	
	ITEM NO.




REPORT OF THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

TO LEAD MEMBER BRIEFING

(CHIEF EXECUTIVE DIRECTORATE)

7th August 2006


TITLE: SCC delegation to Chengdu/Jinniu. Peoples Republic of China


RECOMMENDATION: 
That a Member and an Officer from Salford be identified to join the North West Trade Mission to China in October 2006.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

Salford City Council has agreed to fund this mission with the objective to assess potential business markets, consolidate existing links with leading officials in Jinniu and lay the foundation to develop a more holistic relationship between the two cities. Another aim of the mission is to establish Salford as the key representative of the Greater Manchester region in Jinniu District, Chengdu City and the wider Sichuan province.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: (Available for public inspection)

Report of the Assistant Director of Economic Development, Chief Executives Directorate, and relating decision notice, dated 10th July 2006 “Trade Mission to Chengdu/Jinniu. Peoples Republic of China”

Report of Leader of the Council and Lead Member, Chief Executives Directorate, dated 24th February 2006 “Salford University China Office”.

Chief Executives Lead Member Briefing dated 22nd August 2005 “Trade Mission from Salford City Council to Jinniu”.

Briefing note from Salford University’s Associate Head of International Relations.


ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Low
	


SOURCE OF FUNDING:

Local Authority Business Growth Incentive (LABGI)

	


COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative):

1. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS




Provided by : N/A

2. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS



Provided by : N/A

	


CONTACT OFFICER:

Stuart Kitchen, Assistant Director of Economic Development 0161 793 3441


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): All 


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:

Economic Development Strategy 2004-2007


DETAILS 
1. Background

There is an open invitation from the Mayor of Jinniu issued to the Leader and Deputy Leader of the Council to send a delegation from Salford to Jinniu. Salford City Council and Salford University have appointment a Project Manager for the University of Salford and Salford City Council joint office within the China Britain Business Council in Chengdu. On the 7th July 2006 Salford City Council, in collaboration with ChamberLink International Trade Centre organised a business forum promoting trade with China, 23 companies attended. Although a number of Salford based companies expressed an interest in joining the mission, as at 2.08.06 none have actually signed up. 

There are a number of Salford based companies that are either trading or actively developing links with China including Wilkinson Star, Metalube, SY Electronics, Arrow Engineering, Contraception Education UK, Akcros Chemicals, Comparison International and Aughton Ainsworth. Norton Villiers is attending an exhibition in Canton and is looking into the logistics of joining the Salford delegation on the 1st November in Chengdu.

The Project Manager of the joint China Office will be visiting SCC on 17th August and will be briefed on putting together a programme for the Salford delegation in Chengdu. The programme will aim to consolidate existing links with leading officials in Jinniu and lay the foundation to develop a more holistic relationship between the two cities. It will also help to establish Salford as the key representative of the Greater Manchester region in Jinniu District, Chengdu City and the wider Sichuan province. The Project Manager will also assess potential business markets, identify Chinese businesses wishing to develop links with Salford businesses and arrange any appropriate meetings. A launch event for the joint office is being planned for the 1st November to coincide with the delegation.

2. Itinerary for the North West Trade Mission

· 7 days – 28th October to 3rd November visiting Shanghai and a choice of Wuhan, Chengdu, Zhaoqing and Hong Kong.

·  Delegates will fly out to Shanghai on Saturday 28th October arriving in China on Sunday 29th.

· Monday 30th am - briefing with the British Consulate in Shanghai. 

· Monday 30th pm – delegates have the option of arranging their own appointments or to attend a Greater Manchester Inward Investment seminar.  This will be followed by an early evening reception organised by MIDAS which will provide delegates with the opportunity to network  

· Tuesday 31st will be free for delegates to make their own arrangements / appointments in Shanghai or travel to Chengdu.

· Wednesday 1st, the Salford representatives will visit Chengdu from Wednesday 1st November to Friday 3rd November, and would return to the UK on Friday evening or Saturday morning depending on flight availability. 

3. Trade mission membership / registration

The following companies have registered:

· Alec Finch & Co. – Manchester

· Chase International (Contract Service) Ltd – Lymm, Cheshire

· Esme Ertekin – Knutsford

· Hopwood Hall College – Manchester

· Lombard Shipping & Forwarding – Liverpool

· Nicholas Jones Bespoke – Manchester

· Photolink Creative Group – Manchester

· Primasonics International Limited – Penrith, Cumbria

· Rosemead Designs – Bolton

· Sweet Mandarin – Manchester

· Saraco Industries Ltd – Bolton

· Testconsult Limited - Warrington

· Texchem UK Ltd - Rochdale

In addition to the 13 companies from the North West that have registered on the mission the following partners have also confirmed their participation:

· MIDAS - Peter Budd (Director & Partner of Arup), Colin Sinclair(Chief Executive), Marilyn Steane, Mervyn Stephenson, & Claire Freeman 

· Manchester City Council - Sir Richard Leese, Wayne Shand

· Royal Bank of Scotland - Peter Christelow, Michele Donnelly

· Pannone - Soren Tattam, Richard Oliver

· Ernst & Young - Graham McConnell 

· Marketing Manchester - Melissa Marriot

· Bury Council - Adrian Frost

The following partners have yet to confirm who will be representing them:

· Bolton Council

· Manchester Airport

· Manchester Museum

· University of Manchester

The registration deadline for companies has been extended to the 18th August 2006.

4. Summary

Although no Salford based companies have signed up to the trade mission, as of 2.08.06, a number of companies are considering developing commercial links with China and have asked to be kept informed of any developments. The trade mission will provide an opportunity to consolidate the links already made with China and offer a meaningful service to Salford businesses wishing to trade with China.
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