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CLAREMONT / WEASTE ENVIRONMENT TASK GROUP
MONDAY 18th AUGUST 2008
PRESENT:
V. Ivison 



B. Downes



J. Collins 



L. Kershaw (PCT)



R. Steenson (Env Servs)

C. Watson (Salix)

M. Walbank (Comm Servs)
1. APOLOGIES:  ; A. Devine (Urban Vision); C. Meachem (Groundwork
2. GREEN DIRECTORY

A presentation on the Directory has still not been arranged.
The meeting looked at the basic list of places where Environmental Services carried out grounds maintenance.  They noted:

· That full maintenance of Buile Hill Park bowling greens was not carried out, contrary to what was said in the directory;

· That grounds maintenance outside Hope Library was now thought to be the responsibility of the Salford Royal Hospitals NHS Trust; and

· That land at Church Avenue is now maintained by residents.

Actions:

a. RS to follow up the presentation to be made to the task group.
b. Take basic list of the areas of land in the directory to September Community Committee, noting the points above.

3. GROUNDWORK

The Groundwork audit of open space in the area was almost complete.  A special meeting of the task group is to be arranged in the near future to look at the results and make recommendations to Community Committee about priorities.

Action:
MW to notify date of special meeting.
Copies of the summary of the “masterplan” for Hope Village shops were distributed. 
Action:
discuss at next meeting.

The following works were ongoing:

· Gating of alleys at:  Acresfield / Elleray / Duffield / Crosby and Acresfield / Alresford / Sumner / Penelope is being taken forward by Housing Connections Partnership.  There had been no objections raised unlike during the previous consultation.  This means it is very likely that the gating will go ahead.
· Dolby Park; Clare and Mick respectively were still awaiting clarification from the URC about a) source of funding to install a bollard to prevent vehicle access and b) possible match funding for an improvement scheme for the park including play / recreation facilities.
4. COMMUNITIES FOR HEALTH FUNDING

Lynne Kershaw gave an update on local expenditure of the Primary Care Trust “Communities for Health” budget. 
So far in Claremont / Weaste, funding has gone to:

· Claremont Community Association have been funded for the Height in Bloom project;
· New Weaste Residents Association for their clean-up. 
· Weaste in Bloom 
· St Luke's CE Primary School for their Kitchen garden;
· Barhill Residents Association for their Organic Kitchen Garden
· Weaste Allotment Gardens Association for top soil (shared with Ordsall / Langworthy)
Other applications have been made from Edward Avenue 11 and Bluebell Residents & Tenants
 

Action:  

RS to follow up with P.McK to see if the alley at Borough Road / Humber Street is in the council’s cleaning programme and if not, to get a cost for cleaning so that residents could consider an application for grant funding.
5. HIGHWAYS SCHEMES
In the absence of an officer from Urban Vision, Mick Walbank gave an update on devolved highways budget signs.
2006/07 CAPITAL SCHEMES

· Tootal Drive – now complete with 20mph roundels on the road and the feedback sign turning red at 20.

2007/08 CAPITAL SCHEMES

· Gilda Brook subway – work is still ongoing towards this scheme.  
· Bolton Road shops – work is expected to start soon.

· Derby Road –work is still scheduled for autumn. 
· Doveleys Road – work is complete.

2008 /09 CAPITAL SCHEMES

The Group noted that highways engineers felt that pelican / puffin crossings on Bolton Road would be unsafe given the levels of motor and pedestrian traffic.  Also there were severe logistical problems in siting such a crossing.
Engineers had visited the site and thought it would be possible to put a refuge (island) in the middle of the road, a short way to the south east of the junction with Doveleys Road.  Further feasibility work was needed to determine whether there was room to fit a refuge and to clarify whether underground services would need rerouting (which could make the cost prohibitive.  Urban Vision were now awaiting a decision by Community Committee on whether to carry out this further feasibility work.
The group agreed to

RECOMMEND:
that Community Committee instruct Urban Vision to carry out the required feasibility assessment but ask for the price first.

2007/08 & 2008/09 REVENUE SCHEMES

No information had been received about progress with looking into the schemes proposed by Community Committee.

RECOMMEND: 
that if no information is received before their next meeting, Community Committee write formally to Urban Vision to ask for an update.

6. ISSUES WITH PARKING AROUND SCHOOLS
Agreed to discuss this at the next meeting, when officers of Urban Vision should be present.

7. ECCLES NEW ROAD STREETLIGHTS

A progress report has not been received re isolating bollards from the circuit which includes banks of streetlights along Eccles New Road.

8. SALIX

Carla Watson gave a brief introduction to the establishment of Cleaner, Greener Neighbourhood Teams within Salix Homes.
9. WEASTE CEMETERY

Members noted that a Probation Unpaid Work team may be able to do some tree tidying work in Weaste Cemetery if £3400 can be found for a cabin and equipment.  Environmental Services and Community Committee have been / will be asked if they can contribute.  Lynne Kershaw suggested that the Friends of the Cemetery could apply for £1000 from “Communities for Health”

Action:
MW to forward application forms on to Bereavement Services
10. NEXT MEETING

Monday 20th October
2.30 pm

Venue tbc
