Salford City Council - Record of Decision

I Councillor Warmisham, Lead Member for Children’s Services, in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph J(a)(v), of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council do hereby approve -

1)
THAT the Youth Offending be relocated to the former Blackfriars Housing 
Offices on St. Simon Street.

2) 
THAT this issue be referred to the meeting of the Children, Young People 
and Families Scrutiny Committee on 8 July, 2009.

3) 
THAT arrangements be made to invite all individuals invited to attend this 
meeting, to be invited to attend the meeting of the Children, Young People 
and Families 
Scrutiny Committee to be held on 8 July, 2009.

4)
THAT the recommendation as detailed in the report now submitted “That a 
contribution of £155,000 towards the funding required for the refurbishment 
and construction of the extension should be made available from the 
Children’s services Directorate budget, coming form funding that is currently 
held in balances in the YOS budget” be deferred for a period of six months. 

The minutes from the meeting of the Lead Member Briefing at which this issue was considered are attached.
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The Reasons are to facilitate a more efficient and effective service.

Options considered and rejected were not to relocate to the former Blackfriars Housing Offices on St. Simon Street.

Assessment of Risk - High (If not approved the YOS will continue to operate from a property that is not fit for purpose and not DDA compliant and is considered to be an unsafe working environment for staff.)

The source of funding is Youth Offending Service Budget.

Legal Advice obtained N/A

Financial Advice obtained N. Summersfield (Accountant - Children’s Services).

The following documents have been used to assist the decision process.

(if the documents disclose exempt or confidential information, they should not be listed, but the following wording shall be inserted : "(The relevant documents contain exempt or confidential information and are not available for public inspection)":-


Relocation of Salford Youth Offending Service Report dated 27.3.09

Contact Officer:  Lesley Craven

Tel No 0161 778 0133 

pto

	*
This decision is not subject to consideration by another Lead Member
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Signed:   
JD Warmisham     

Dated: 29 June, 2009


Lead Member
*
This decision was published on 30 June, 2009.

*
This decision will be considered at the meeting of the Children, Young People and Families Scrutiny Committee on 8 July, 2009.
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DRAFT


CHILDREN’S SERVICES LEAD MEMBER BRIEFING



29 June, 2009



Meeting commenced:
8.30 a.m.



“                 ended:
9.07 a.m.


PRESENT:
Councillor Warmisham (Lead Member for Children’s Services - in the Chair)


OTHER ATTENDEES:




Councillor Lynn Drake




Lisa Stone




Steve Williams




Paul Brodie


OFFICERS:
Jill Baker

-
Strategic Director of Children’s Services




Lesley Craven
-
Interim Assistant Director (Transition)




Mike McHugh
-
Senior Democratic Services Officer


1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS


Councillor Warmisham welcomed the members of the public to the meeting and provided details of the procedure which would be followed in respect of the report relating to proposals for the relocation of the Salford Youth Offending Service.


2. RELOCATION OF SALFORD YOUTH OFFENDING SERVICE


Jill Baker submitted a report outlining proposals for the re-location of the Youth Offending Service from its current premises in Encombe Place to the proposed new site at the former Blackfriars Housing Offices on St. Simon Street, in the Irwell Riverside Ward.

She indicated that, at the previous meetings of the Children’s Services Lead Member Briefing at which the issue had been considered, it was felt that two main issues of opposition had been raised -


-
that the re-location of the Youth Offending Service would result in increased levels of crime in the vicinity of the former Blackfriars Housing Offices on St. Simon Street   


-
that there had been a request for additional community resources within the area.


