REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER FOR EDUCATION

TO THE CABINET

ON 28 NOVEMBER 2000

SPACE for Sports and Arts

	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

This report refers to the process adopted to select a number of primary schools to be included in a bid for funding from the SPACE for Sports and Arts initiative.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

That the report be noted and that approval be given to the submission of a bid for SSA funding based on the primary schools identified in the report.



	FURTHER DETAILS CAN BE OBTAINED FROM:

Steve Brown, Assistant Director - Education and Leisure Directorate

0161 736 9448




SPACE for Sports and Arts

1.0
Background
1.1
SPACE for Sports and Arts is a new initiative jointly initiated by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport and the Department for Education and Employment and administered by Sport England.

Salford is one of 64 local Education authorities invited to bid for up to seven schemes that would create additional sports and arts facilities in primary schools.  The total bid value for Salford must not exceed £2.2 million and it is likely that no more than five schemes would be approved.  There is no guarantee that Salford will receive any funding as this is a competitive bidding process.

The objectives of the scheme are:-

· Secure a better balance of arts and sports provision for children in areas of the country where provision has been low in the past including areas of multiple deprivation.

· Deliver improved arts and sports facilities by helping schools with the renovation, refurbishment and enhancement of their buildings and resources.

· Establish spaces for developing arts and sports work by and with children and young people.

· Create environments which contribute to increasing public access to arts and sports facilities.

The bidding process is in two stages.  Initial bids identifying the schools to be involved must be submitted by the LEA to Sport England by 4 December 2000 with decisions announced in late January 2001.  Authorities that are invited to proceed to Stage 2 will then have to work up detailed schemes (including planning permission approvals) by 31 October 2001, with final approvals being announced on 15 December 2001.

2.0
Details
2.1
The timescale for submitting the Stage 1 bid is extremely tight.  Officers attended regional workshops at the end of October at which initial guidance was given.  

Normal consultation procedures have been impossible to follow in the timescale given and it has therefore been necessary to adopt a formula to assess all primary schools objectively using a number of criteria.  Given that the money is targeted at areas of multiple deprivation and that the percentage of free school meals is a specific question on the application forms, this clearly has to be one aspect to be considered.  It was felt, however, that using this alone would limit greatly the opportunity for the benefits of the scheme to be accessed across a wider geographical spread than the inner city alone.  An approach has been adopted, therefore, that has "scored" individual primary schools in each Community Committee area and ranked them in order using the following criteria:-

1.
Free school meals

2.
Number of pupils who would benefit, including pupils in other schools that are very close by

3.
The number of regeneration initiatives in which the school is involved (a further specific reference in the application form)

4.
Whether the school has an established community use provision.

The aim of the exercise has been to produce a list of schools that score highest in each of the nine Community Committee areas.  It has then been necessary to reduce the nine to a total of seven schools (or "clusters" of schools) that will form the basis of the initial bid.  This has been done by taking the first choice in each Community Committee area and ranking them by the number of pupils eligible to free school meals.

The final rankings are as follows:-

	Ranking


	School/Schools
	Community Committee Area

	
	
	

	1.
	Marlborough Road/St Thomas of Canterbury
	Broughton/Blackfriars

	2.
	Dukesgate/St Paul's Peel/St Joseph's RC (LH)
	Walkden & Little Hulton

	3.
	Moorfield/St Joseph's the Worker/Fiddlers Lane
	Irlam & Cadishead

	4.
	Langworthy Road
	Ordsall & Langworthy

	5.
	St Peter's CE/The Deans
	Swinton

	6.
	Lower Kersal
	Kersal, Pendleton & Charlestown

	7.
	Alder Park
	Eccles

	
	
	

	8.
	St Luke's with All Saints CE
	Claremont, Weaste & Seedley

	9.
	St Andrew's CE (Boothstown)
	Worsley & Boothstown

	
	
	


2.2
Details of how each school scored, both within each Community Committee area and overall is attached to this report.

2.3
A particular issue that needs to be raised is that the money available is capital only.  No revenue funding is available and this will need to be considered in the context of available school budgets, potential access to regeneration funding and community committee delegated budgets.  It is proposed to include the floor area of the facility within the schools LMS budget which will therefore provide some funding for day-to-day running costs of the building but obviously would not be sufficient to support additional staffing costs for out of school and community activity.

2.4
The schools identified to be included in the initial bid have been contacted and are all keen to take part in the scheme.

3.0
Conclusion

3.1
Although the timescale has not allowed for full consultation, it is felt that the approach adopted has enabled schools to be identified based on objective criteria, striking a balance between deprivation, potential use and geographical location.

