SALFORD CITY COUNCIL - RECORD OF DECISION (CABINET)
I, Councillor Mann, Lead Member for Education, confirm that, in exercise of the powers conferred on it in accordance with the Scheme of Delegation of the Council, the Cabinet has passed the following resolutions:-

(1) THAT approval be given to commence the statutory process to close Radclyffe and St. 

Clements (CE) primary schools and establish a new 315 place community school on the Tamworth Jennings site.

(2) THAT approval be given to commence the statutory process to close Alder Park primary 

school and enlarge Westwood Park primary school to cater for 420 pupils.

(3) THAT the decision of the schools adjudicator regarding the rationalisation measures 

contained in the last Primary Review Report be noted; and that approval be given to the commencement of works.

(4) THAT approval be given to the proposed membership of the partnership groups to 

develop proposals for the Kersal, Broughton, Blackfriars and Weaste, Seedley, Langworthy, Ordsall review areas.

(5) THAT the satisfactory progress made on the removal of primary surplus places as set out 

in the recent LEA OFSTED report be noted; and that officers be requested to continue to monitor and recommend action, in line with the School Organisation Plan trigger points, with Diocesan Authorities being urged to do the same.

(6) THAT, subject to the determination of the Council’s overall capital programme for 

2004/05; approval be given to the schemes and budgeted costs included at Appendix 2, to carry out the necessary capital works to enable recommendations to be effected.



The reasons are: As provided in the Ofsted Judgement Recording Statements (JRS) criteria, the recommended level of surplus places is less than 10% surplus overall, no schools at all with greater than 25% surplus places and no schools overcrowded by more than 10%.

Options considered and rejected:  The Primary Review process has now been ongoing since the initial report in January 2002. Since that time the following actions have been undertaken.

●
Detailed preparation work to bring about the closure of several primary schools.

●
Intensive work with schools on the DfES Net Capacity re-measure, resulting in a set of admission number reductions that have been agreed by the Schools Adjudicator. These proposals sit alongside space reduction/improvement measures for the schools. 

●
Substantial engagement with schools regarding school-funded buildings works, to ensure that works take account of the need to avoid the creation of, or to remove, existing surplus places. 

●
Partnership with other organisations in Salford such as Sure Start, or other parts of the Council, to use school accommodation for their purposes, where it is suitable and fits with the strategic planning for the school and the services.

Assessment of Risk:

BVPI 34(a) takes account of the percentage of primary schools with 25% or more surplus places (and at least 30 unfilled places).  For each school, which falls into this category, the Council’s score is affected under the cost-effectiveness section of the Local Public Service Agreement.

Where there are a large number of surplus places in schools there can be high levels of variation in school’s annual intake numbers from year to year. This makes the school’s financial position volatile and planning for sustainable school staff structures etc., is compromised. There are adverse affects on recruitment and retention of teaching staff. Overall this situation is detrimental to the education of the children.

Source of Funding: Normal local budget allocations (including schools’ Devolved Formula Capital and other sources) and DfES allocated Supplementary /Credit Approvals (SCA’s).

Legal Advice Obtained: School Organisation Committee processes, Admission Arrangements new processes; Office of the Schools’ Adjudicator, Developed with Corporate Services Law and Administration Section.  

Financial Advice Obtained: Developed with Corporate Service inputs.

The following documents have been used to assist the decision process.

Report to Cabinet meeting on 11th February, 2004 “Progress on the Primary School Review”.

Contact Officer:   Kathryn Mildenstein

                 Tel. No. 0161 778 042


The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the Life Long Learning and

Leisure Scrutiny Committee

Signed  K. Mann

Dated 11th February, 2004


____________________________________________________________________________________

This decision was published on 23rd February, 2003

This decision will come into force on 2nd March, 2004, unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules
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