Salford City Council - Record of Decision (CABINET)

I, Councillor Hinds, Lead Member for Customer and Support Services, confirm that, in exercise of the powers conferred on it in accordance with the Scheme of Delegation of the Council, the Cabinet has declared a break even position on the Collection Fund as at 31st March, 2005, in line with the target set in the 5 year plan designed to eliminate the overall estimated shortfall on the fund.

The reasons are that the Collection Fund regulations require a local authority to estimate the balance on its Collection Fund as at 31st March each year and to notify each precepting authority by 15th January. Any such balance is to be distributed to/borne by the City Council and the G.M. Police and Fire and Civil Defence Authorities in proportion to the value of their respective demand and precept.
The overall position on the fund has improved considerably from the £0.953m deficit reported at this time last year. The collection performance is now in line with the revised budget requirement that provides for a 97.59% collection rate and it is considered prudent to reflect that in the declaration.

Options considered and rejected were various other estimate calculations based on a varying level of collection performance.

Assessment of Risk: Low.

The source of funding: The break even position would ensure that there is no collection required via the Council Tax levy or from the precepting authorities in 2005/06.

Legal advice obtained: Not applicable.

Financial advice obtained from the Corporate Services Group Accountant in the Finance Division of the Customer and Support Services Directorate.

The following documents have been used to assist the decision process.

Report to Customer and Support Services Lead Member Briefing 22nd November 2004 & Cabinet 14th December 2004

Contact Officer: Phil Prady 


Tel No 793 3245

	The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the Customer and Support Services Scrutiny Committee.


Signed:  B. Hinds
Dated: 14th December, 2004

This decision was published on 14th December, 2004.
This decision will come in force on 22nd December, 2004 unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules.

