SALFORD CITY COUNCIL - RECORD OF DECISION
I, John Warmisham, Lead Member for Children’s Services, in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph J (a) (v) of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council do hereby approve the Adoption Service Statement of Purpose 2008.  

The reasons are:

· The Local Authority Adoption Service (England) Regulations 2003 and the National Minimum Standards for Adoption Services require each local authority Adoption Service to have a written Statement of Purpose, formally approved by elected members.

· The Local Authority Adoption Service (England) Regulations 2003 require the Statement of Purpose to include:

· The aims and objectives of the local authority in relation to the adoption service

· The name and address of the manager

· The relevant qualifications and experience of the manager

· The number, relevant qualifications and experience of staff employed by the local authority for the purposes of the adoption service

· The organisational structure of the adoption service

· The system in place to monitor and evaluate the provision of services to ensure that services provided by the adoption service are effective and the quality of those services is of an appropriate standard

· The procedures for recruiting, preparing, assessing, approving and supporting prospective adopters

· A summary of the complaints procedure established in accordance with section 26(3) of the Children Act 1989

· The address and telephone number of OFSTED as the regulating body.

· The National Minimum Standards for Adoption Services require that:

· “there is a clear written statement of the aims and objectives of the adoption agency which describes accurately what facilities and services they provide”

· The Statement of Purpose must be reviewed regularly. Changes have been made in the light of new adoption legislation and practice developments. The Statement of Purpose must be made available to all parties who make use of the Adoption Service and to staff working within it as well as to OFSTED. A link is also provided on the Salford City Council website so the document is publicly available. 
· I am satisfied that the document produced covers all the requirements of both Local Authority Adoption Service (England) Regulations 2003 and the National Minimum Standards for Adoption Services. 

Options considered and rejected were NA

The source of funding is NA

Assessment of Risk

The Statement of Purpose is a legal requirement. Failure to have one could result in the adoption service of the Local Authority being prohibited from functioning. 

Legal advice obtained from NA

Financial advice obtained from NA

The following documents have been used to assist the decision process.  

· The Local Authority Adoption Service (England) Regulations 2003

· The National Minimum Standards for Adoption Services

· Adoption Service Statement of Purpose 2008
Contact Officer
Carolyn Williams, Head of Service, Looked After Children 
Tel. No. 

603 4300

	*
This decision is not subject to consideration by another Lead Member/Director
	√

	

	

	
	

	*
The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the  Children’s Services Scrutiny Committee.


Signed __J D Warmisham______

Dated _18th April, 2008____

 Lead Member
_____________________________________________________________________________

FOR COMMITTEE SERVICES USE ONLY.

*
This decision was published on …18th April, 2008…………..

*
This decision will come into force on …28th April, 2008…….,


unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules

