	
	PART I

(OPEN TO THE PUBLIC)
	ITEM NO.


	REPORT OF THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE



	TO THE COUNCIL

ON 21st SEPTEMBER, 2005



	TITLE :
       ANNUAL REPORT OF THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE





	RECOMMENDATIONS :

THAT Council note the report.



	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY :

This report sets out the work undertaken by the Standards Committee during 2003/4/5.



	BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS :



(available for public inspection)

Previous report to Council, 17th September, 2003.



	ASSESSMENT OF RISK :


NONE



	SOURCES OF FUNDING :


NOT APPLICABLE



	COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative)



	1. 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS
	Provided by :
	Alan R. Eastwood

Monitoring Officer

 (Tel: No: (0161) 793 3000))

	2. 
FINANCIAL 
IMPLICATIONS
	Provided by :
	Not applicable

	PROPERTY (if applicable):



	HUMAN RESOURCES (if applicable):




	CONTACT OFFICER :
Alan R. Eastwood





Deputy Director of Customer & Support Services and





City Solicitor





(Tel: No: (0161) 793 3000))





	WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S) :
ALL



	KEY COUNCIL POLICIES :



ALL




	DETAILS



	Membership of the Standards Committee :

	

	Chair
	Mr. B. Dunn



	Members
	Councillor Eric Burgoyne

Councillor Joe Murphy

Councillor Norman Owen

Councillor Karen Garrido

Councillor W. Pennington



	Independent Members
	Mr. Brian Dunn (Chair)

Ms. Jackie Flynn

Mr. Les Bottomley



	Members are aware of the role of the Standards Committee.  It ensures adherence to the National Code of Conduct for Members.  It provides advice to the Council and Councillors on the Code and compliance with it; training of Members; and is also the link between the City Council, the Standards Board for England, and the Monitoring Officer.

	

	It has also, during the past year, taken on responsibilities for local investigations and determinations.  

	

	The following are the key actions the Committee has undertaken since the last Annual Report in September of 2003 :

	

	September, 2003

	

	Appointment of Brian Dunn as Chairman following the resignation of David Compston.

	

	December, 2003

	

	· Appointment of Les Bottomley and Jackie Flynn as Independent Members of the Committee.

	· Endorsement of proposed reciprocal arrangements with other Greater Manchester Local Authorities for the provision of Monitoring Officer support in appropriate cases concerning local determination of alleged breaches and investigations of the Code of Conduct.

	· Approval to the scope of the Annual Budget of £10,000 granted to the Monitoring Officer, being extended to cover the cost of, if deemed appropriate, any private investigation of cases involving alleged breaches of the Members’ Code of Conduct.

	· Adoption of guidance produced by the Standards Board for England of the Local Authorities’ (Code of Conduct) (Local Determinations) Regulations 2003, including procedural information for Standards Committees and Monitoring Officers on how to hold hearings considering alleged breaches of the Code.  In adopting the guidance, approval was also given to any hearings to consider alleged breaches of the Code being undertaken via a special meeting of the Committee at which no more than five Members were present, with its composition fully reflecting the membership of the Committee as a whole.

	

	March, 2004

	

	· Response made by Monitoring Officer on behalf of the Committee with regard to two separate consultation documents on the proposed Local Authorities (Code of Conduct) (Local Determinations) (Amendment) Regulations 2004, submitted by the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister and the Standards Board for England, respectively.

	

	September, 2004

	

	· Appointment of Councillors Eric Burgoyne, Joe Murphy and Norman Owen, replacing Councillors Derek Antrobus, Alice Smyth and Bob Boyd, respectively, confirmed.

	· Noting of response received from the Standards Board for England with regard to three separate alleged breaches of the Members’ Code of Conduct, which had been forwarded to them for consideration.

	

	March, 2005

	

	· Appointment of Mr. Les Bottomley and Councillor Karen Garrido to attend the Standards Board for England Roadshow to be held in Manchester on 24th May, 2005.

· Appointment of Mr. Brian Dunn and Mr. Les Bottomley to attend the 4th Annual  Assembly of Standards Committees to be held in Birmingham between 5th and 6th September, 2005.

· Noting of response received from the Standards Boards of England with regard to three separate alleged breaches of the Members’ Code of Conduct, which had been forwarded to them for consideration.

· Training event for all Members of the City Council with regard to the Standards in Public Life Codes of Conduct held on 11th March, 2005.
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