	PART 1

(OPEN TO THE PUBLIC)
	ITEM NO.



JOINT REPORT OF THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES AND NEW DEAL FOR COMMUNITIES CHIEF EXECUTIVE



TO;

LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING – 7th November

LEAD MEMBER ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES – 7th November

LEAD MEMBER FOR CHIEF EXECUTIVES – 31st October



TITLE:        LITTLETON RD NEIGHBOUHROOD PARK, LOWER KERSAL – APPROVAL OF SKETCH SCHEME.


RECOMMENDATIONS:

(i) That Lead Members note the proposal.

(ii) That approval is given for the sketch scheme, and for all works on land set out in the attached plans.  

(iii) That work commences on working up the detailed design for the 

           scheme.

(iv) That approval is given to Urban Vision to procure the works subject to  

           the funding being approved.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

To approve the neighbourhood park sketch scheme and to proceed with the detailed design and procuring of the works.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:
NDC Project Appraisal Form


(Available for public inspection)
Drawing numbers GM/851/01




ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
Low

	


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS:
NDC, Salford Sports Village, Various External Grants.
	


COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OR CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVISES (or his representative):

LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED: 
Pauline Lewis 

FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
Nigel Dickens
PROPERTY (if applicable): N/A

HUMAN RESOURCES (if applicable): N/A

	


CONTACT OFFICER:  

NDC Project Manager – Peter Haymes, 0161-607-8538

Environmental Services – Steve Jones, 0161 925 1016

Groundwork for Drawings – Richard Clarke 0161 2375656          


WARD (S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE (S) Kersal


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: 

Salford Community Plan: The project will contribute towards the themes of ‘A City that’s good to live in’.

Salford City Council Pledges: This project complies with Salford City Council Pledges 1,3,4,5, and 7

Urban Open Spaces Strategy: The Lower Kersal area was identified as being in need of facilities and an ideal location for a neighbourhood park.


      DETAILS (Continued Overleaf)

TITLE:   LITTLETON RD NEIGHBOUHROOD PARK, LOWER KERSAL – 

     
   APPROVAL OF SKETCH SCHEME.
1.
INTRODUCTION
1.1
To report on the sketch scheme for Littleton Rd Neighbourhood Park.

2.
BACKGROUND
2.1 The neighbourhood park project forms an essential part of the Salford Sports Village project and has been in development from the completion of a feasibility report in February 2003. The Salford Sports Village is due for completion early 2006.

2.2 The lack of play and sports facilities within the New Deal for Communities area of Charlestown and Lower Kersal has been continually raised as an issue by residents. The consultation for the Sports Village further highlighted the need for a local area park to provide a broader base for recreational opportunities. The Charlestown and Lower Kersal New Deal for Communities Partnership (NDC) wants to enhance the image and appearance of the area by improving poor quality public places and the physical environment.

2.3 The New Deal for Communities Delivery Plan (2001 – 2011) highlights resident’s feelings towards their living environment,

· 3 in 10 residents (32%) are satisfied with their neighbourhood

· 14% rate parks and green spaces as good

· Only 22% of the residents feel closely involved in the local community

· 76% of residents consider having additional community in the area as important

· 70% of residents state that the area is deteriorating

A general view amongst residents (following discussions and door knocking sessions) is that high levels of youth nuisance issues in the park due to the lack of public provisions in the area.

2.4 A steering Group has been formed consisting of representatives from: Groundwork, New Deal for Communities, Salford Community Leisure Trust, Salford Youth Service, Manchester County FA and SCC Environmental Services. Underpinning this is a Friends of Park Group comprising of local residents, who will work closely with SCC Environmental Services to ensure continued involvement in the long-term maintenance of the park and to promote the park as a venue for future community activity.

2.5 Consultation for the park has been extensive working with local residents, schools, sports development workers and the Police. This is summarised below:

· Questionnaires distributed throughout Lower Kersal – July 2005

· Launch of project 26th July 2005

· Tours to see other parks 9th & 22nd August

· Art workshops with young people

· Family Event held on site of park September 3rd 2005

· Regular meetings with Friends of Park Group

The design of this park has been agreed with the local community during the consultations, which are to be completed by November 2005. The consultation and design process will be supported by training initiatives to enable residents to fully contribute to all aspects of the park development.

