	PART 1 

(OPEN TO THE PUBLIC)


	ITEM NO.


	REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER FOR EDUCATION 

TO THE CABINET BRIEFING

ON 

30th MARCH 2004 



	TITLE :       Education and Leisure Directorate: Home to School Transport Policy




	RECOMMENDATIONS :       Cabinet is asked to agree to a consultation on the draft transport

                                              Policy.



	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:     Recommendations from the Best Value Review of transport arrangements in Salford have led to a number of changes within the Education and Leisure Directorate. The budget to support the transport policy has been transferred to the Inclusion & Access Division and will be directly managed by the Special Educational Needs (SEN) section.  The Directorate is currently finalising a service level agreement with the new corporate transport unit.  The changes have also included a review of the transport policy.

Directorate officers and the transport unit have reviewed and revised the policy in line with national and local policy and changes of practice.  For example, because of changes in SEN procedures, there are likely to be young people who require transport support who do not have a statement of Special Educational Needs and therefore the support criteria need to reflect this change.

Officers intend to consult with parents/carers and other partners during the period April-June and propose a final draft policy to Cabinet in July.  The policy is expected to be implemented from September 2004.


	BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:      N/A

(Available for public inspection)



	ASSESSMENT OF RISK:     The main focus of the policy is towards supporting the most vulnerable young people of Salford and therefore the implementation of the policy is needs led.  This means that the budget is often volatile and requires careful monitoring and management.



	SOURCE OF FUNDING IS:      Core Directorate budget



	LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED:  

· National legal documents

· Transport Unit

· Corporate legal section



	FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED:     Directorate financial team



	CONTACT OFFICER:     Paul Greenway 







	WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S) :   All



	KEY COUNCIL POLICIES :   Social Inclusion



	DETAILS:      Appendix 1 – Draft Transport Policy




