term, to achieve the best potential impact on learning. RM had indicated that they would be able to plan early fulfilment if they received a confirmed order by the end of the school term. Orders placed later in the summer would, therefore, have had little realistic chance of being fulfilled by approved suppliers before the end of the autumn term, given the heavy national demand on installation engineers’ time.

 .

The Council Constitution requires this matter to be reported to the next available meeting of the Council.
