Salford City Council - Record of Decision

I Councillor Peter Connor Lead Member for Housing in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph F6(a)(i) of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council do hereby: 
Approve the full refurbishment of Duchy Road Caravan Park .The most appropriate way of achieving this is to use the existing grant allocation of £150,000 and previously committed match funding of £50,000 to deliver a partial refurbishment in the financial year 2009/10. I approve that a further amount of £6000 is built into the Council’s capital programme for 2009/10 to cover Urban Vision fees for this project.

The Reasons are that it is considered essential due health and safety concerns associated with the current condition of the electrical infrastructure at Duchy Road.  In addition it will provide Salfords Gypsy and Traveller Community with a substantial improvement in current living conditions and avoid returning grant monies to the Department of Communities and Local Government. Furthermore a partial refurbishment will contribute and respond partially to those needs identified in the Salford Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople Accommodation Assessment 2007
Assessment of Risk: HIGH


Legal requirement - The Housing Act (2004), requires councils to assess the needs of Gypsies and Travellers and, via the Regional Planning Body, to include how this need will be met in local development plans.  
Reputation - Salford City Council has established strong links and a good working relationship with its Gypsy and Traveller community.  The Gypsy Council and Duchy Road residents are fully aware of the originally agreed specification for refurbishment works. Failure to deliver a complete refurbishment could undermine the Councils reputation within the community and particularly with the Gypsy Council. In addition the existing grant allocation of £150,000 must be returned to Communities and Local Government if no refurbishment work is completed.  


Strategic – The Salford Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople Accommodation Assessment 2007 identified that the number of Gypsies and Travellers residing in Salford is far greater than average for Greater Manchester authorities. Although the report identified a pitch shortfall in Salford it also identified poor living conditions on the Duchy Road site.  A local housing authority is required under section 87 of the Local Government Act 2003 (c. 26) to prepare a strategy in respect of the meeting identified accommodation needs. 
The source of funding is:

1. Communities and Local Government - Existing grant monies of £150,000.

2. Salford City Council – Previously committed capital funding of £50,000. 
3. Salford City Council, Capital Programme 2009/10 - Additional funding of £6000.

Legal Advice obtained:  Yes - Ian Sheard
Financial Advice obtained  Yes - Nigel Dickens 

The following documents have been used to assist the decision process: Salford Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople Accommodation Assessment 2007.
Contact Officer: Stephen Simm



Tel No: 793 2852
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This decision is not subject to consideration by another Lead Member/Director
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	The appropriate Scrutiny Committees to call-in this decision are the Neighbourhoods and Sustainable Regeneration Scrutiny Committees.
	


Signed: Councillor Peter Connor
Lead Member for Housing
Date 19th January, 2010
*
This decision was published on Tuesday, 19th January, 2010.
*
This decision will come in force on Wednesday, 27th January, 2010 unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules.

