Salford City Council - Record of Decision

I, Councillor Derek Antrobus, Lead Member for Planning in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph J(a) (i) of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council do hereby :

1. 
Approve the design proposals for the Irwell River Park Salford Routeway Improvement Plan to the sum of £614,583 for the creation of a new 4km continuous, accessible walkway and cycleway between Trafford Road Bridge/Exchange Quay and Princes Bridge. Funding for this work has been secured through the City Council’s capital programme allocation and Salford City Council’s portion of funds remaining from the Irwell River Park Pre-implementation phase of works.

2.
Approve a fee and subsequent drawdown of £59,390 for Urban Vision to progress all technical, engineering, project management and supervision aspects of implementing the Irwell River Park Routeway Plan.

3.
Give authority for the Strategic Director for Sustainable Regeneration to negotiate a formal tender up to a maximum price of £614,583 from one of Salford City Council’s Rethinking Construction partner contractors as set out below:

· Morrison/Urban Vision Highway Services;

· Birse; and

· Tarmac.

A further report will be submitted to seek approval to appoint the selected contractor.

4.
Approve the funding for future maintenance to protect the capital investment as follows:

a)
Maintenance of hard works in 2010/11: Approve that the existing annual £55,000 capital sum identified within the highway revenue works budget be utilised for the maintenance of the hard elements of Irwell River Park in 2010/11.

b)
Future maintenance of hard works: Approve that a proportion of the existing £55,000 identified within the highway revenue works budget be ring-fenced to cover the maintenance of hard works within Irwell River Park from 2011/12 onwards. As shown in the table at 10.17 this will equate to £12,355 in 2011/12, £20,220 in 2012/13 and £28,085 in 2013/14. An annual sum of £35,950 will be required from April 2014 onwards, leaving £19,050 available for the maintenance of hard works on riverside and canalside walkways across the remainder of the City.

c)
Maintenance of soft works: Approve that additional funding be provided to Environment Directorate, as there is currently no budget to cover the maintenance of soft works within Irwell River Park. The maintenance of the soft elements of the riverside walkway such as sweeping, emptying litter bins and landscaping will require an additional allocation of £21,793 in 2011/12, £24,805 in 2012/13 and £27,818 in 2013/14. The additional allocation will total £74,416 over the next three years, and from 2014 onwards the maintenance of soft works will require an additional allocation of £30,830 per annum. 

The Reasons are: 
Irwell River Park will connect £3 billion of economic investment between the Quays and the Meadows. The Routeway Improvement Plan is an essential first stage in realising the long term vision for an 8km sustainable transport corridor. Salford’s primary riverside route will be well maintained and for the first time key sections will be paved and well lit. It will support urban regeneration and community cohesion by improving sustainable and legible connections between Ordsall, Old Trafford and the City Centre. It will also link the significant investments underway or imminent at the Soapworks, Ordsall and the new commercial quarter at Salford Central, and Chapel Wharf.

Assessment of Risk: 
Medium: There is a risk that if a Lead Member decision is delayed or funding cuts are made then the required funding and timescales may not allow the delivery of the Routeway Improvement Plan. There is a significant risk to the project’s viability unless there are sufficient maintenance costs committed to support and protect Salford City Council’s significant new investment. 

The source of funding: 

The capital programme allocation of £750,000 was approved by Council on 17th February 2010 for capital works associated with the routeway and public realm improvements, and a significant proportion of this will support these works. The remainder of the necessary capital has been made up from:

· Salford City Council’s portion of the funds remaining from the Irwell River Park Pre-Implementation phase of works; and

· Salford City Council’s revenue highway allocation for maintaining the riverside and canalside routes across the City.

Legal Advice obtained  Yes (Norman Perry)
Financial Advice obtained  Yes (Alison Swinnerton)
The following documents have been used to assist the decision process: None
Contact Officer: Tim Hewitt



Tel No: 0161 6867416 

	*
This matter is also subject to consideration by the Lead Member for Customer and Support Services and, accordingly, has been referred to that Lead Member for a decision.
	(

	*
The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the
           Sustainable Regeneration Scrutiny Committee.
	


Signed:  Councillor Derek Antrobus
Lead Member for Planning

Date: 17th August, 2010
*
This decision was published on Tuesday, 17th August, 2010.
*
This decision will come in force on Wednesday, 25th August, 2010 unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules.

