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	REPORT OF THE BUDGET SCRUTINY COMMITTEE



	TO THE CABINET BRIEFING ON TUESDAY 22ND APRIL, 2008


	TITLE:
FEEDBACK FROM BUDGET SCRUTINY COMMITTEE


2ND APRIL, 2008


	RECOMMENDATION:

Cabinet is requested to note the comments of Budget Scrutiny Committee.


	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

This report informs Cabinet of the matters considered by Budget Scrutiny at its meeting on 2nd April, 2008.  Issues considered were :-

· Revenue monitoring 2007/08

· Capital monitoring 2007/08

· Housing Revenue Account budget 2008/09

· Capital Programme 2008/09



	BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:
Reports to Budget Scrutiny Committee


2nd April, 2008


	ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
Risk is minimised through the regular 
monitoring and reporting of revenue 


and capital expenditure against budget



	SOURCE OF FUNDING:
Revenue budget and capital programme



	LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
Not applicable



	FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
John.Spink, City Treasurer Tel: 793 3230


email: john.spink@salford.gov.uk


	CONTACT OFFICER:
Karen Dainty, Principal Scrutiny Officer


Tel. No: 793 2513


email: karen.dainty@salford.gov.uk


	WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S)        ALL



	KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
Budget Strategy




REPORT DETAILS

Declarations of interest
The following councillors declared a non pecuniary interest in agenda item 7 – Housing Revenue Account Budget:

Cllrs Dawson and Macdonald – members of City West Trust Board
Cllr Lindley – member of City West Trust Board and NPHL Board

ISSUES RAISED

Revenue Monitoring 2007/08

Scrutiny members noted that there had been no significant developments subsequent to the reporting of the approximate outturn to their previous meeting, but wished to examine aspects of the Planning budget further as part of their workplan for 2008/09, with particular focus on :-
· Projections for income from planning application and building control fees, including the timing of expenditure and income from major planning applications ;

· Markets ;

· Property occupation, especially the Civic Centre ;

· The inter-relationship between the Council and Urban Vision.

Members requested a briefing note concerning progress with the rent review for Minerva House and further information concerning the increase in planning fees.
Capital Monitoring 2007/08

Scrutiny members noted that the projected shortfall in resources that would require the use of unsupported borrowing had reduced further from £6.9m to £6m, and that the projected expenditure for the year looked to be on or close to target. 
Housing Revenue Account Budget 2008/09 
Scrutiny members noted the key issues that needed to be taken into consideration in determining the HRA revenue budget for 2008/09, with particular consideration given to:- 
· The investment requirements to achieve decent homes standards ;
· The risks with the projected nil balance on reserves at 31st March 2009 arising from the need to fund the costs of stock transfer ;
· Rent convergence ;

· Future arrangements with City West concerning right-to-buy receipts sharing and a VAT shelter.

Members requested a further report in September once transfer had been completed.

Capital Programme 2008/09
Scrutiny members noted the key issues that needed to be taken into consideration in determining the capital programme for 2008/09, with particular consideration given to:-

· The assessment of realisable capital receipts ;
· Investment in schools and receipts from disposal of playing fields in Little Hulton ;

· Details of the capital programme for Environment ;

· PFI funding.
John Spink would provide further detailed information for Cllr. Pennington concerning Little Hulton playing fields.
Unsupported borrowing and capital receipts would be two areas for further monitoring in the committee’s work programme for 08/09.

Councillor David Jolley
Chair of Budget Scrutiny Committee
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