2.6 The creation of the neighbourhood park is consistent with Salford City Council’s Urban Open Spaces Strategy, which recognised the absence of facilities in the Kersal area and proposed the provision of a neighbourhood park in the local neighbourhood.

2.7 Charlestown and Lower Kersal New Deal For Communities partnership approved the scheme and costings at their Appraisal Panel meeting of 30th September.  The Salford Sports Village Project is also contributing towards the scheme and further funding applications are also been made to landfill tax sources and Barclays Spaces for All to match these contributions (decisions November 05). Further financial detail is provided in paragraph 4.1.
3.
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

3.1 The Neighbourhood Park will provide a high quality informal recreational space for all the residents of Charlestown and Lower Kersal to enjoy and utilise. The park has been developed in partnership with the local community and it is hoped that through this process they will build a sense of pride and ownership of the space. In summary the works are:

Phase 1 can stand alone and will be implemented with funding secured to date:

· Multi Use Games Area & Teen Shelter for young people

· Footpaths

· Boundary fencing & hedging

Phase 2 to be implemented when additional funding is secured November 2005 onwards:

· Range of equipped formal play areas for children of ages (0-5 & 5-15)

· Site furniture, litter bins, dog bins and seats

· Site signage

Full details are shown on drawings GM/851/01
3.2
This project is an essential component of the Salford Sports Village project, providing a range of informal and formal sport and recreational facilities, this project will also enhance the River Irwell as a recreational resource with its location adjacent to the Sustrans National Cycleway and Croal Irwell Valley.

3.2 The standard sketch scheme consultation has been undertaken with all directorates of the City Council and external public agencies whose land is affected, and the scheme adjusted in line with their comments. 

3.3 The Customer and Support Services Finance division of Salford City Council has agreed to fund the maintenance of the proposed new park (in perpetuity) to the sum of £20,250.89 per annum (confirm on 17th August 2005).  This figure may increase due to the possibility of flood lighting to the Multi Use Games Area. A decision has not yet been reached, but if the lighting is to be installed, a further request for this additional maintenance cost will be made.

3.4 Full Planning permission for the scheme was granted on 15th April 2004 (Planning Application (04/47679/DEEM3). 
3.5 The estimated cost of the works are phase 1 £235,000 phase £200,000, including fees, total cost £435,000
3.6 New Deal for Communities has appointed Groundwork to manage the project through Groundwork’s Community Environment Programme. Procurement for the implementation of the scheme will be in partnership with Urban Vision.
4. FUNDING 

4.1 Funding will be made up as follows:

Secured for phase 1

· NDC 



£125,000

· Salford Sports Village
£100,000

· UEFA



£10,000

Being applied for phase 2 decisions will be known by November 14th 2005

· Barclays Spaces for Sport
£50,000

· Biffa Main Awards

£50,000

· Onyx Environmental Trust 
£100,000

The Design Team will submit the tender lead member report for phase 1 by December 2005. Approval for the second phase will be sought when funding for this phase has been secured.

5.
CONCLUSION

6.1
The Neighbourhood Park is a vital part of the NDC drive to substantially improve the physical environment in the area. At a minimum it will target local residents within a 15-minute walk radius, this equates to 10,395 people but as it is adjacent to the Salford Sports Village the actual number of potential users is significantly greater. 

6.2
Approval of the sketch scheme will enable the scheme to progress to the detailed design stage, and for the subsequent procurement of the works. 

7.
RECOMMENDATIONS:

I. That Lead Members note the proposal.

II. That approval is given for the sketch scheme, and for all works on land set out in the attached plans.  

III. That work commences on working up the detailed design for the 

           scheme.

IV. That approval is given to Urban Vision to procure the works

Tim Field, New Deal For Communities, Chief Executive 

Wayne Priestley, Assistant Director, Environmental Services






Broughton & Cromwell Road Street Scene Project Phase 2 – Sketch Scheme report


