Salford City Council - Record of Decision

I Councillor Peter Connor, Lead Member for Housing, in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraphs F6(a) i and viii of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council do not authorise an exception to the Council’s Private Sector Housing Assistance Policy 2006; to provide a package of financial assistance for a resident living in a clearance area in Central Salford to facilitate a move outside of the Salford area.

The Reasons are:-
· the information regarding this case as provided by the resident, does not support the making of an exception to the provisions of the Salford City Council Private Sector Housing Assistance Policy 2007
Assessment of Risk: Medium
Risk: The resident does not know anyone outside the immediate neighbourhood, so does not want to move elsewhere within the HMR boundary.  A move elsewhere in Salford will take the resident further away from the workplace and support networks.  If unable to relocate outside of the Salford boundary the choice of property within the immediate neighbourhood is severely restricted as a direct result of the clearance process.  Identifying a suitable property may in effect delay the completion of the stock clearance and eviction may become necessary.
The resident and family are living in very isolated conditions.  There has been an increase in vandalism in the area recently, including an arson attack at a property further down the street.  The General Vesting period is due to end on 31st July 2009, after which time this household will become tenant’s of Salford Council.  At this point the council will owe this family a duty of care should any of them suffer injury a the result of vandalism/arson etc.  Enabling them to move into a safer and more secure environment relatively quickly will reduce this risk.

The source of funding the Private Sector Housing Capital Programme 2009-10
Legal Advice obtained Norman Perry

I understand that exceptions have already been made to this policy, and it appears that the policy as originally drafted may have been optimistic in assuming that everyone displaced by the Council’s acquisition of their property would be able to relocate within Central Salford while maintaining the status quo or being able to rely upon some sort of support network.

While it would be wrong to consider previous exceptions as setting a precedent, nevertheless we must be seen to be treating all applicants in the same way. Therefore Lead Member owes a duty to the resident to give each application due consideration and if Lead Member considers that there is a valid case for making an exception to the policy it would be in line with other decisions previously taken and should be duly recorded as such.


Financial Advice obtained Nigel Dickens
There is provision in the 2009/10 Housing Market Renewal Programme to fund the acquisition of the property and within the Council resources of the Private Sector Housing Capital Programme for the relocation and the equity loan, should this be required
Contact Officer:
Jackie Crook 
Tel No. 0161 779 8966
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This decision is not subject to consideration by another Lead Member/Director
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	*
The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the Neighbourhoods and Sustainable Regen Scrutiny Committees.  
	


Signed:  Councillor Peter Connor
Lead Member for Housing
Dated:  29th September, 2009
· This decision was published on Tuesday, 29th September, 2009
· This decision will come in force on Wednesday, 7th September, 2009unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules.

