	Part one open to the Public
	ITEM NO.12



REPORT
 OF

 The Leader of the Council 
TO

Council 
ON

17th November
TITLE:
Constitutional Matters - Timing of all Council, Cabinet and Regulatory Panel Meetings and consideration of Policy Forum or additional meetings of Council 
RECOMMENDATION: Council are requested to determine any action in relation to the existing cycle of Council meetings 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: Members will recall that as part of the Constitutional review, a number of matters were not agreed by all parties and were to be subject of further consideration by Council. The Council Agenda Group at the Meeting held on 8th November agreed that the matters relating to the timing of meetings and the holding of Policy Forums be debated at Council.
BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

(Available for public inspection) Minutes of the Council agenda Group and minute 95 of Council held on 21st July, 2010 
KEY DECISION:
YES / NO
DETAILS: 
Extract from Council on the 21st July 2010;-

95.  THE COUNCIL CONSTITUTION 2010/2011

It was noted that an all party group had previously agreed the content of the published Constitution but that the following matters still remained outstanding;-

· The timing of meetings of Council, Cabinet and Regulatory Panels.

· The position of Executive Support Members on Scrutiny Committees.

· Political balance of Scrutiny Chairs and Deputies
· Replacement of Policy Forums with Council meetings.

· Public question time removal of written notification. 


RESOLVED:
THAT (1) the matters indicated above be bought before the Council on an individual basis over the next meetings. 

The Council Cycle of meetings is agreed by the Council Agenda Setting Group acting as a Selection Committee.  Currently all meetings are open to the public, advertised on the Council website and made available to the press. 
Meetings are held during the day except Community Committees which are held in the evening. . Salford City Council has historically met in this way since the inception of the new City in1974. 
Under the former committee cycle, Committees and Sub Committees were held at 10.00am and 2.00pm.; the current system adopted in 2000 has continued to meet in the same time frames, although Lead member meetings are held at various times during the day.
The City Council Meeting used to meet at 2.00pm but was changed by Council to 9.30am to allow Council sufficient time to consider all is business.  All Community Committees are held in evenings excepting for Eccles which in winter months meets at 2.00pm.

 Manchester City Council follows a similar to metering pattern to this Council, Bolton and Oldham meet mainly during the day. Stockport and Trafford have more meetings in the evening than during the day. 
Council meetings are held in the evening in some areas of Greater Manchester 

 I set out below an extract from the Council constitution containing the current rules in relation to Council meetings as approved in July, 2010 

Meetings of the Council

1.1 Dates and Timings of Meetings

a) The annual meeting to elect the Mayor and Deputy of the Council shall be held at Salford Civic Centre on the third Wednesday in May commencing at 2.00 p.m. 

b) The Council will ordinarily meet at in the months of May, July, September, November, January and March.

c) The Council will hold its Budget meeting in February of each year 

d) The Council will hold Policy Forum  ( not open to the Public) in the Months of June, and December and in months when the Council does not meet 

e) Ordinary meetings of the Council shall commence at 9.30 a.m. adjourn as agreed by the Mayor at 1.00 p.m. (if business has not been completed) and recommence at 2.00 p.m., provided that if the Council resolved before 1.00 p.m., that, in their opinion, the remaining business can be completed by 1.30 p.m., the meeting may continue until that time but shall then terminate automatically and not recommence at 2.00 p.m., whether or not the business of the Council has been completed.  The order of the business to be completed may be varied so as to provide for the transaction of the most urgent business at 1.00 p.m.

f) All Council meetings, except extraordinary meetings, will commence with Public Question Time (30 minutes) where questions which have previously been notified to the council will be put for debate.

g) An extraordinary meeting of the Council may be called at any time.

h) If, after being asked to do so by five Members of the Council, the Mayor

(
refuses to call an extraordinary meeting of the Council, or 

(
does not call an extraordinary meeting within seven days of being asked to do so,

any five Members of the Council may then call an extraordinary meeting of the Council.  

1.2
Notices of Meetings


The notice to attend a meeting of the Council shall be an agenda sent out by the Chief Executive at least five clear days before a meeting and shall include the following as appropriate:

a) Public Question Time (30 minutes);

b) Minutes of the previous meeting;

c) Mayoral report;

d) Receipt of petitions and communications;

e) Proposals and recommendations of the Cabinet, Committees and Regulatory Panels

f) Questions and comments concerning the business of other public bodies;

g) General questions and comments to Lead Members;

h) Notices of motion; and

i) Any other specified business.

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: Council Constitution 
EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND IMPLICATIONS: all council meetings are open to the public (subject to access to Information requirements)
ASSESSMENT OF RISK: There is no risk to the council with regard top public meetings while it complies with provisions of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972 
SOURCE OF FUNDING: Not applicable 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS As indicated in the Council Constitution 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS Not applicable 
OTHER DIRECTORATES CONSULTED: Not required on this occasion 
CONTACT OFFICER:
Vin Joseph 
TEL. NO.
793 3009 
WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): All 
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