Salford City Council - Record of Decision

I Councillor Derek Antrobus,Lead Member for Planning,in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph 3. H. 8 (a) (3) of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council do hereby:- 
1. Approve the drawdown of spend of up to £200,000 from the Salford West Strategic Regeneration Framework budget to implement the next phase of building front improvements in Eccles town centre.

2. Approve the appointment of Urban Vision as architects and contract managers, up to a maximum fee of 15%, or £30,000 to be taken from the said amount of £200,000.

3. Approve the making of grants, not exceeding £11,200 per shopfront, for the purpose of improving the fronts of properties in the target area as defined in the report now submitted, subject to the approval of the Strategic Director of Sustainable Regeneration or his nominee after the receipt of an application from the owner in respect of a scheme designed by Urban Vision.
The scheme is intended to improve the image of Eccles town centre by addressing the poor quality public realm and run down appearance of buildings within key areas of Eccles town centre. Phase 1 of building front improvements is due on site in January 2011, targeting Barton Lane, lower Church Street and Regent Street. Phase 2 will target upper Church Street to improve the environment and appearance of Eccles town centre, which will have a positive impact on the day to day lives of the people who live in the area. It is anticipated that this will also increase business confidence in the area, stimulate further investment and help improve the vitality of the two areas.
Stage 1 of the scheme will be commissioned immediately upon approval of this report. Stage 2 of the scheme will be commissioned through the council’s Construction Partnership Framework agreement once agreed schemes are in place. 
The Reasons are:

To support the development of Eccles town centre and make it a more attractive place to work, live, shop and invest in. The scheme will complement phase 1 of building front improvements alongside streetscene improvements already underway in the town centre.
Assessment of Risk:
Medium – the building front improvement scheme will require the commitment of officer time and a budget of up to £200,000 to implement. The funding has been identified through the Salford West Strategic Regeneration Framework, which was approved by the city council in February 2010.

Officers propose to split the contract into two separate stages to ensure the best interests of the city council are served, with impartiality between stage 1 consultants and stage 2 contractors. Urban Vision, who will undertake stage 1 of the contract, will be retained for the duration of the scheme to ensure quality control of the stage 2 implementation. This should mitigate the risk of third party claims.

The risk of third party claims is therefore considered acceptable compared with the benefits of the Building Front Improvement Scheme as a whole. 

The source of funding is the Salford West Strategic Regeneration Framework 2009/10 Action Plan.

Legal Advice obtained – Richard Lester, Outstationed Locum Solicitor
Financial Advice obtained - Peter Butterworth, Private Sector Housing Capital Accountant
The following documents have been used to assist the decision process.
· Report - Building Front Improvements phase 2 – Eccles Town Centre, submitted to Planning Lead Member Briefing on 21st December, 2010
Contact Officer: Paul Gill
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	*
The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the
            Sustainable Regeneration Scrutiny Committee.
	


Signed: Councillor Derek Antrobus
Lead Member for Planning
Date: 18th January, 2011
*
This decision was published on 18th January, 2011
*
This decision will come in force on 26tgh January, 2011unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules.

