Salford City Council - Record of Decision

I Councillor Peter Connor ,

 Lead Member for Housing,

in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph F 6 (a) (iii), of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council do hereby approve:-
•
that the Director of Customer and Support Services be requested to apply for a Sheriff’s Warrant to obtain possession of 3 properties within the Salford City Council (Duchy Road) Clearance Area; 

•
Salix Homes and Urban Vision to continue to negotiate amicable vacant possession with the property occupiers until Warrants for Possession are executed.

The Reasons are that the Duchy Road Clearance Area was declared on 27th January 2005, and use of the Relocation Assistance Policy (2003) and Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) powers authorised by Lead Member for Housing on that date have been pursued. 

Objections to the CPO were received and as a result a public inquiry was held in March 2006. The Order was later confirmed by the Secretary of State in May 2006.

All of the properties within the Order area were vested in the Council by February 2007. Three properties remain in use/occupied without any presented intention by the resident/owner to vacate and release them to Salford City Council.   

Officers from Salix Homes and Urban Vision have taken every reasonable step to provide assistance and support to the residents/owners of the three properties throughout the CPO process. However it is now considered that every option to secure voluntary possession by negotiation has been exhausted and that there is now an essential need to secure control of the properties.  

Options considered and rejected were take no action.

Assessment of Risk:

Delaying the clearance programme would negatively impact on the Council and Salix Homes’  ability to bring forward early redevelopment and the regeneration of the wider area as identified in the Renewal Area Strategy. 

The source of funding is the Private Sector Housing Capital Programme 2007-08.

Legal Advice obtained Yes Nicky Smith.

Financial Advice obtained Yes Nigel Dickens.

The following documents have been used to assist the decision process.

Private Sector Housing Assistance Policy 2003.
Reports to the Lead Member for Housing – 
‘Proposed Duchy Road Clearance Area and CPO’, 27th January 2005
‘Duchy Bank Re-Development Proposals’, 27th January 2005


Contact Officer: Mike Johnston 


Tel No 0161 779 8948

	*
This decision is not subject to consideration by another Lead Member/Director
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the Environment, Housing and Planning Scrutiny Committee.
	


Signed: Councillor Peter Connor


Lead Member for Housing
 Dated:  Thursday, 24th January, 2008
*
This decision was published on Thursday, 24th January, 2008.
*
This decision will come in force on  Friday, 1st February, 2008 unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules.

