Salford City Council - Record of Decision

I Councillor Peter Connor ,

 Lead Member for Housing Services,

in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph F 6 (a) (ii), of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council do hereby approve
1.
That lead Member amends the City of Salford Private Sector Housing Renewal Policy 2003 by approving a the use of Equity Release Loans and Temporary Decanting of residents, and amending the provisions relating to Relocation Grants;
2.
That Lead Member gives approval to use this immediately to facilitate rehousing any remaining owner-occupiers in confirmed CPO areas that are eligible to receive assistance;
3.
That Lead Member gives approval to start the process to take possession of the remaining properties within the confirmed CPO areas by starting the General Vesting Declaration process; and
4.
That Lead Member gives approval to carry out small scale improvements necessary to any properties which may be required for temporary decants from the Bottom Streets area in Higher Broughton.


The Reasons are Compulsory Purchase Orders (CPOs) have recently been confirmed in two areas of Broughton, the Bottom Streets area and Earl/Kempster Street.  Both of these areas are within areas that are subject to large-scale radical regeneration proposals, and it is imperative that the remaining residents within the CPO areas can be relocated as soon as possible.
In order to facilitate this process there is a need to assist the affected home owners to purchase another property in order to remain in home ownership.  At the present time the Council has relatively limited powers to assist these residents using the provisions within the current Private Sector Renewal Assistance Policy, and these provisions are not sufficient to bridge the affordability gap that exists between the value of the property that is to be acquired, and an alternative property.
It is necessary to amend this policy to make changes to the section on Relocation Grants and to introduce a new form of assistance in the form of Equity Release Loans in order to bridge the affordability gap that exists between the value of the property that is being acquired and the cost of a replacement property.


Options considered and rejected were Take no action.

Assessment of Risk low.

The source of funding is HMRF capital funding, in line with the approved capital programme.  Provision has been made in the Supporting Home Ownership intervention theme for this assistance..

Legal Advice obtained yes.

Financial Advice obtained yes.

The following documents have been used to assist the decision process.

(if the documents disclose exempt or confidential information, they should not be listed, but the following wording shall be inserted : "(The relevant documents contain exempt or confidential information and are not available for public inspection)":-
Private Sector Renewal Policy, legal advice from Counsel, Regulatory Reform (Housing Assistance) (England and Wales) Order 2002, draft Relocation Assistance Policy

Contact Officer: Siobhan McCoy 


Tel No 603 4211

	*
This matter is also subject to consideration by the Lead Member for/ Director of  and, accordingly, has been referred to that Lead Member / Director for a decision.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
This decision is not subject to consideration by another Lead Member/Director
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
This document records a key decision, but the matter was not included in the Council's Forward Plan and it has been dealt with under the emergency procedure.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
This decision is urgent and is not subject to call-in, in accordance with paragraph 5 of the Decision Making Procedure Rules
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the Environment, Housing and Planning Scrutiny Committee.
	


Key:

Tick boxes at the end of these lines, as appropriate.

Signed:  Councillor Peter Connor
Dated:  Thursday, 2 December, 2004

Lead Member

FOR COMMITTEE SERVICES USE ONLY

*
This decision was published on Thursday, 2 December, 2004.
*
This decision will come in force on # Friday, 10 December, 2004 unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules.

Key:

#    Insert date five days after decision notice is to be published.
