Salford City Council - Record of Decision

I Councillor Peter Connor, Lead Member for Housing Services, in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraphs F6(a)(i)and (viii) of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council do hereby authorise an exception to the Council’s Private Sector Housing Assistance Policy 2006; to provide a package of financial assistance for a resident living in a clearance area in Central Salford to facilitate a move outside of the Salford area.

The Reasons are:-
· The preferred option of the resident concerned, throughout the clearance process has been to move into a refurbished property within the new development.

· Due to a change in circumstances the Council have made a decision that refurbishment is no longer viable in the area and the option is, therefore, no longer available

· The resident concerned does not know anyone outside of the immediate area, so does not want to move anywhere else within the HMR boundary; limiting her choice for a move within Central Salford to a few specific streets, thereby restricting the opportunity of identifying a property on the open market.
· As the only remaining resident in the block, she is living in very poor and isolated conditions and has already been the victim of anti-social behaviour on a number of occasions.

· Although the council have taken steps to increase the security at her property, recent events have taken their toll on her well-being leading to her being treated by her GP for anxiety.

· The resident has relatives outside of the Salford area, who will provide her with the support that she requires

· Enabling this resident to move out of her property within a relatively short timescale will minimise the risk of further injury to her physical and mental well-being

· Enabling this move will also allow the council to acquire another block and progress the demolition programme within the area.
Assessment of Risk: Medium
Risk: If the resident is unable to relocate outside of the Salford boundary, her only other choice would be to remain near her friend in the immediate neighbourhood.  Given the reduction in supply of 2 bedroom pavement terraces, in the area, as a direct result of the clearance process, this would limit her choice to a few streets.  Identifying a suitable property may in effect delay the completion of stock clearance and eviction may become necessary.
The resident is living in very poor and isolated conditions.  She has already been the victim of anti-social behaviour.  The General Vesting Declarations are scheduled to be served during July 2009, after which time she will become a Salford Council Tenant.  At this point the council will then owe this resident a duty of care should she suffer injury as the result of vandalism/arson etc.  Enabling her to move to a safer and more secure environment relatively quickly will reduce this risk.

The source of funding is £63,000 from the Housing Market Renewal Fund and £25,000 relocation grant and up to £31,800 equity loan from the Private Sector Housing Capital Programme 2009-10
Legal Advice obtained Norman Perry
Financial Advice obtained Nigel Dickens
Contact Officer:
Jackie Crook 
Tel No. 0161 779 8966
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This decision is not subject to consideration by another Lead Member/Director
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	*
The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the Neighbourhoods Scrutiny Committee.  
	


Signed:  Councillor Peter Connor
Lead Member for Housing
Dated:  11th August, 2009
· This decision was published on Tuesday, 11th August, 2009
· This decision will come in force on Wednesday, 19th August, 2009 unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules.