Paul Brodie indicated that, in addition to the two main issues of opposition, highlighted by Jill Baker, a number of other issues had been raised at the previous meetings of the Children’s Services Lead Member Briefing at which the item had been considered, including -


i)
the lack of consultation with members of the local community in respect of the proposals for the re-location of the Youth Offending Service


ii)
requests for the undertaking of impact assessments relating to the proposals for the re-location of the Youth Offending Service


iii)
access to the new facility by members of the local community


It was noted that the report included three proposals for consideration by the Lead Member for Children’s Services -


a) That the YOS should re-locate from Encombe Place to premises on St Simon Street.


b) That a contribution of £155,000 towards the funding required for the refurbishment and construction of the extension should be made available from the Children’s services Directorate budget, coming from funding that is currently held in balances in the YOS budget.


c) Due to the sensitivity surrounding the proposed relocation of YOS to Blackfriars Housing Office, the report be submitted to Children, Young People and Families Scrutiny Committee on the 8 July 2009.


Councillor Warmisham indicated that he, and the Deputy Leader of the Council, had attended a meeting with residents during the week commencing 22 June, 2009, at which the possibility of deferring a decision on the ‘construction of an extension’ element of the proposals had been considered.


Jill Baker indicated (a) that the report which was now being considered had been written and published prior to the meeting mentioned above, and (b) that the three proposals had been included in the report in order to continue the process of consultation with members of the local community. She indicated that, if the ‘construction of an extension’ element had not been included, then a Lead Member decision would not have be needed, as it was the funding issue, which made the issue a Lead Member decision.  


She indicated that without the funding issue, normally, the decision to move the service would have been one for the Strategic Director to take as a procedural matter, without the need for a public meeting or the publication of a Decision Notice.


Discussion took place in respect of a number of issues, including -


· Clarification of the work being undertaken by the Youth Offending Service with Age Concern.


A request was made for ‘evidence’ to be provided in respect of this issue, including details of any consultation which had been undertaken with older people from the area. 


· The use of the building on St Simon Street to provide facilities for use by the Greater Manchester Police. 


A request was made for clarification of how the Greater Manchester Police would be making use of the facility and any cost implications.


· Confirmation of the current work of an officer from the Greater Manchester Police within the Youth Offending Service.


It was noted that the detail of the use of the facilities at St Simon Street by the Greater Manchester Police would be ‘in addition to and separate from’ the officer who already worked with the Youth Offending Service.


· A discussion on the wards affected by the implementation of the decision, as detailed in the report.


It was noted that previous reports had highlighted that ‘All Wards’ would be impacted upon by the approval of the decision, however, the report which was now being considered highlighted that only the ‘Irwell Riverside Ward’ would be impacted upon by the approval of the decision.


· A request for details of the HMI Probation Inspection.


It was noted that the HMI Probation Inspection report would be available via the website of the HMI Probation at inspectorates.homeoffice.gov.uk/hmiprobation

It was also noted that an OFSTED Inspection of the Youth Offending Service had recently been carried out.


· A request that Urban Vision confirm that alternative premises for the relocation of the Youth Offending Service were still being examined.


It was noted that confirmation of this information would be provided.


· A request was made for evidence to be presented of assessment impacts which had been raised by members of the local community in respect of the proposals to relocate the Youth Offending Service.


· Discussions relating to the impact on the Youth Offending Service, should it be split over two sites for the period of six months if a decision relating to the building extension was to be deferred. 


Members of the local community raised issues of whether the new building on St Simon Street was fit for purpose if it required an extension to accommodate the whole of the Youth Offending Service.


· The process to be followed, should the Children Young People and Families Scrutiny Committee decide to refer the issue to Council.


It was noted that the Leader of the Council had indicated that, if the issue was referred to Council, he would grant an exemption on this occasion relating to timing required for the submission of correspondence to Council, which was usually 12 days, as detailed in the Council Constitution.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the Youth Offending be relocated to the former Blackfriars Housing Offices on St. Simon Street.




(2) THAT this issue be referred to the meeting of the Children, Young People and Families Scrutiny Committee on 8 July, 2009.


(3) THAT arrangements be made to invite all individuals invited to attend this meeting, to be invited to attend the meeting of the Children, Young People and Families Scrutiny Committee to be held on 8 July, 2009.




(4) THAT the recommendation “That a contribution of £155,000 towards the funding required for the refurbishment and construction of the extension should be made available from the Children’s services Directorate budget, coming form funding that is currently held in balances in the YOS budget” be deferred for a period of six months. 
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