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TITLE: Criteria for the admission of teenagers to the looked after system 



RECOMMENDATIONS: That the criteria for the admission of teenagers to the looked after system are adopted


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

The Authority has a duty to look after any child up to the age of eighteen who cannot live at home because there is no-one who has parental responsibility for them or they are lost or abandoned or the parent is prevented permanently or temporarily from caring for them.

In the case of young people aged 13 to 18 circumstances sometimes arise where a parent is unwilling to look after them. However, this course of action is not necessarily in the best interests of the young person.

This report proposes a policy for the Council to adopt to deal with such cases.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

(Available for public inspection)


ASSESSMENT OF RISK


It is important that young people enjoy permanency and stability of care. Although sometimes that can only be provided by the local authority looking after the child, removing a child from home can add to disruption and support at home is a better response.
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KEY COUNCIL POLICIES

This is proposed as a key Council policy.


DETAILS: 

One of the most important things to provide for children and young people as they grow up is permanence and stability. This is usually provided within a family but for some children this is not possible and they have to be looked after. A number of steps are being taken to ensure looked after children can live in a stable family. These include:-

· Seeking the adoption of young children in care for whom a return home is unlikely (children are only “in care” when a Court has made a care order. Other looked after children are “accommodated”)

· Discharging care orders where children in care are living with parents 

· Exploring use of residence orders for children in care and living with relatives

· Maximising the use of foster care for children who continue to need to be looked after

· Ensure that placements in residential care are stable and positive for children who have to be looked after in this setting

There are also a range of services to support young people at home. These include the Brief Intervention Team, the Community Support Service and Projects such as “The Open Door” in Irlam, Swinton Families Project and the Duchy Project as well as specialist services such as Salford Families Project for children with disabilities. In addition Salford Primary Care Trust and the Children’s Fund are developing the Triple P parenting programme.

Sometimes the Authority is pressured to look after teenagers because of family disputes. In such cases social workers face parental unwillingness to care for their children – as distinct from parents being prevented from caring for their children. These problems can arise in circumstances when young people are arrested and parents refuse to attend at the Police Station to collect them, or simply when the task of caring for a teenage son or daughter does not fit the lifestyle the parent wants to choose for themselves.

Such young people may only be in the looked after system for a fairly short time. Often they do return home. However, they are often very disruptive within the looked after system and cause difficulty for other looked after children and staff in children’s homes. They frequently also suffer major disruption in their own lives such as not going to school and perhaps getting into trouble.

Being looked after is not a solution for these young people and their families. A range of services are available to assist them in resolving their differences including some of those listed above. Services will be added to in 2004 by the introduction of a new Family Services Team funded from the new Safeguarding grant. 

There would remain a range of circumstances when teenagers would be provided with accommodation by the Authority:

· Children at risk of significant harm (including physical, sexual and emotional abuse) from their carer or resulting from the actions of the carer;

· Children remanded into local authority accommodation by the Courts.

· Children who have no carers capable of caring for them (for example, through illness or infirmity).

In all cases a social work assessment would be undertaken to ascertain whether a young person was at risk and what arrangements would best support their well-being. Such assessments will be supported by the guidance Cabinet would provide through this policy.

Cabinet is asked to agree that children aged 13 and over will not be admitted to the looked after system when the principal reason is parental unwillingness to continue to care for them. 

