Salford City Council - Record of Decision

I, Councillor Derek Antrobus, Lead Member for Planning, in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph H 8 (a)(2)  (Engineering Service), of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council do hereby approve of the continuation of the course of action proposed relating to the weight restriction of the two Frederick Road bridges over Network Rail track.

The Reasons are to ensure the ongoing safety of the highway.

Assessment of Risk: If no weight restriction is implemented and the bridges should fail the Highway Authority will be held entirely liable as Network Rail have already requested the weight restrictions.  Whilst the bridges have performed satisfactorily in the past there would be no warning of a failure since further monitoring of the bridges is not possible due to the need for complex and expensive Network Rail ‘possessions of the track’ and the plant required to carry out inspections.  A relatively short diversion route would provide alternative access to the JWS works has been proposed however JPW remain unhappy with this proposal.
Source of Funding: An allocation of £1,100,000 has been allocated in the Block 3 Capital Programme over a 3 year period 2010/2013.
Legal Implications: Supplied by Tony Hatton 

The usual time limit for a temporary order of this nature would be18 months unless the order is being made because works are being or proposed to be executed on or near the road, which is justifiable in this instance.

As the order is required for works being or proposed to be executed on or near the road, the Council may make the order for any period it sees fit, provided they revoke the order as soon as the works are completed.  

Accordingly legal notices advertising the restriction and diversion will need to be published and posted on site to comply with statutory provisions, and no doubt Urban Vision will provide instruction and details to Legal for that process to be completed in due course and in good time for the works to start.

By way of further information, compensation is not payable to parties who may be affected by a temporary order as of right, although it is open to the City Council to exercise its discretion in the reduction or otherwise in the level of business rates chargeable to JPW.

Financial Implications: Supplied by Stephen Bayley

There are no financial implications for the City Council regarding the imposition of weight restrictions on the two bridges, unless it is decided to compensate JWS.  Block 3 funding has been allocated over three years to strengthen the bridges.
Contact Officer:
Max Griffiths
 
Tel. No.  779 4902

The following documents have been used in the decision process:

Report to Planning Lead Member Briefing on 2nd November, 2010
	*
This matter is also subject to consideration by the Lead Member for Environment and accordingly, has been referred to that Lead Member for information.
	(

	
	

	
	

	*
This decision is urgent and is not subject to call-in, in accordance with paragraph 5 of the Decision Making Procedure Rules
	

	*
The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the

            Sustainable Regeneration Scrutiny Committee.
	(


Signed: Councillor Derek Antrobus
Lead Member for Planning
Date: 2nd November, 2010
*
This decision was published on Tuesday, 2nd November, 2010.
*
This decision will come in force on Wednesday, 10th November, 2010 unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules.

